














discussing God’s truth with my boys,
it was very evident that all eleven
had a church they attended regularly,
believed in some form of works sal-
vation (i.e., pray to God, obey your
parents, speak the word, etc.), or oth-
erwise seemed fuzzy on the content
of their faith. Only a few of them even
understood the concept of eternal life.
Thus I spent time explaining that eter-
nal life was a free gift that could not be
earned by praying, obeying parents, or
by doing any other form of good deed
or work. [ also explained that because
Jesus died and paid for the sins of the
whole world, He can offer eternal life to
everyone. | told them how we can have
this life by simply believing the mes-
sage that we have eternal life because
of what Jesus did.

[ explained this in various ways, both
in discussion with the whole group and
in individual discussion with each boy.
It seemed to me that, at that time, five
of the boys were just not able to under-
stand the message I was delivering,
whether about belief or even eternal
life. One of those five repeated the right
words, but as we followed up on what
we shared, he was fuzzy on some of the
concepts. However, the other six boys
seemed to understand and believe the
message. And when we talked to each
one individually and asked if he had
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eternal life, he answered “yes” because
of his belief in Jesus. Praise God!

BREAKTHROUGH

There is one other miracle in this
story worth noting. Because of the
AIDS problem in the country, we
were encouraged to address sex and
respect for women with the boys. I
took the more “spiritual” (but less
direct) approach of discussing Genesis
2, Ephesians 5, and 1 Peter 3 regard-
ing God’s design for sex, how to treat
women, etc. There were more chuckles
than I expected, but then again, these
are junior high-age boys. At that point
[ turned the discussion over to my
Zambian partner who got right down
to business and simply asked the boys
how many were having sex. At least
five raised their hands. And there was
much more discussion among some of
the other boys (though it was in their
native language, Nyanja, so I missed
some of it). But two of the boys raised
their hand and said they had not had
sex. | was blown away that boys this
young were regularly having sex, and
that two of them were not embar-
rassed to say they had abstained.

What amazed me even more, how-
ever, is that three of the boys stated
that they had told their girlfriends the
night before that they were not going

to have sex any more. Each of them
came to believe in Jesus for their salva-
tion the previous day, and apparently
the Holy Spirit had already convicted
them to stop this behavior, even before
we addressed it for the first time with
them!

Lastly, I should mention that on
Thursday we spent the day in their
compound and let them go around shar-
ing about eternal life through belief
in Jesus. Two of the boys were strong
evangelists, stopping, getting the
attention of, and talking to every adult
they saw. They gave out copies of the
Living Water translation of the Gospel
of John, so there are now copies of it cir-
culating in the Ngombe compound.

Please pray for the new and tender
faith of Elias, Charles, Joseph, Michael,
Isaac #1, and Isaac #2, that the clar-
ity of the salvation message will not
be clouded by false teaching, and that
their faith may grow to maturity. And
pray that the seed planted in the other
boys will take root.

There were many tears when we
said goodbye at the end of the week,
and there have been many tears since.
Lord willing, [ will return next summer
and see these boys again. Regardless,
it was an awesome time and privilege
that I was fortunate by God’s grace to
experience! i€







and “But you are not willing to come
to Me [a figure of speech for believ-
ing in Him as v 44 shows] that you may
have life” (John 5:40}. John the Baptist
said the same thing, “he who does not
believe the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him."” Similarly
Paul in Rom 3:21-4:25 makes it clear
that only those who believe are justi-
fied. Unbelievers will not be justified
no matter how good they might appear.
Theideathatunbelievers can be born
again without faith in Christ, if they
are somehow following the dictates of
their own consciences and religions,
is a direct rejection of the teaching of
Scripture. No one is good. No one can
merit everlasting life. No one can keep
the dictates of his own conscience.

EVEN THOSE WHO NEVER
HEAR STILL HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND

The Macedonian vision of Acts 16:9
suggests that God will bring the mes-
sage of life to anyone who is crying
out for it. This is supported by what
Paul said on Mars Hills to the Athe-
nian philosaphers, “He has made from
one blood every nation of men...so that
they should seek the Lord, in the hape
that they might grope for Him and find
Him, though He is not far from each one
of us” (Acts 17:26-27). While it is true
that no ane seeks God out of his own
initiative (Rom 3:11), God is drawing

all to Himself (John 12:32), so then all
are free to respond to God.

Cornelius was one such man. His
alms and prayers ascended to God
[Acts 10:4} and led God to send Peter to
him with the message of life {Acts 10:1-
6; 11:14).

In Romans 1 Paul indicates that the
general revelation of nature is suf-
ficient to convince someone that God
exists (Rom 1:1B-21). If people come to
that belief, they are free to cry out to
God for more light as the Macedonian
man did in Paul’s vision.

The fact that someone dies without
ever hearing about Jesus does not mean
that, while alive, they were unable
to hear about Jesus or that they were
unable to believe in Him. The fact that
multitudes of people from groups who
had never heard about Jesus have come
to faith shows thatitis indeed possible.

Since God is sovereign and omnipo-
tent, He matches up those who are
seeking with the good news of Jesus
Christ. He sends people to evangelize
them, as He did when He sent Philip
the evangelist to the Ethiopian eunuch,
the Apaostle Paul to Macedonia, and the
Apostle Peter ta Cornelius.

When I was on staff with Campus
Crusade for Christ we were instructed
to answer the question about those
who've never heard in a different but
related way. Whatever God does for the
heathens in Africa, Papua New Guinea or
wherever else people have never heard,
He will be fair. But you have heard. You
are clearly accountable even under your
own premise. So the question is, what are
you going to do with Jesus? Are you going
to believe in Him for the life He promises?
Or are you going to walk away from
everlasting life?

THE FATE OF THE
MENTALLY INCOMPETENT

As I've written on this subject else-
where, [ will just repeat my conclusions
here! God only holds peaple account-
able for what they are capable of doing
(cf. Ezek 18:20-23; Jonah 4:11). Hence
those incapable will not be condemned.
But what will God do with the mentally
incompetent?

Since Jesus shed His blood on the
cross for the sins of the whole world
(1 John 2:2), He could give everlasting

life to people incapable of believing in
Him. That is one possible explanation
of this dilemma.

The other option, the one I favor, is
that all such people will be brought
back in the Millennium to live out
their lives. Admittedly, this view is not
taught in Scripture. But nowhere do the
Scriptures address the question of the
mentally incompetent. My belief is an
inference, based on the Biblical notion
that God only holds people account-
able for those things over which they
have control. The mentally incom-
petent never had a chance to believe
in Christ’s message. But if they were
brought back to life in the Millennium,
they could have that chance. And if
they then came to faith in Christ, they
would, of course, be born again. If not,
they would not. This requires peaple
to die more than once. So far that has
only happened for a handful of peaple
in the OT and a relatively small number
of people in the NT (though see Matt
27:52-53). Only those who were raised
from the dead {like Lazarus in John 11)
are given the opportunity to live again
before this life is finally over. But if this
is what God does, then only those who
believe in Jesus will have everlasting
life, vet without the problem of peaple
being unable ta believe.

GRACE MEANS GO

Charlie Bing pave a message enti-
tled “Grace Means Go” at our 2002
Annual Conference. The message was




























