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FROM THE EDITOR

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2020 

Paul said, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13). 
He could handle the tough times and the 

good times. So can every believer if we rely 
upon God to see us through.

Thanksgiving and Christmas will likely be 
a bit different this year. The coronavirus has 
been a tremendous strain on all of us. Millions 
of jobs have been lost. Many churches have 
not met in person for over half a year. Many 
Christian conferences and retreats have been 
canceled. Vacations have been postponed. Even 
important doctor’s visits have been put off.

On top of that, there has been rioting in the 
streets of many of our major cities. Social and 
political unrest has been very troubling. 

None of this comes as a surprise to our Lord. 
He knew this was coming. We can handle these 
things in a way that brings glory to His name. 

Let’s keep our focus on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is the reason for the season. He is the reason 
why we have everlasting life. He is the reason 
why we can do all things, because He strengthens 
us as we walk by faith in Him. 

There is plenty of bad news out there on TV, 
the internet, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, maga-
zines, books, and so on. May we not let that bad 
news spoil our thankfulness. We have much to be 
thankful for. 

Full of Thanks

Robert N. Wilkin, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Matthew 24? 

NINE PROOFS
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Introduction

Somewhere around 2000, I became con-
vinced that in Matt 24:40-44 the Lord is 
teaching the pre-trib Rapture. I was influ-

enced by conversations with Zane Hodges. 
Around 2005, I then heard a message defending 
the pre-trib Rapture in the Olivet Discourse by 
Dr. John Hart. In 2007-2008, we published three 
articles by Hart in JOTGES supporting his view. 

This article follows Hart’s ten points, but the 
comments are my own. I highly recommend read-
ers carefully analyze Hart’s three articles, which 
are available at faithalone.org.  

Because of space restrictions, I will merely hit 
the highlights. After all, Hart took sixty-five 
pages to develop his argument. 

Nine Proofs of the Pre-Trib Rapture in 
Matthew 24

First, the Lord gives many signs for the event 
described in Matt 24:4-31. Thus, you can know 
when the event is happening. But the Rapture, 
while imminent, is a sign-less event. Hence, when 
the Lord says, “of that day and hour no one 
knows...” (Matt 24:36), He must be referring to 
the Rapture, not to the Second Coming at the 
end of the Tribulation. 

Second, the words “now concerning” (peri de) 
start v 36 and indicate that a new idea is being 
discussed. 

Third, the words “that day and hour” (v 36) 
refer to the start of the day of the Lord, that is, 
the Rapture. And “that day and hour” is distin-
guished from references to “those days” (plural) 
in the prior section (i.e., Matt 24:19, 22, 29). 

Fourth, the Lord’s reference to the days of 
Noah (Matt 24:37-39) fits perfectly with an 
imminent event whose time is unknown. But it 
does not fit with someone being in a period of 
seven years with identifiable signs, including a 
sign that the mid-point has been reached (i.e., the 
abomination of desolation). Things before the 
flood were business as usual in Noah’s day, and 
they will be business as usual at the time of the 
Rapture as well. 

Fifth, a comparison between Matt 24:40-44 
and Paul’s words in 1 Thess 5:1-11 shows that the 
pre-trib Rapture is in view in Matthew 24. Paul 
picks up the Lord’s thief in the night imagery 
and refers to the Day of the Lord (1 Thess 5:2). 
Paul indicates that people will be saying “peace 
and safety” (1 Thess 5:3) when the Day of the 
Lord starts, then “sudden destruction” will come 
upon them (1 Thess 5:3). They will not escape 
that time of wrath (1 Thess 5:3). But believers 
will be saved from the Tribulation wrath (1 Thess 
5:9-10). 

Sixth, Peter’s words in 1 Pet 3:20-21 and 2 Pet 
3:10 show that the pre-trib Rapture was in view 
in Matthew 24. In 1 Pet 3:20-21, Peter talks 
about the time of Noah and his family being 12

3R
F

[Jesus said to them…] “Then two men will be 
in the field: one will be taken and the other 
left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: 
one will be taken and the other left. Watch 
therefore, for you do not know what hour 
your Lord is coming. But know this, that if 
the master of the house had known what hour 
the thief would come, he would have watched 
and not allowed his house to be broken into. 
Therefore, you also be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” 
(Matthew 24:40-44).
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saved from the wrath of the flood via the ark. 
That salvation was not regeneration, but a type 
of the Rapture of the Church. In 2 Pet 3:10-12, 
Peter uses the Lord’s image of the thief in the 
night to refer to the soon return of Christ, which 
will culminate in the destruction of the current 
heavens and the earth and the creation of a new 
heavens and earth.

Seventh, the reference to one will be taken 
naturally fits with the pre-trib Rapture. And 
those left behind (remember the Tim LaHaye 
books by that title?) naturally refer to unbeliev-
ers who are not delivered but must go through 
the Tribulation. Hart notes, “If the one ‘taken’ 
is taken away for judgment, it is peculiar that a 
word characterized by personal accompaniment 
is employed while the one ‘left’ to enter the king-
dom is described with a word frequently used for 

the forsaken” (JOTGES, Autumn 2008: 47). The 
language most naturally suggests that the ones 
taken refer to those taken in the Rapture. 

Eighth, the imagery of a thief in the night fits 
perfectly with the pre-trib Rapture. But it does 
not fit at all with those who have been left behind 
to go through the Tribulation. Once the Man 
of Sin signs a covenant with Israel, anyone who 
reads the Bible can see that day one of 2,520 
days has begun. When the two witnesses are 
killed, there will be 1,260 days before the Second 
Coming. Jesus’ Second Coming will not be like a 
thief in the night for anyone who has read God’s 
Word. Hart says, “There can be no forewarning 
if we are to honor the surprise element resident in 
the thief analogy in 24:43. A thief does not will-
ingly signal his presence, but numerous telltale 
signs will precede Christ’s Second Coming at the 

 “[T]he imagery of a thief in 
the night fits perfectly with the 
pre-trib Rapture. But it does 
not fit at all with those who 
have been left behind to go 
through the Tribulation.”
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climax of the tribulation” (JOTGES, Autumn 
2008: 51).

Ninth, the exhortation to watch (grēgoreō) 
absolutely shows that the Pre-trib Rapture is in 
view in both Matthew 24 and 1 Thess 5:1-11. 
Hart writes, “If pre-tribulationists agree that 1 
Thess 5 uses grēgoreō to instruct believers of the 
NT church to ‘stay alert’ for the coming pre-
tribulational Rapture, then isn’t it logical that 
Jesus could have utilized the same word in the 
same way in the Olivet Discourse?” (JOTGES, 
Autumn 2008: 57). 

Objections to This View
When John Hart presented 

these nine proofs at the Pre-
trib Study Group Conference, 
I thought he would win over 
most of the audience. How-
ever, while all the attendees 
believed in the pre-Trib 
Rapture, very few were per-
suaded by John’s arguments. 
In fact, he was followed by 
someone presenting a paper 
on John 14:1-3 who specifi-
cally rejected the idea of the 
pre-trib Rapture in Matthew 
24. 

Far and away, the greatest 
objection to this view is that 
it doesn’t fit one’s tradition. 
Post-tribulationists cannot 
see a pre-trib Rapture any-
where. While pre-tribulationists certainly have 
no overwhelming reason why they can’t see the 
Rapture in Matthew 24, tradition is powerful. 
If nearly all classic dispensationalists reject the 
pre-trib Rapture being found in Matthew 24, it is 
hard (or Hart) to go against the tide. 

Hart discusses several other objections in Part 3 
of his JOTGES articles. 

Some think that since Paul calls the Church 
a mystery, it means there was no reference to it 
before Acts 2. However, in Matthew 18, the Lord 
clearly referred to the Church. And nearly all 
classic dispensationalists believe that the Rap-
ture of the church is in view in John 14:1-3. A 

mystery is not something previously undisclosed, 
but something previously unknown. There is a 
big difference. While the Church could not be 
discerned from reading the Gospels alone (or 
some texts in the OT as well), it can be seen 
when those same texts are read in light of later 
revelation.

One of the biggest objections is from Luke 
17:37, which follows the Lord’s discussion of a 
man and woman who would be taken. When 
Jesus was asked, “Where, Lord?” He said, 
“Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be 

gathered together.” The 
argument goes that since that 
is normally interpreted as a 
reference to the judgments 
of the Tribulation, not the 
Rapture, the parallel passage 
in Matt 24:40-44 must not 
be about the Rapture either. 

Hart has an excellent alter-
native explanation: “Without 
excluding a possible allusion 
to judgment, a better sug-
gestion is that the disciples 
meant, ‘Where are You to be 
revealed, Lord?’ This under-
standing of Luke 17:37 fits 
the parallel passage in Matt 
24:28 where the proverbial 
saying applies exclusively 
to the Parousia (24:29-31)” 
(JOTGES, Autumn 2008: 
63). Luke 17:37 is very close 

in wording to Matt 24:28 (aetoi, eagles, is in 
both texts) and Luke 17:23. As a summary state-
ment at the end of Luke’s presentation of the 
sermon, it makes sense that the question is not 
about vv 34-36, but about the Lord’s return.  

Whatever Luke 17:37 means, it cannot and 
does not contradict what the Lord taught in Matt 
24:36-44. The nine proofs given above over-
whelm a possible objection based on what is itself 
a difficult verse to interpret. 

Conclusion
The evidence is strong (overwhelming?) that 

Matt 24:40-44 refers to the church’s pre-trib 

“If pre-tribulationists 
agree that 1 Thess 5 

uses grēgoreō to instruct 
believers of the NT 
church to ‘stay alert’ 
for the coming pre-

tribulational Rapture, 
then isn’t it logical that 

Jesus could have utilized 
the same word in the 

same way in the Olivet 
Discourse?”
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Rapture. Indeed, since there is no hint of the 
Tribulation in John 14:1-3, this is the only place 
in the Gospels where the Lord Jesus refers to the 
pre-trib Rapture.

Peter and Paul both use the imagery of the Day 
of the Lord and His coming as a thief in the night 
in reference to the pre-trib Rapture. 

While I certainly do not need Matt 24:40-44 to 
tell me that the Rapture is true and imminent (I 
have that from other texts), I find it encouraging 
that the doctrine originates with the Lord Jesus. 
It would be surprising if the Lord taught about 
the Tribulation and yet did not say anything 
about the pre-trib Rapture. 

Rapture truth has had a powerful impact on 
my life, from my early days when I came to faith 
in 1972 during the height of the Jesus people 
movement. Hal Lindsey’s writings about the 
Rapture were very meaningful to me. When I 
later became a student at his alma mater, Dallas 

Theological Seminary, my love and appreciation 
for the Rapture grew even more. 

Like Hart, I urge readers to consider whether 
the pre-trib Rapture might be in Matthew 24. 
Meditating on this important passage should 
prove spiritually enriching. It has been for me. 

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of 
Grace Evangelical Society. He lives 
in Highland Village, TX, with his 
wife of 44 years, Sharon. His latest 
book is Faith Alone in One Hundred 
Verses.

Share Grace!
We are privileged to send Grace in Focus free to over 10,500 households. 
We also reach 100,000 people a month with our daily blogs and 
podcasts.

If you believe in this ministry, would you prayerfully consider supporting 
us on a monthly basis? Just go to www.faithalone.org/donate and 
become a monthly donor at any amount, so we can reach even more 
people with the promise of everlasting life.
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“Righteousness” 
in Romans

By Ken Yates

One of the most inter-
esting things about 
studying the Book of 

Romans is how Paul uses the 
word righteousness. It is used 
over 35 times in the book. And 
that is counting just the noun, 
not the verb. Sometimes the 
word is translated righteous-
ness, and other times it is 
translated justification. Most 
famously, it is used to describe 
what the person who believes 
in Jesus Christ for eternal life 
receives. We are declared righ-
teous (or we might say we are 
justified) by God by faith (Rom 
3:21-22; 4:3).

But many are not aware that 
Paul uses a couple of other dif-
ferent words that are translated 
in the same way. I would like to 
look at one of them. The word 
is a rare word. It only occurs 
twice in the NT. Both times it is 
found in the book of Romans. 
Specifically, it is found in Rom 
4:25 and 5:18.

In Rom 4:25, both the NASB 
and the NKJV say that Jesus 
was raised for our justification. 
In 5:18, the NKJV says, “even 
so through one Man’s righteous 
act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in ‘justification’ of 
life.” In this verse, the English 
once again translates this rare 
word by the word justification. 
The NASB does as well.

This raises some questions. 
Why did Paul use a different 

word if he meant the same thing 
(righteousness/justification)? 
Should we think that this rare 
word has another meaning? If 
so, what does it mean?

In Rom 4:25, we most clearly 
see that Paul meant something 
else with this different word. 
Paul says that Jesus was “raised 
for our ‘justification.’” Most 
Evangelicals think Paul is saying 
that Jesus rose from the dead 
for our righteousness/justifica-
tion in the sense that His resur-
rection proved that His death 
paid for all our sins.

Such an interpretation means 
that the rare word used here 
means the same thing as Paul’s 
usual word for righteousness/
justification. When we believed 
in Jesus for eternal life, we 
were declared “righteous,” and 
Christ’s resurrection proves that 
we are declared “righteous” (or, 
we were justified).

But can I suggest another way 
of looking at this rare word? 

I think Paul uses a different 
word because he means some-
thing different.

When Christ rose from the 
dead, that showed that He was 
alive. Because He is alive and 
the Holy Spirit lives within us, 
we can live righteously. Christ 
was raised for our righteous 
living.

This fits the context of 
Romans 5 perfectly. Romans 
5–8 speak about walking 
by the Spirit and how to live 
righteously. Since Christ is not 
in the grave, not only are we 
declared righteous, but we can 
live like it. Paul’s normal word 
for righteousness is the result 
of Christ’s death, and the rare 

word He uses for righteousness 
in 4:25 is the result of His life. 
When Paul uses a word for how 
the Christian should live, he 
uses a different word.

The other time Paul uses 
this rare word bears this out. 
In Rom 5:18, Paul says that 
the obedience of Christ to the 
Father (by dying on the cross) 
resulted in “justification of life.” 
Christ’s death made this pos-
sible. When the believer lives by 
the Spirit, he experiences life. 
He enjoys, grows, and reaps the 
life Christ has given him, the 
very life of God. He is living 
righteously.

When we look at the Book 
of Romans and see the Greek 
words for righteousness/jus-
tification, we need to under-
stand that Paul is telling us two 
different things and thus uses 
two different words. Because of 
Christ’s death, when we believe 
in Jesus Christ for eternal life, 
we are declared righteous. But 
because He also rose from the 
dead, His death and resurrec-
tion give us the opportunity to 
live righteously or to experience 
a justification on a daily basis 
that is produced by the very life 
of God we possess. 

Ken Yates 
is GES’s 
international 
speaker. His 
latest book 
is Hebrews: 
Partners with 
Christ.
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Samson’s 
Weakness 
(Judges 
14:1-4)
By Mark Piland

Introduction

Rob Lowe, the former teenage heartthrob 
who knows a thing or two about skel-
etons coming out of the closet, had this to 

say about the perils of being famous in America: 
“Anyone who’s lived their life to the fullest extent 
has a scandal buried somewhere. And anybody 
who doesn’t have a scandal I have no interest in 
meeting…You show me somebody who’s led a 
perfect life, I’ll show you a dullard.”

Rob Lowe would have loved meeting Samson.
Samson was no dullard. His life was far from 

perfect. And he didn’t bury his scandals at all. 
Everything he did, he did in the open.

In fact, Samson had enough skeletons to fill 
two closets and enough dirty linen to keep a 
laundromat going 24 hours a day. He should 
have been a godly man…but he wasn’t. He 
shouldn’t have been in Hebrews 11…but he was.

Samson was a he-man with a she-weakness. 
And his life illustrates a temptation that many 
Christians face today.

Lookin’ For Love In All the Wrong Places
Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw 
a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the 
Philistines. So he went up and told his father 
and mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in 
Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; 
now therefore, get her for me as a wife” (Judg 
14:1-2).

In the East, parents did, and often still do, 
negotiate the marriage alliances for their sons.

During that period, the Philistine invaders had 
settled in the towns, and the dealings between 
them and the Israelites was often of such a 
friendly and familiar nature that it resulted in 
marriage. 

Then his father and mother said to him, 
“Is there no woman among the daughters 
of your brethren, or among all my people, 
that you must go and get a wife from the 
uncircumcised Philistines?” And Samson said 
to his father, “Get her for me, for she pleases 
me well” (Judg 14:3).

She pleases me well —literally, “she is right in 
mine eyes.” Not by her beautiful countenance, 
or by her handsome figure, but right or fit for 
his purpose. And this throws light on the histo-
rian’s remark in reference to the resistance of his 
parents:

But his father and mother did not know that 
it was of the Lord—that He was seeking an 
occasion to move against the Philistines (Judg 
14:4a).

The Lord was about to destroy the Philistine 
power. And the means which He meant to use 
would not be the power of a large army (as was 
the case of the preceding Judges), but the miracu-
lous prowess of the single champion of Israel.

In these circumstances, the provocation to 
hostilities could only spring out of a private quar-
rel, and Samson’s marriage to a Philistine girl 
was doubtless suggested by the secret influence 
of the Spirit as the best way of accomplishing the 
intended result.

The Danger of Falling in Love
When Samson desired to marry a woman in 

Timnah, what he really cared about was how 
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things looked to himself, not how they looked to 
the Lord.

“Love at first sight” is a powerful but danger-
ous thing. Why? Because it is entirely possible for 
us to fall in love with someone that we have no 
business falling in love with—which was exactly 
the case with Samson here.

Moreover, “love at first sight” may feel wonder-
ful, but it doesn’t last in its initial form. We can 
be attracted more to the feeling of love itself than 
to the person whom we focus upon. And while 
we can love someone at first sight, we don’t really 
know him or her at first sight.

In Love with the Wrong Person
It is possible to fall in love with someone who is 

actually very wrong for us. This is why Prov 4:23 
says:

Keep [literally, guard or protect] your heart 
with all diligence, for out of it spring the 
issues of life.    

If we don’t guard our hearts, we can end up in 
trouble. So, “Above all else, guard your heart.”

If we find that we are already in love with the 
wrong person, the only thing to do is to give up 
that person, because that is right before God. 
After all, Jesus told us that following Him would 
require that we give up the things we love most 
(Mark 10:29-30).

We keep looking for the right person, the one 
who will make us “happy.” But consider this 
quote: “A happy marriage is not about finding 
the right person. It’s about being the right person 
in the relationship.”

Often we have a list of what we want in a 
spouse. But that list could have just one quality 
on it, namely, not how shapely or how sharp he 
or she is, but does he or she love Jesus Christ? 
After that, be the right person. That matters 
more.
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Wanting what God Has Forbidden
And Samson said to his father, “Get her for 
me, for she pleases me well” (Judg 14:3b). 

In demanding a Philistine wife, Samson showed 
a sinful disregard for his parents and for God’s 
will (cf. Deut 7:3-4). Bound by romantic feelings, 
there are many people who still “demand” of 
God a mate out of God’s will. But the command 
that forbade the Israelites to intermmary with the 
pagan nations around them applies to the Chris-
tian today—a Christian must not marry someone 
who is not a Christian:

Do not be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? And what 
communion has light with darkness? (2 Cor 
6:14).

It isn’t because non-Christians are not lovable. 
Sometimes they are more lovable than believers.

Nor is it because they aren’t good enough or 
aren’t worthy of our love.

It is simply because in order to live the Chris-
tian life, Jesus Christ must be the most important 
thing in your life. And when a Christian and a 
non-Christian get together, you have two people 
who disagree on the most important things in 
life.

Missionary Dating?
By extension, a Christian really has no business 

even dating a non-Christian. Those who do run 
a serious risk of falling in love with someone they 
have no business falling in love with.

In fact, the whole philosophy of dating needs 
to be re-examined by Christians. Dating often 
teaches people more about how to break up 
and how to endure the pain of a broken heart 
than it does about building a lasting, enduring 
relationship.

Additionally, believers are advised to care-
fully discern if the Christian commitment of 
the person they are interested in dating is genu-
ine. There have been many pretended conver-
sions, calculated to merely entice a Christian to 
marriage.

When You’re Married to an Unbeliever
If someone goes against God’s plan and marries 

an unbeliever, or if one spouse becomes a Chris-
tian before the other one does, there are specific 
commands applying to those situations.

The Apostle Paul clearly wrote that this one 
must do all that is possible to stay in the mar-
riage, and be the best spouse you can be (see 
1 Cor 7:10-16).

Allowing Is Not the Same as Approving
God used Samson’s marriage for His pur-

poses. In accomplishing that purpose, God did 
not make a reluctant Samson pursue the Philis-
tine woman for marriage. Rather, God allowed 
Samson to do what he wanted to do, though the 
act itself was sinful. God allowed it both for rea-
sons in Samson’s life and for reasons on a larger 
scale. God did use Samson mightily, but God 
used him despite his sin, not because of it.

Today, someone might justify his desire to 
marry a non-Christian because he trusts some 
good will come out of it—such as his non-Chris-
tian partner eventually coming to Jesus. Things 
could work out that way. But don’t forget, even 
though God used Samson’s marriage to a Philis-
tine woman, it all came at a great personal cost 
to him (ending in his enslavement and death!).

No matter how much good God can bring out 
of the bad things we do, He can always bring far 
more good out of our obedience. And we our-
selves experience much less pain. 

Mark Piland is the senior pastor of 
Oak Hills Community Church in 
Argyle, TX.
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Our relationship to the law has ended (7:1-6)
7:1. Paul is now addressing those who know the 

law, in particular, Jewish believers and Gentiles 
who may have been connected with the syna-
gogues before coming to faith in Christ. 

The law only has authority over a person for 
as long as that person lives. This does not mean 
that it does not express any timeless principles of 
righteousness. But as a body of legislation, it was 
intended to regulate life on earth (e.g., Deut 25:4, 
quoted in 1 Cor 9:9). One of these, which Paul 
will now use as an example, is the law’s regula-
tion of marriage.

7:2-3. The example chosen by Paul is one 
intended to teach by analogy the freedom the 
Christian has from the Mosaic law. Under the 
Mosaic legislation (leaving the issue of divorce 
aside), a married woman was not allowed to 
contract a new marriage while her husband was 
alive. Only upon his death was another marriage 
permissible, since otherwise such a second mar-
riage would have been an act of adultery.

7:4. The fundamental consideration here is 
that through the body of Christ believers have 
been put to death to the law (see 6:3-4 and the 
discussion there). In Him we have died and are 
free from the law. We can therefore be properly 
married to Another Husband, namely to the One 
who was raised from the dead.

The aim of the new marriage is that we might 
bear fruit for God. Paul is thinking of the “fruit 
producing holiness” to which he has just referred 
(see 6:22).

Our new marriage to our Risen Lord—that is, 
our spiritual union with Him—is the true source 
of holiness. When we “walk in newness of life” 
(6:4) we are realizing our union with Him and 
“giving birth” to deeds of holiness.

7:5. In describing this pre-conversion experi-
ence, Paul switches from the plural “you” (v 4) to 
the plural “we” (vv 5-6). What he will now set 
forth had been his experience as well as theirs.

The law played a role in their experience in 
their unregenerate days. This role was manifested 
in the yearnings for sin that the law produced. 

In the light of Paul’s subsequent statement 
about the law arousing lust (v 7), it is likely that 
he has in mind the way negative commands so 
easily awaken yearnings for forbidden sin. 

In the unregenerate experience, Paul states, 
these yearnings were at work in our body’s mem-
bers. Paul is thus suggesting that the yearnings 
to which the law gave rise operated with effect in 
the physical members of their bodies so that the 
result was fruit consummated by death (to bear 
fruit for death).

Such, then, was their law-based experience 
while they were in the flesh. But this need not be 
their experience any longer.

Romans 7
A Concise Commentary 

From The Grace New Testament Commentary 
(Revised Edition)

By Zane Hodges
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 7:6. Paul has already stated this death to the 
law (v 4) and he now refers to it again (by dying 
to that by which we were held back).

Thus, believers are now free to serve in the 
newness of the Spirit, and not in the oldness of a 
written code. 

Paul uses the word newness only here and 
in 6:4 in Romans. (These are its only two NT 
occurrences.) The “newness of life” in which it is 
now possible to walk by virtue of our union with 
Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection (6:4) 
is nothing less than a service 
rendered to God in the new-
ness of the Spirit.

This new life lived by 
means of the Spirit is con-
trasted with the oldness of a 
written code. 

Paul’s word for serve here 
is the word for slave service 
and picks up from 6:22 his 
concept of being “enslaved to 
God.” The service we render 
to God in the newness of 
the Spirit is an expression 
of our inner man’s complete 
adherence to God’s will. 
This truth will shortly play a 
major role in Paul’s teaching 
in this chapter (see especially 
7:22-24).

Our efforts to live under the law fail (7:7-
25)

7:7. Paul now asks, Is the law itself sin?—that 
is, Is the law an instrument of sin and therefore 
fundamentally sinful? Far from it! 

In fact, the law actually exposes sin so that it 
can be properly recognized as sin. There could 
be no better example of this function of the law 
than the case of lust. How could a person have 
perceived certain desires as sin if God had not 
pronounced them sin with the command, “You 
shall not lust”? But once the law had pointed out 
lust, human beings could recognize it for what it 
was—the expression of an evil urge.

7:8. This role of the law in exposing sin does 
not make the law sinful. On the contrary, sin 
takes advantage of the sinner through the com-
mandment to produce what the law actually 
forbids. In the specific case of lust, sin took 
advantage of him to create in him every kind of 
lust.

The law made Paul aware of the evil disposi-
tions his own heart was capable of harboring. In 
this way, sin took advantage of him by stimulat-
ing and drawing forth from him the sinful desires 

inherent in his sinful nature.
Therefore, insofar as sin 

lies unrecognized apart from 
the prohibition that the law 
announces, sin can be said to 
be dead. In other words, sin 
as such is not an issue until it 
takes on the character of sin. 
It is dead because no moral 
question is at stake in the 
human heart or mind. But 
the law raises a moral issue 
so that sin comes to life in an 
otherwise common, ordinary 
human attitude.

7:9. This verse marks an 
important turn in Paul’s dis-
cussion of the law, signaled by 
the emphatic I (Egō). Surpris-
ingly, this is the first time in 

Romans that this personal pronoun appears, and 
this fact helps it to stand out. Furthermore, it 
occurs eight times from 7:9 through 7:25. Egō is 
the pivotal word of this section.

Paul continues to trade on the death/life anal-
ogy here. He himself was once alive without 
the law, but that condition ended when the law 
aroused sin, and at that point he died.

There is no coherent way that an experience 
like this can be sensibly assigned to the days 
when Paul was a self-righteous Pharisee. It is one 
thing to say that the law makes men conscious of 
sin, but quite another to describe them as alive 
without the law. “Life,” for Paul, when spiritu-
ally considered, is sourced in Christ.

Paul is referring to a time in his Christian 
experience when he was living in harmony with 

“The ‘newness of life’ 
in which it is now 

possible to walk by 
virtue of our union 
with Christ in His 
death, burial, and 

resurrection (6:4) is 
nothing less than a 

service rendered to God 
in the newness of the 

Spirit.”
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God, that is, he was walking by the Spirit (cf. 
8:13). But then the law confronted him with one 
of its commands (when the commandment came) 
and aroused sin in him, resulting in the end of his 
harmonious experience of life (I died).

Paul’s experience here has been replicated 
countless times in the experience of Christians, 
particularly those young in the faith. After their 
conversion they were living joyously. But sud-
denly they were confronted with a command that 
they either did not know or had forgotten. Their 
joy was suddenly replaced by 
a struggle with temptation, 
their struggle ended in defeat 
and sin, and their experience 
of walking with God was 
terminated. From being alive, 
they had passed over into an 
experience of death. They 
had died exactly as Paul later 
warns (8:13).

7:10-11. Of course, God 
intended that the commands 
of the law should have a posi-
tive, not a negative, effect. 
The words translated the 
very commandment intended 
to produce life show that the 
law’s actual purpose was to 
keep man from the deeds that 
lead to death. But through 
sin’s allurement, the com-
mandment instead produced for Paul an experi-
ence of death. It did this by taking advantage of 
his sinful proclivities, deceived him about the 
value of the sinful act and, once he had commit-
ted it, sin had killed him. A vibrant experience 
with God (fellowship with Him) was terminated.

7:12-13. The experience of “dying” that Paul 
has just described in no way diminishes the sanc-
tity of the law. It remains holy and righteous and 
good. These adjectives are probably not intended 
by Paul to represent distinct characteristics of the 
law, but rather are a rhetorical instrument for 
underlining the law’s complete moral perfection.

But was the law a deadly instrument for Paul? 
Far from it! The law served its basic purpose 

of making sin known (Rom 3:20). Even in the 

spiritual “fall” Paul has described (vv 9-11), the 
law still exposed the character of sin as being just 
that—sin.

Indeed, sin’s successful utilization of the law 
enhanced the condemnation under which the law 
had placed it. This happened because sin—to the 
end that it might appear as sin—produced death 
for Paul through what was good. In other words, 
a desire is proved to be sinful whenever it is 
confronted by God’s commandment and refuses 
to die. The fact that this impulse had led to sin 

and death in the very face of 
the commandment forbidding 
it was further evidence that it 
was truly sin. In other words, 
sin used a good thing (the law) 
to produce death, and it was 
allowed to do this in order 
that more than ever it might 
appear as the sinful thing it 
was.

In this way, the sinfulness 
of sin was enhanced. Obvi-
ously it was sin if the law 
said so, but the fact that sin 
acted in defiance of the divine 
command, producing death, 
made it supremely sinful. 
Sin becomes sinful “in the 
extreme” when it does its 
work in direct contravention 
of God’s known will.

7:14. Furthermore, the law is not only good, 
it is spiritual. It is not mundane or fleshly but 
partakes of the spiritual nature of the God who 
gave it. 

The problem is that I myself am fleshly. Paul 
found himself under the dominion of sin. Sin 
ruled him precisely because of his basic human 
nature.

As a fleshly person by nature, Paul describes 
himself as sold under…sin. Here Paul uses again 
the concept of man’s enslavement to sin (6:16-21) 
and he uses the terminology of the slave market 
(sold) to make his point. It is doubtful that Paul 
has in mind any specific occasion on which this 
selling occurred. The word sold seems obviously 
rhetorical and portrays the complete helplessness 

“The words translated 
the very commandment 

intended to produce 
life show that the law’s 

actual purpose was 
to keep man from 

the deeds that lead to 
death. But through 
sin’s allurement, the 

commandment instead 
produced for Paul an 
experience of death.”
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(apart from God’s deliverance, Romans 8) of his 
servitude to sin.

7:15. The statement, I don’t know what I am 
accomplishing, describes an ineffectual struggle 
that is consistent with his recognition of his 
bondage.

Specifically, what I wish is not what I do, but 
what I hate is what I do. Thus, from the very 
start of this memorable discussion (which goes 
down to v 25), the problem is focused on the 
issue of Paul’s will. What he wills cannot be car-
ried out.

The key word in Paul’s 
statement is the Greek verb 
thelō, translated here by the 
word wish. In the present 
section (7:15-25), it occurs 
seven times. Paul is begin-
ning to show here how 
Christian living is far more 
than a determined exercise 
of the will. Indeed, for true 
Christian living, the Chris-
tian’s own personal wishes 
can never accomplish his 
goals. This is a truth that will 
emerge clearly by the end of 
chap. 7.

7:16-17. The futility of 
Paul’s struggle with sin leads 
to a discerning self-analysis. 
If he is in fact doing what he 
does not wish to do, it fol-
lows from this that at the 
level of his innermost desires 
he is agreeing with the law 
that it is good. He means that 
when he violates the law in some particular way, 
his inward desire to do otherwise shows that he 
fully agrees that what the law commands on this 
point is good. He is thus aware that what he does 
is evil.

Given what Paul has just said about his 
inward—but ineffectual—desire to do what the 
law prescribes, his disobedience to the law must 
be ultimately assigned to the sin that dwells in 
him. It is not to be assigned to his inner self (I 
myself).

In making the statement that it is no longer I 
myself who accomplishes it, Paul picks up the 
same word (katergazomai) that he had used in 
v 15. His frustration that he cannot accomplish 
what he truly desires (i.e., obedience to God) is 
now resolved into the realization that his disobe-
dience is in fact the accomplishment of sin. Thus, 
at the level of his “inward man” (see v 22), he 
remains “enslaved” to God’s law (v 25). In the 
words we are looking at, Paul gives expression to 
the truth that the Christian’s inner self remains 

sinless (see the discussion 
under v 25).

7:18-19. The sharp differen-
tiation between sin and him-
self that Paul has just made (v 
17) facilitates the recognition 
that he fundamentally lacks 
the ability to do any good 
thing. There is no good thing 
that dwells in him, that is, 
in the flesh. To be sure, his 
inward man has the capacity 
to wish to do that which is 
good. The capacity to desire 
this lies ready at hand for 
him. That is not the problem. 
But the ability to accomplish 
what is good is absent because 
of his flesh.

With the statements of these 
verses, Paul is beginning to 
show that “the body [his 
flesh] is dead because of sin” 
(8:10). His complete inability 
to accomplish what is good is 
because he dwells in a spiri-

tually dead body. Try as he may, he is unable to 
discover how to surmount the impediment of his 
body in order to obey God’s law.

The expression I do not discover is of interest. 
The experience Paul is describing is more than 
one in which he futilely tries and fails. It is also 
an experience of seeking to find out (discover) 
how to do what God desires him to do (cf. v 24). 

Paul’s words therefore hint that the believer 
often does not find the secret of victorious 

“Paul does not share 
the illusion that some 

modern Christians 
have that if we have 

been regenerated, then 
obedience to God’s 
law is both simple 
and natural. They 

are forgetting a fact 
of which Paul was 

painfully conscious—
that although the Spirit 

within us is life, the 
physical body remains 
dead to God’s will.”
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Christian living until he is urgently seeking to 
discover it.

7:20. Paul repeats the conclusion already 
expressed in v 17, emphasizing this point. In his 
innermost self, he is in harmony with God’s will 
(see v 22). Thus, Paul affirms that when I myself 
act contrary to my deepest desire, I myself do 
not in fact really do the evil thing. Instead the sin 
that dwells in me does it.

Both in v 17 and here, the English phrase I 
myself is emphatic. The Greek pronoun in this 
passage is used consistently as a reference to 
Paul’s deepest, truest self that wants to do good.

7:21. Paul’s experience has allowed him to dis-
cover the fact that when he wishes to do what is 
good, evil lies ready at hand for him. 

This discovery takes the form of a law (this 
law). It is an unbreakable principle that is invari-
ably operative in his human experience. That is, 
this law pertains to him and impacts his personal 
experience as he struggles against sin.

Paul does not share the illusion that some 
modern Christians have that if we have been 
regenerated, then obedience to God’s law is both 
simple and natural. They are forgetting a fact 
of which Paul was painfully conscious—that 
although the Spirit within us is life, the physical 

body remains dead to God’s will (see 8:10). They 
are forgetting the law Paul is referring to here.

7:22-23. Paul elaborates the concept of law. We 
note four “laws” here: (1) the law of God; (2) 
another law in my body’s members; (3) the law of 
my understanding; and (4) the law of sin which is 
in my body’s members. 

Of course, by the term law of God Paul has in 
mind chiefly the Mosaic moral code. In that law 
his inward man can and does delight. 

But another law in his body’s members opposes 
the willingness of his inward man to conform to 
God’s law. That law is actually waging war with 
the desire of his inward man. In the light of v 25 
(see discussion there), Paul most likely means by 
this particular law the inclination of his sinful 
flesh which always desires the opposite of what 
the Spirit desires (see also Gal 5:16-17).

The desire of his inward man to obey God’s 
law is expressed by the term the law of my 
understanding. Paul means by this that his 
inward man understands that the law is “holy” 
and “spiritual” (vv 12 and 14) and that its com-
mand is “holy and righteous and good” (v 12). 
Therefore, it is highly desirable. 

But the law in his body’s members (law #2) 
overcomes the desire of the law of his under-
standing (law #3). It does so by utilizing the law 
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of sin which is in his body’s members (law #4) 
so that by means of this law (#4), he is taken 
captive.

This final law (the law of sin) can be under-
stood as the “reign” of sin in his physical flesh 
(see 6:12) resulting in the subservience of his 
physical body to its dictates. Thus the impulses of 
his body, by means of its enslavement to the law 
of sin, are invariably aligned against his desire for 
obedience to God. These impulses thus become a 
law in his body’s members (#3) that is driven by 
the law of sin (#4). The result is Paul’s captivity 
to “the evil thing” that he does “not wish to do” 
(v 19).

7:24-25. Paul found the situation he described 
intolerable. The disconnect between his inward, 
holy desires and the impulses/actions of his physi-
cal body left him wretched. He cried out wonder-
ing who might be able to deliver him from the 
body of this kind of death. The solution became 
plain to him (v 25).

Paul means exactly what his words suggest 
here. The Christian person—who has Christ 
in Him—lives in a spiritually dead body, as is 
plainly stated in 8:10. The body is therefore like 
a dead albatross hanging around the spiritual 
“neck” of the regenerate inward man. It continu-
ally drags him down to defeat.

He states the answer at once. He is thankful 
that God can deliver through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. This triumphant assertion prepares the way 
for Paul’s exposition of victorious Christian living 
that follows in the next chapter.

But before launching that discussion, he pauses 
to summarize the conclusions to be drawn from 
the experience described in 7:7-24. 

Out of his frustrating experience of spiritual 
defeat, two truths emerge clearly. First, I myself 
serve the law of God with my understanding 
(inward man, see v 22).  Second, with the flesh I 
serve the law of sin.

His inner servitude to God’s law is counter-
balanced by his servitude to the law of sin. The 
former servitude cannot find expression because 
of the latter servitude. The fruitless struggle 
described in the preceding verses (vv 15-23) has 
made this fact plain.

Paul’s understanding is the sphere in which the 
law is served, while the flesh is the instrument 
with which he carries out sin’s desires.

Finally, we must notice that in the first clause 
of this last statement, Paul says that the “real I” 
does not sin.

In this kind of treatment of the problem of 
sin, we meet a concept not unlike that found in 
1 John 3:9 and 5:18. There the regenerate person 
is said not to sin nor to be able to sin. Due to the 
fact that God’s “seed remains in” the regenerate 
person, “he cannot sin because he has been born 
of God” (1 John 3:9). It is easy to see that this 
“impossibility” that John describes can be con-
veyed by Paul’s metaphor about being “enslaved” 
to the law of God. Paul’s “inward man” does 
not, and cannot, “do” the sin he hates (Rom 
7:20-23). 

Zane Hodges was a pastor, author, 
and professor of Greek at Dallas 
Theological Seminary. He was 
promoted to glory in 2008.
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Time for 
Devotions
By Allen Rea

Even as a pastor, I’ve had my share of spiri-
tual struggles.

I know of plenty of times when I’ve 
gotten out of the will of God, or when I allowed 
waves of discouragement to overtake me.

However, I’ve also noticed that every single 
spiritual defeat I’ve experienced can be traced 
back to my devotional life’s weakness or even 
absence.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of 
strong and consistent devotionals in the life of a 
Christian.

What does a devotional life look like?

A Time In the Word
The key is spending time with God in His 

Word.
We are called upon to continuously praise Him 

and to pray to Him (Phil 4:4; 1 Thess 5:17). 
However, we must also take time to spend in 
His Word and to memorize it (Ps 119:11). Lester 
Roloff, a man I quote often and have learned 
much from, said: “You will never have any more 
love for God than you have for the Word of 
God.” This is a profoundly true statement. 

A Time for Delight
Devotions are not something to mark off your 

daily list of chores. They are a time of commu-
nion with God in which you delight. I’ve made 
that mistake many times. If you’re not delighting 
in your time with God, then something is wrong.

Psalm 119:161 says “my heart stands in awe 
of Your word.” And God is to be delighted in 
(Psalm 37:4). Therefore, our time in His Word 
should bring us great awe and delight.

Practically speaking, if devotional time is a 
chore, then you’ll eventually stop having it. How-
ever, if devotional time is a delight, you’ll keep 
going.

The main thing in your devotional life must be 
the Bible itself. While devotional books are good 
and useful tools, nothing should usurp the promi-
nence of the Bible. Keep the Word of God as the 
center of your devotional life.

Dr. Curtis Hutson used to say that “the Bible 
Belt needs another belt with the Bible.” I would 
gladly “amen” that! 

A Time to Hear
Devotional time is not when you prepare a 

sermon or a Sunday school lesson. It is not the 
time to be poured out, but to be filled up.

You are not seeking to prepare something else, 
but seeking to hear from Someone who is prepar-
ing you. And you hear from God as you read the 
Bible.

There is no doubt about it—I’ve learned from 
experience that a weak devotional life makes for 
a weak Christian. I implore you to take the time 
to delight in devotional life!

A Time to Change
I am a Baptist by birth and by conviction, and 

Baptists used to be known as “people of the 
Book.” I am afraid we are no longer worthy of 
that title.

We have changed and left our roots.
We need to change back and become people of 

the Book once again.
Tradition, reason, and experience are all to 

be placed under the scrutiny of Scripture. But 
we will be ill-equipped to do this apart from a 
delightful and disciplined devotional life. 

Allen Rea is pastor of Higgston 
Baptist Church in Ailey, GA.



Board Meeting 
Plano, TX 
August 1

On Saturday morning we talked about GES’s need 
to be vigilant long term. Will GES remain faithful 
twenty-five years from now? Fifty? We need to 

reproduce our ministry and our ministry leaders each 
generation. That is true of churches and it is true of 
ministries like GES as well. 

We also discussed the possibility of GES undertaking 
a 5-year project to produce a commentary on the Old 
Testament. The Board was in favor of the idea and 
authorized Shawn and Bob to come up with a plan.

Miami Regional 
August 7-8

We weren’t sure if it was going to happen. But 
Pastor Cody Wallace, his wife Meg, the elders, and the 
wonderful volunteers at Southwest Community Church 
helped to make our Miami Regional a success under 
very difficult circumstances.

We practiced social 
distancing, wore masks, 
and refrained from 
hugging or shaking hands, 
but the people who came 
were still edified through the hearing of God’s Word.

The subject was Biblical spiritual practices, and the 
speakers were Shawn, Cody, Al Valdes, Kent Young (who 
graciously came as a last-minute replacement for Ken 
Yates), and Keith Pesce. All the speakers were strong 
and did a great job presenting their topics, ranging 
from Bible study to the Lord’s Supper. Audio from the 
conference will be available soon at faithalone.org.

Bayside Community Church 
Tampa, FL 
August 29-30

This is the third time I (Ken) have spoken at Bayside. 
The church has two services, and I spoke on two women 
in the Book of Mark who are heroes. The first was the 
widow who gave her two mites. The second was the 
woman who anointed Jesus for burial at the home of 
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A great time studying the Word in Miami! Shawn and Cody.



Simon the Leper. The messages were well received, and 
I had a wonderful time. Thanks to Don Rice for all the 
logistical help for my trip.  Also, thanks go out to Bob 
and Karen Carter and Susan Service for providing great 
meals and even better company. I really enjoyed the 
conversations about the military! I’ve included a picture 
of the first service. Many of the folks are watching 
the services online, but the church is praying that the 
situation with the virus will improve and all the people 
can come in person soon.

Victor Street Bible Chapel 
Dallas, TX 
August 9

In Mark 4 the Lord Jesus presented three parables, all 
dealing with seeds. The chapter ends with Him stilling 
a storm. The disciples did not understand the parables 
without the Lord’s explanations, which He gave in 
private. Nor did they understand it when He stopped a 
deadly storm. The chapter ends with the disciples asking 
one another: “Who can this be, that even the wind and 
the sea obey Him!” (Mark 4:41). Born-again people need 
to learn more about God’s Word and about the Word 
(John 1:1). The Holy Spirit will open our understanding 
of the Bible and the Lord Jesus Christ as we diligently 
seek Him. 

In the Lord’s Supper we overviewed the ninth minor 
prophet, Zephaniah. 

GES Overseas Ministry
 Kathryn and I (Ken) are continuing a study through 

Zoom on the Gospel of John. The study includes people 

from various countries and meets each Saturday. It 
started out with some people in Spain who are having 
a difficult time finding Free Grace teaching. It has now 
spread to other places. We have around 15 each week. 
We are currently in John 10. Kathryn puts a study guide 
together for each week along with related articles from 
the GES website. We look forward to the study each 
week, and it seems to be going well.

I am continuing my study in the Book of Hebrews 
for the staff at a Bible college in Zambia through Zoom 
each Tuesday. This is a school that Kathryn and I have 
taught at in person but is currently closed because of the 
coronavirus.

COVID and the National 
Conference

Many of you have called to ask what precautions we 
will be taking at the National Conference.

We will be following the guidelines set down by 
Dallas County, where Coppell Bible Fellowship is 
located. Unless the situation changes, we will be taking 
the following precautions: 1) masks will be required 
for all except when you are eating or drinking (GES will 
provide masks for those needing them)—and except 
for speakers while they are giving a message, 2) hand 
sanitizer will be available, and we encourage regular 
use, 3) 6-foot social distancing will be enforced, except 
for members of the same family, 4) there will be no 
handshakes or fist bumps or even elbow tapping, and 
5) anyone with a temperature or flu-like symptoms will 
not be permitted to attend sessions. We followed similar 
guidelines for the Miami conference, where everyone 
stayed safe.
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Dinner with the Board.The believers at Bayside.
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The 
Mailbag
By You

I love Grace in Focus and Partners in Grace. 
I am amazed at how the Lord is using you 
around the world. It really is an open door 

set before us. I love you all.” ~Bynum, TX.

“I get very excited when I think of all that 
GES is doing. The Lord can accomplish much 
with little. Thank you for your labor for the 
Lord. It is so needed!” ~Oswego, IL.

“Your website and books have taken me back 
20 years when I was saved by simple faith.” 
~email.

“Just wanna let Shawn know I think he’s done 
some great videos on YouTube. You just do a 
great job. Point to ponder: why would God give 
me salvation when I didn’t deserve it, then take it 
away, when I don’t deserve it? God bless y’all in 
Jesus’ name!” ~DeKalb, MS.

“Thank you for your wonderful work getting 
the free grace message out.” ~Novato, CA.

“Blessings on the continuing of the grace mes-
sage through GES, especially in these stressful 
times!” ~Fort Worth, TX.

“Thank you for your faithfulness! I enjoy 
Grace in Focus very much. This will be a recur-
ring monthly gift.” ~Red Bank, TN.

“I watched ten of your videos [on YouTube] and 
I love your message that we are eternally secure 
and saved by believing on Jesus.” ~email.  

“If I believe in faith alone through grace alone, 
who can I turn to? I am unable to attend church 
as I am bedridden. Any help you could give me 
would be so much appreciated. I was given a 
diagnosis by an oncologist of having a form of 

leukemia. I feel like my time is limited. Please 
pray for me.” ~Twin Falls, ID.

“I was saved by faith almost 20 years ago, 
but was immediately introduced to a works-
based gospel. Over the last 20 years, I have been 
drowning in doubt, despair, and depression. I 
have recently read free grace and realize how 
wrong that works teaching is. I am slowly coming 
out of this bondage but need help.” ~email.

“Thank you for the excellent teaching you 
bring through your blog and radio programs.” 
~MN.

“I really appreciate your ministry and your 
magazine. This issue [Sept/Oct 2020] was espe-
cially helpful. The articles on faith alone, total 
depravity, and Lordship Salvation all deal with 
questions that seem to come up often. Thank you 
for keeping your readers informed.” ~Santa Rosa, 
CA. 

Send your letters to ges@faithalone.org or to GES, PO Box 
1308, Denton, TX 76202.
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Is Calvinism Biblical? 
Let the Scriptures Decide
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin compares the five 
points of Calvinism against 
twelve key verses.

USD $15.00 $9.00 
Softcover • 166 pages 
Code: icb

Faith Alone in One 
Hundred Verses
Robert N. Wilkin
Did you know that there 
are at least one-hundred 
verses that teach salvation 
by faith? Written in a 
devotional style, this book 
guides the reader through 
the overwhelming evidence 
for salvation by grace alone, 
through faith alone, in 
Jesus.

USD $18.00 
Softcover • 296 pages 
Code: fav 

Hebrews: Partners 
with Christ
Kenneth W. Yates
This verse-by-verse 
commentary explains 
how Hebrews encourages 
believers to persevere so 
they will rule with Christ 
in His kingdom. It also 
warns against the deadly 
consequences of falling 
away from Christ.

USD $22.00 $11.00 
Softcover • 244 pages 
Code: hpwc 

Chosen to Serve: Why 
Divine Election Is to 
Service, Not to Eternal 
Life
Shawn Lazar
Is Biblical election about 
eternal life or service to God?

USD $18.00 $12.00 
Softcover • 284 pages 
Code: cts 

Turn and Live: The 
Power of Repentance
Robert N. Wilkin
What is the nature and 
purpose of repentance?

USD $15.00  
Softcover • 158 pages 
Code: tal 

40% off 
bulk orders 

of 
10+ copies
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Enduring
till the End

Bob Wilkin

Are we guaranteed to 
persevere in the faith?

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org

The 
Simplicity 
of Saving 

Faith

The 
Simplicity 
of Saving 

Faith

Bob Wilkin

Do you have saving 
faith?

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org Bob Wilkin

Faith alone, in Christ alone, 
for everlasting life.

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org

WHAT 
IS FREE 
GRACE 

THEOLOGY?

His Promise 
Is Certain

Bob Wilkin

Are you sure of your 
eternal destiny?

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org

Six Secrets 
of the Christian Life
Zane C. Hodges
Hodges sets forth some 
basic principles for 
growing in Christ. Second 
Edition, with study 
questions. 

USD $12.00 
Softcover • 100 pages 
Code: sscl2 

Grace in Eclipse: 
A Study on Eternal 
Rewards
Zane C. Hodges
How does the doctrine of 
rewards relate to the saving 
message?

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 168 pages 
Code: gie2

Beyond Doubt: How 
to Be Sure of Your 
Salvation
Shawn Lazar
What are the most common 
errors that lead to a lack of 
assurance? 

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 154 pages 
Code: bd 

The Gospel Under 
Siege: Faith and Works 
in Tension
Zane C. Hodges
What is the relationship 
between faith and works? 

USD $16.00 
Softcover • 266 pages 
Code: gus2 

The Hungry Inherit
Zane C. Hodges
The burden of this work 
is to clearly distinguish 
between salvation and 
discipleship.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 160 pages 
Code: thi

Spiritual Lessons from 
the Life of David
Zane C. Hodges
What can you learn about 
the spiritual life from David 
and Saul? 

USD $10.00 
Softcover • 94 pages 
Code: lod 



Inerrancy for 
Dummies
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin explains “true 
inerrancy,” and how 
to resolve alleged 
discrepancies in the Bible.  

USD $7.95 
Softcover • 75 pages 
Code: ifd 

Tough Texts: Did Jesus 
Teach Salvation by 
Works? 
Hodges & Wilkin
Zane and Bob discuss 
passages in the Synoptic 
Gospels that seem to teach 
salvation by works.

USD $18.00 
Softcover • 174 pages 
Code: tt 

What Is the Outer 
Darkness?
Zane C. Hodges with 
Robert N. Wilkin
Zane and Bob discuss all 
three occurrences of the 
phrase “the outer darkness” 
in Matthew.

USD $14.00 
Softcover • 112 pages 
Code: wod 

Evangelism Business Cards

USD $15.00 
Box of 200 cards 
Code: ebc 

A Gospel of Doubt: 
The Legacy of John 
MacArthur’s The 
Gospel According to 
Jesus
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin shows how to move 
from a gospel of doubt, to a 
gospel of assurance.  

USD $22.00  
Softcover • 305 pages 
Code: agd 

The Journey of Faith: 
Sermons on Hebrews
Zane C. Hodges
The Epistle to the Hebrews 
is about the incredible 
journey of faith.  

USD $15.00 $8.00 
Softcover • 212 pages 
Code: jof 
 
 

Power to Stand: An 
Exposition of Jude
Zane C. Hodges
God gives every believer the 
power to stand, so as not to 
fall away.

USD $9.00 
Softcover • 76 pages 
Code: pts 
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Four Views on the Role of Works at the Final Judgment
Robert N. Wilkin, Thomas R. Schreiner, James D. G. Dunn, 
Michael P. Barber
Through a discussion of Biblical texts, this book presents four 
perspectives on the role of works at the final judgment including: Robert 
N. Wilkin, works will determine rewards but not salvation, and Thomas 
R. Schreiner, works will provide evidence that one actually has been 
saved.

Out of Stock. 

The Ten Most Misunderstood 
Words in the Bible

Robert N. Wilkin
An exploration of Biblical terms 
everyone knows, and yet few 
understand.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 221 pages 
Code: ten
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Confident in Christ 
(Second Edition)

Robert N. Wilkin
This book examines 
sixteen “tough texts” 
from the NT that are 
often used to teach 
salvation by works.

USD $22.00 
Softcover • 278 pages 
Code: cic2

Absolutely Free: A 
Biblical Reply to 
Lordship Salvation
Zane C. Hodges
This book clearly explains 
how popular theologies 
tend to confuse faith and 
works, salvation and 
discipleship, eternal life and 
eternal rewards. 

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 272 pages 
Code: af2

Eternal Life: Believe to 
Be Alive
Lucas Kitchen
This easy-to-read book 
gives an entertaining and 
illustrative view of the 
concept of eternal life and 
what you must do to receive 
it.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 300 pages 
Code: el 

The Atonement and 
Other Writings
Zane C. Hodges
This book collects three 
hard-to-find shorter works 
by Hodges: The Atonement; 
Jesus, God’s Prophet; and 
Did Paul Preach Eternal 
Life?

USD $15.95 
Softcover • 116 pages 
Code: atm

Luke: The Life of 
Imitating Jesus, Volume 
One
Zane C. Hodges
The first volume of sermons 
on Luke, delivered by Zane 
Hodges at Victor Street Bible 
Chapel, East Dallas. Vol 2  
also available.

USD $8.95 $2.50 
Softcover • 71 pages 
Code: Luke-Vol1
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The Grace 
New Testament 
Commentary (Revised 
Edition)
Ed. Robert N. Wilkin
This edition has hundreds 
of corrections, and is newly 
typeset as a one-volume 
paperback. It now includes 
a condensed version of 
Zane Hodges’s Romans: 
Deliverance from Wrath.

USD $35.00 $25.00 
Softcover • 658 pages 
Code: gntc

The Road to Reward 
(Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin
Robert N. Wilkin takes us 
through the Biblical doctrine 
of eternal rewards at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ.

USD $20.00 $12.00 
Softcover • 200 pages 
Code: rr2

Second Peter: Shunning 
Error in Light of the 
Savior’s Return
Zane C. Hodges
Second Peter is about 
growing in holiness in light 
of the Second Coming. 
Through this commentary, 
you will long for the Savior’s 
soon return! 

USD $15.00 $6.00 
Softcover • 142 pages 
Code: 2pet

Eternal Rewards: It 
Will Pay to Obey
Lucas Kitchen
Whether you’re new to the 
concept, or a long-time 
student of the Bible, you 
will enjoy this graphical 
exploration of rewards in 
Heaven.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 280 pages 
Code: er 

First Peter: The 
Salvation of the Soul
Zane C. Hodges
As you read through First 
Peter, you will better 
understand God’s desire 
to save your soul. 

USD $10.00 $6.00 
Softcover • 106 pages 
Code: 1pet 

Grudem Against 
Grace: A Defense of 
Free Grace Theology
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin responds to 
Grudem’s critique of Free 
Grace.

USD $15.00 $9.00 
Softcover • 144 pages 
Code: gag 
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Journal of 
the Grace 
Evangelical 
Society
Autumn 2014 / Volume 27 / Number 53

The Novelty of Free Grace Theology, Part 2: 
The Dangers of Following the 
Commentary Traditions
Editor

Our Evangelism Should Be Exegetically Sound
Robert N. Wilkin

The Two Modes of Humanity, 
Part 3: Objections and Responses
Philippe R. Sterling

Christ Died for All: Unlimited Atonement According 
to Robert D. Preus and 
Zane C. Hodges
Shawn Lazar

The Secret Believer in the Gospel of John
Bob Bryant

Book Reviews

Find over 1000 free magazine 
articles and over 250 free journal 
articles (through Autumn 2012) 

and other resources at

www.faithalone.org

Grace Evangelical Society
4851 S I-35 E, Suite 203

Corinth, TX 76210
ges@faithalone.org

Journal of 
the Grace 
Evangelical 
Society
100+ pages. Two issues 
each year. Scholarly 
yet practical articles 
and reviews.

USD $18.50 / $9.25 for 
new or gift subscriptions. 
Code: jotges 
View website for 
other special deals.

The Epistle 
of James
Zane C. Hodges

This is the best 
commentary available 
on James. The section on 
James 2:14-26 has helped 
thousands understand 
this pivotal passage.

USD $15.00 $8.00 
Softcover • 128 pages 
Code: jas

Romans: 
Deliverance 
from Wrath
Zane C. Hodges

Romans teaches us 
about deliverance 
from temporal wrath 
and slavery to sin.

USD $24.99 $10.00   
Softcover • 488 pages 
Code: rom

Confronting 
Calvinism
Anthony B. Badger

A detailed refutation of the 
Five Points of Calvinism from 
a Free Grace perspective.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 397 pages 
Code: cc

Free Grace 
Theology on Trial
Anthony B. Badger

This book presents a careful, 
point-for-point defense 
against the charges made 
by Wayne Grudem in “Free 
Grace” Theology: 5 Ways it 
Diminishes the Gospel and D.A. 
Carson’s Exegetical Fallacies.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 375 pages 
Code: fgtt

The Epistles 
of John
Zane C. Hodges

First John is all about 
fellowship with God, 
not tests of life. Second 
and Third John are 
also explained in this 
valuable commentary.

USD $8.95 $3.00 
Softcover • 312 pages 
Code: 1-3john

A Free Grace 
Primer
Zane C. Hodges

Collects three of 
Hodges’s books, The 
Hungry Inherit, The 
Gospel Under Siege, 
and Grace in Eclipse.

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 571 pages 
Code: fgp2

The Other Side 
of Calvinism
Laurence M. Vance

This is a detailed 
historical examination 
and critical Biblical 
analysis of the 
philosophical 
speculations and 
theological implications 
of Calvinism

USD $29.95 
Hardcover • 800 pages 
Code: osc

Harmony 
with God
Zane C. Hodges

Repentance is one of the 
most misunderstood 
doctrines in the 
church today. If 
you have questions 
about repentance, 
read this book.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 133 pages 
Code: hwg

Beyond Calvinism 
and Arminianism
C. Gordon Olson

Defends a middle view 
of salvation between 
Calvin and Arminius.

USD $20.00 $15.00 
Softcover • 467 pages 
Code: bca

Best of Zane 
Hodges DVD
Over 10 hours of Zane 
Hodges’s messages on 
two DVDs utilizing a 
combination of video, 
when available, or audio 
with transcription.

USD $40.00 $15.00 
2 DVDs 
Code: bozhdvd

Secure and Sure
Robert N. Wilkin

Assurance of eternal life is 
one of the most important, 
and for many, elusive truths. 
You can be secure and sure.

USD $9.95 $4.00  
Softcover • 252 pages 
Code: sas  
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Taking 
Romans 
8:28-30 
Back from 
Calvinism
By Daniel Weierbach

Calvinists believe that Rom 8:28-30 sup-
ports the doctrine of election and pre-
destination. This would mean that God 

determines all who go to heaven before they are 
even born. But is that the most accurate inter-
pretation of this passage? Does this passage have 
anything to do with the receiving of eternal life? 
It does not.

What Does “All Things” Mean?
In these verses, Paul says that “all things” work 

together for good (v 28). What does he mean 
by that? Do our sinful desires work together for 
good? Does everything in a Christian’s life work 
together for good? 

Paul has just finished comparing people with 
creation in vv 19-23. All of creation groans and 
is going through birth pangs (v 22). Creation 
is waiting for deliverance. In v 17, Paul says 
that Christians can be joint-heirs with Christ if 
they suffer with Him. Those Christians will be 
rewarded with an inheritance in the kingdom, 
but this inheritance is not the result of sinful 
actions. On the contrary, trials, sufferings, and 
striving against the flesh are birth pangs for the 
believer. So the suffering believer also waits for 
deliverance.

Zane Hodges, in his commentary Romans: 
Deliverance from Wrath, takes a view very simi-
lar to mine. He says it better than I do, so a quote 
would be appropriate:

From Paul’s perspective, as we suffer, our 
groanings are part of the larger travail of 
“the whole creation” which “groans together 
and suffers labor pains together right up 
until now” (v 22). But this groaning and 
this travail of the whole creation are in 
symphony with our own, since not only 
does the creation do it, “but also we who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit” do it too 
(v 23). The creation is waiting as we are for 
the “birth” of the new age which will bring 
freedom from corruption both to us and to 
the natural world (v 21). This freedom from 
sin and death, of course, is the ultimate good. 
In this experience, all things (panta) work 
together with our own experience toward the 
same splendid goal, the age to come. Both 
creation’s groanings, and ours, are “labor 
pains” (v 22) that occur together and are 
full of “hope” (vv 20, 24-25). This shared 
experience is goal-oriented toward the good 
of the age to come (Hodges, Romans, p. 236).

So, the “all things” refers to the godly fighting 
through trials, sufferings, and striving against the 
flesh—that is what works together for good to 
them that love God and are called according to 
his purpose.

Working with Creation
Paul is saying that the struggles of creation and 

the struggles of a particular group of people work 
together, or co-operate, for good. This group is 
“those who love God, and those who are called 
according to his purpose” (8:28). This does not 
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refer to just any Christian, or to all Christians, 
but to faithful Christians who are battling the 
carnal flesh and the sufferings that accompany a 
godly life. It is these believers who truly love God 
(John 14:15).

What is the “good” that such an experience 
brings about? We find the answer in v 29. It is 
being “conformed to the image of his Son.” A 
godly Christian, who suffers with Christ, is being 
made in the likeness of Jesus. Such Christians are 
groaning with creation, waiting for the return of 
Christ.

Foreknown and Predestined
Keeping in mind that the “good” is the con-

forming of godly Christians into the image of 
Christ, Paul says that these Christians were fore-
known. This foreknowledge was not merely that 
God knew who would accept the gospel invita-
tion and believe, but He knew who would suffer 
with Christ and be conformed into that image. 
We see this foreknowledge in Jer 1:5. Jeremiah 
was foreknown of God to be His prophet and to 
undergo some of the struggles he endured in his 
life for God’s glory, and to share in suffering.

God predestined these Christians He foreknew. 
Nowhere does this say they were predestined to 
eternal salvation. God says He predestined that 
they would be conformed to the image of His 
Son through these trials. This predestination is 
not a determination as to who goes to heaven, 
but rather the predetermination that all those 
who traveled the roads of suffering would be con-
formed more like Christ. And these would share 
in the joint-heirship of Christ (Rom 8:17).

They Are Also Called
This group of believers whom God had pre-

destinated, He called and led to these choices. 
This calling is specific to this group of faithful 
Christians in the same way Jeremiah was called. 
Sometimes God calls us to share in the sufferings 
of Jesus in this life, and I believe it is this type of 
call that Paul has in mind. It is a call to suffering, 
not an effectual call or an unconditional election 
to eternal salvation. Those who are called are jus-
tified in their godly actions. They live godly lives, 

and at the Judgment Seat of Christ, they will be 
vindicated and judged as having lived righteously. 
This will lead to their glorification, namely the 
receiving of glory because of the godly lives they 
lived through suffering. This will result in future 
rewards in the kingdom, including the promise of 
joint-heirship with Christ (Rom 8:17).

Godly Suffering a Good Thing
When it comes to Christian suffering, Paul 

reveals that such suffering shouldn’t be seen as 
being forsaken by God. Rather the ability to 
share in Jesus’ suffering gives the believer the 
opportunity to be able share in the glory of 
Christ’s coming reign. These sufferings are mere 
birth pangs of the future deliverance from the 
bondage and corruption that the entire creation 
faces.

Conclusion
So, what does Rom 8:28-30 mean? There is 

a specific group of Christians that are called 
to share in the sufferings of Christ (Acts 9:16). 
Though they suffer, they have been called to 
enter into this suffering, which is making them 
more like Christ. They will be blessed in future 
rewards and joint-heirship with Jesus Christ. In 
the midst of the sufferings and trials, God has not 
left them but called them to share in this precious 
privilege. God is not absent but fully vested in 
them, and no matter what, He loves them, and 
nothing will separate them from His care.

Nowhere in this passage is there any indica-
tion that this is an unconditional election unto 
eternal life by God. Such an idea is not found 
in the broader context, either. From Romans 5 
through Romans 8, Paul is talking about walk-
ing by the Holy Spirit and living the Christian 
life in a way that pleases God. While God 
indeed loves all believers, Rom 8:28-30 is talk-
ing about the love of God directed towards 
those Christians who share in the sufferings 
of Christ faithfully, as well as God’s promises 
for the blessings these believers will have in the 
future as a result of that suffering. 

Daniel Weierbach is the associate pastor at Open Door 
Baptist Church in Prattville, AL.
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Reaching the 
Spanish-Speaking 
World
By Kelley Easley

Back in March, right around the time that 
the virus hit, I received a message from 
Shawn, asking what I thought about trans-

lating the daily blogs at www.faithalone.org into 
Spanish. I had been working with GES for the 
past several months to translate Bob’s book, The 
Ten Most Misunderstood Words in the Bible, but 
Shawn wanted to see if we could produce con-
tent that Spanish-speaking readers could engage 
with on a regular basis. It had only been a few 
years since I myself had returned to embrace 
Free Grace Theology after a period of doctrinal 
confusion, and I had GES to thank for clearing 
up much of that confusion. The prospect of get-
ting to translate some of the very articles which 
were so critical to my own growth in grace was 
thrilling. 

The very first article I translated for the blog 
was one that Bob had written for Grace in Focus 
entitled “Is Lordship Salvation a Saving Mes-
sage?” (¿Es el mensaje de Salvación por Señorió 
un mensaje que salva?) I knew how much of an 
impact it could have within the context of Span-
ish-speaking cultures bound by traditionalism 
and legalism. I knew from my own research that 
there was a scarcity of Free Grace materials avail-
able in Spanish and that much work was needed. 

Just as this new endeavor was beginning, 
the Lord sent an unexpected partner my way. 
Through one of the online Free Grace forums, 
I met Alla (Kristina) Lozenko, a Ukrainian 
national living in Zaragoza, Spain, who had 
recently come to an understanding of Free Grace, 
and who passionately desired to help spread the 
word. As an economic researcher, Kristina regu-
larly wrote papers for the university in Spanish 
and had the skills needed to help edit and refine 

our work. For some months, our goal was to 
post two Spanish articles per week, and we were 
proud to meet that goal. 

However, the Lord saw fit to expand our minis- 
try beyond just that. Three months later, in June, 
Shawn contacted me regarding a gentleman from 
Barcelona, Spain, Òscar Pellus, who had writ-
ten in offering to help translate for the blog. Like 
Kristina, he had discovered GES’s ministry over 
YouTube, had been impacted by the Free Grace 
message, and wanted to give back. Òscar teaches 
English as a Second Language professionally and 
writes beautifully. With his help, we are now able 
to post three Spanish articles weekly. At the time 
of this writing, we have published a total of 80 
blogs in Spanish!”

Though our work is still in its infancy, we’ve 
received some good feedback on our work. A 
comment reached us from the coordinator of 
a pastoral training institute in Nicaragua who 
shares our articles with his students. Byron 
wrote:

For too many churches, [Free Grace] doctrine 
is something “new.” It’s really common to 
find churches teaching that you have to keep 
your salvation through works or traditions. 
When we teach the assurance of salvation and 
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the grace of God, for some, it is offensive at 
first. But then they understand the meaning 
of the doctrine and their mistake. For that 
reason, it is really important to have good 
materials in Spanish to share with them. It’s 
really good that we have these articles to 
share with them for study and as a reference 
on the website and Facebook page.

A young Salvadoran man involved in a His-
panic Baptist church in Florida similarly com-
mented, “I really like the idea GES had to share 
posts in Spanish because I have a lot of family 
and friends in my country who believe in faith + 
works = salvation.” He told us that he sends our 
articles over Messenger to his family and friends 
in Central America. 

Kristina and Òscar have shared our work with 
countless Spaniards who have gained a clearer 
understanding of the freeness of His grace and of 

the faith alone message. Together we’re making 
inroads in both Latin America and Europe. A 
solid translation team has formed, and we look 
forward to what the future has in store for the 
Spanish-speaking outreach of GES! 

If you have Spanish-speaking friends or family 
with whom you’d like to share our articles, please 
go to www.faithalone.org and click on Su Gracia 
Gratuita. Our articles can also be found on 
GES’s Facebook page. 

Kelley Easley is a homeschooling 
mom of 3 and part-time translator 
and blogger living in Northwest 
Arkansas. She graduated from SMU 
in 1998 with bachelor’s degrees in 
Spanish and Latin American Studies, 
and has lived in both Spain and 
Costa Rica.

WELCOME 
TO THE TEAM!
By Shawn Lazar

We are proud to welcome Kathryn 
Wright to the GES team.

For the last few years, Kathryn has 
proved her worth by volunteering alongside her 
father, Ken Yates, in his international ministry 
on behalf of GES. We thought it would be a 
good idea to make her role official. She will 
continue to help Ken as they do missions work 
in seminaries and Christian schools both here 
and abroad.

Normally, Kathryn would be traveling over-
seas throughout the year to teach at various 
Bible schools. Instead, due to COVID, she has 

been teaching and moderating three Zoom 
courses weekly, with participants from all over 
the globe. These classes include a series on 
the Gospel of John, the Book of Hebrews, and 
a study following along Bob Wilkin and Zane 
Hodges’s book on Tough Texts.

On top of the Zoom classes, she also has a 
couple of in-person classes that meet weekly.

Beyond teaching, she will also help with 
social media, regional and national confer-
ences, and writing.

Thank you for supporting GES and allowing 
us to expand our international reach. 
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Jesus’ 
Coronation 
Names
By Dix Winston

Names in the Bible are important, especially 
when given by God. God names the first 
man in the Bible Adam because He created 

him from the earth.
Jacob’s name means cheater or swindler, which 

he was, but after wrestling with the Angel (the pre-
incarnate Christ), he was renamed Israel, meaning 
“one who wrestles with God.”

And of course, Jesus renames Simon Peter which 
means Rock.

But the most significant names given by God are 
to His Son.

He Shall Be Called...
The Angel instructed Joseph to call his unborn 

son Jesus, “for He will save His people from their 
sins (Matt 1:21). Jesus was His birth name, the OT 
equivalent to Joshua, meaning salvation.

But during the Christmas season we are drawn to 
His coronation names found in Isa 9:6, i.e., Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, and 
Prince of Peace. Each one of these names tells us 
more about Who our Lord is and what He does. 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe rightly says, “Each name that 
He bears indicates some blessing He shares, and we 
can appropriate these blessings by faith” (Wiersbe, 
The Names of Jesus, p. 3). 

Before telling us what our King will do, Isaiah 
tells us Who our King is, “For a child will be born 
to us, a son will be given to us.” He will be born as 
all humans are. But He will be “given” by God:
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The angel answered and said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; and for that reason the holy Child shall 
be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).

The first designation speaks of His humanity, 
the second of His deity. In other words, He is the 
God/Man King. Only this One could bear the 
weight of the following four names.

WONDERFUL COUNSELOR
In Handel’s glorious oratorio, Messiah, he sepa-

rates these two words into two names. But this is 
not born out in the text.

The first coronation name is “Wonderful 
Counselor.” Wonderful is something that evokes 
wonder and is beyond understanding. As The 
Moody Bible Commentary points out, it is:

the supernatural work of God. A good 
example is its usage in Jdg 13:15-21, where 
the angel of the Lord does a “wonderful” 
thing (v. 18) and ascends to heaven in the 
flame of Manoah’s sacrifice (v. 20).

The word counselor has nothing to do with a 
modern-day therapist. In the OT, a counselor was 
one who advised or helped a king plan (1 Chron 
27:33; 2 Chron 22:4; 25:16; Ezra 7:28). This 
Wonderful Counselor does not seek counsel but 
always gives it (Prov 19:21).

King David wisely benefited from this Wonder-
ful Counselor (cf. Ps 16:7; 32:8). But Israel, for 
the most part, did not (Isa 8:19) and consulted 
mediums and spiritists instead. And when this 
Wonderful Counselor came in person to the 
nation, they “received Him not” (John 1:12).

Tragically, today so many believers give little 
time or thought to the Wonderful Counselor’s 
words recorded in the Bible and choose to build 
their lives upon sand (Matt 7:24-27).

THE MIGHTY GOD
This second name is better translated Warrior 

God. The word for mighty is gibbor and is asso-
ciated with great warriors or hunters (Gen 6:4, 
10:8; Josh 6:2; 1 Sam 16:18, 17:51; 2 Sam 23:8; 
Judg 6:12). Jesus is our Mighty Warrior battling 
on our behalf in the spiritual realm.

The battle began in Eden with our first parents 
who chose to listen to the Serpent, instead of to 
God. As a result, the dark overlord now owned 
and ruled them, and they were of the “domain 
of darkness” (Col 1:13), having ceded ownership 
to the evil one. This was the satanic shot heard 
round the heavens and the opening of the “Seed 
War” (Gen 3:15). Jesus told his disciples Satan 
has one operational objective in this war—the 
annihilation of the race of Adam. He is driven to 
“steal, kill and destroy” (John 10:10). 

But thankfully we have a Mighty Warrior 
whom Satan cannot withstand. He laid down 
his life for the sons and daughters of Adam and 
Eve, was raised on the third day, and now offers 
eternal life to all who believe (John 11:25-26).

This Christmas we should reflect on the One 
who fought and died for us and now lives for us.

THE EVERLASTING FATHER
This next coronation name seems to muddle 

the idea of the Trinity. If Jesus is God the Son, 
He can’t also be God the Father. Each member of 
the Trinity is distinct from the other, yet equally 
God—una substantia, tres personae.

So how are we to understand this third name? 
Weirsbe points out,

An Old Testament Jew reading Isaiah’s 
prophecy would recognize the “father” to 
mean “originator of” or “author of.” Jesus 
called Satan the “father of lies” (John 8:44), 
and Jabal was called the “father of those 
who dwell in tents and have livestock” (Gen 
4:20). In calling Jesus Christ the “Everlasting 
Father,” the prophet was saying, “He is 
the originator of that which is everlasting.” 
(Wiersbe, The Names of Jesus, p. 69).

He is perpetual. Jesus has no beginning and no 
end. He has always been and always will be, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God” (John 1:1-2). (See also Exod 
3:14 and John 8:58)

He is the progenitor. A progenitor is the one 
from whom all humans descend. Adam and Eve 
were our physical progenitors who passed on to 
us physical life. But if we want to live forever, we 
must be born again and receive eternal life (John 
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3:3-6). All mankind will exist forever, but only 
those who believe the promise of Jesus will gain 
eternal life (i.e., in the new heavens and earth), 
while those who do not believe will continue in 
eternal death (i.e., the lake of fire). See John 3:36:

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; 
but he who does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” 
(cf. 5:39; 6:27, 40, 47, 54, 68; 10:28; 17:2-3).

He is the provider. One of the things a father 
does is to provide for his children. Jesus being the 
Eternal Father abundantly provides His offspring 
with the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-
18) and every spiritual blessing 
(Eph 1:3).

He is the protector. The evil 
one as previously stated wants 
to blow up every believer in the 
world (John 10:10). But like 
any good human father, Jesus 
protects His offspring. He kept 
the disciples in His name, and 
He keeps us today in that same 
name (John 17:12). He does this through the 
sealing of the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13-14). You 
seal something to protect it. We are sealed at the 
moment we believe the message of life until the 
day we arrive in Heaven (Eph 4:30).

He gives purpose. When we become believers, 
the Son invites us to participate with Him and 
His work. After the disciples believed in Him, 
Jesus did not say goodbye to the disciples but 
invited them to follow Him. Similarly, He invites 
us to learn from Him (Matt 11:28-30) and to 
engage in good works as a member of His Body 
(Eph 2:8-10). If we do, He promises we will be 
richly rewarded (Luke 18:29-30; Matt 25:21).

This Christmas we should reflect upon all the 
many blessings we have from our Lord.

THE PRINCE OF PEACE
Finally, He is the Prince of Peace. The Jewish 

word for peace is shalom. It means the possession 
of adequate resources, wholeness, and harmony.

Today it seems like there are never enough 
resources for the day. We run dry emotionally, 
physically, and mentally. There are so many 
things to be troubled over today: the political 

landscape, the viral landscape, and the financial 
landscape, to name a few. We live in a time that 
can be both frightful and uncertain.

But so did the disciples. They knew Jesus would 
soon leave them via death on the cross. In the 
upper room He said, “Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Do not let your heart be 
troubled nor let it be fearful” (John 14:27).

It is worth noting Jesus was going to leave 
them but not leave them alone. He had been with 
them for three years, and He was not going to 
quit on them now. He was going to leave them 

something—peace. Secondly, 
it was a unique type of peace, 
“His” peace. It came from 
Him. It was not an earthly 
peace, but a heavenly one, 
because He is from heaven. 
Thirdly, it is the guardian of 
their hearts. It is the cure for 
worry and fear.

There is much in our day to 
worry about and fear. But as 

believers we must remind ourselves we have been 
given the peace of the Prince of Peace.

Conclusion
This Christmas let us reflect on the gift no 

amount of money can secure, the gift of peace 
that comes in Jesus.

He is our Wonderful Counselor, the Warrior 
God, the Eternal Father, and the Prince of Peace. 
Is there anything else you need for Christmas? 

Dix Winston is senior pastor of 
Crosspoint Community Church in 
Centennial, CO.

This Christmas we 
should reflect on the 
One who fought and 
died for us and now 

lives for us.
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Top 5 
Biblical 
Reasons to 
Celebrate 
with Food
By Summer Stevens

With the holidays—and holiday foods—
just around the corner, and everything 
at a fever pitch, it can be easy to miss 

the Biblical significance of feasting and how 
celebrating with food can actually draw us near 
to the heart of God. Where in the Bible do we see 
the theological significance of eating?

1. The Garden of Eden. It is fascinating to 
consider that Adam was created in need. Even 
before the fall, he needed food. In the first three 
chapters of Genesis, there are twenty-one refer-
ences to food and eating! The fibers of mankind’s 
original story are woven with the sights, smells, 
and taste of food, which God created specifically 
for our sustenance and delight. When was the 
last time you took the time to examine the loveli-
ness and intricacy of an orange or a pomegranate 
as a reflection of God’s love for beauty? As you 
prepare your holiday meals, whether it’s a family 
Christmas feast or a plate of decorated cookies 
for your neighbor, stop for a moment to thank 
the Lord for the gift of food that “is pleasant to 
the sight” (Gen 2:9) and receive it as an expres-
sion of His love for you. 

2. Fasting. In the OT, God used famine to draw 
the hearts of the people back to Him. You only 
have to miss one meal for your thoughts to stray 
to food. Miss two, and those thoughts are dis-
tracting. Miss three, and you’re almost obsessed 
with finding your next meal. Fasting is significant 
not only for the need you feel with a growling 
belly, but I believe it’s also significant when you 
break your fast and enjoy the sensations of eating 
and the rejuvenation of your body from food’s 
nourishment, all of which were thoughtfully 
designed by our creative God. 

3. Feasting. Feasting is a picture of a God of 
abundance. The Israelites were required to par-
ticipate in the feasts (participation varied from 
offering animals for sacrifice to eating specific 
foods). How many of us see Fourth of July cook-
outs or Easter dinners as mandatory? No one! 
But Leviticus 23 records seven feasts that God 
commanded His people to partake in. Many of 
the feasts specifically called for fasting before the 
meal was consumed. The Feast of the Firstfruits 
required that until the priest made the burnt 
offering and the grain offering, the Israelites were 
to “eat neither bread nor grain parched nor fresh 
until this same day, until you have brought the 
offering of your God” (Lev 23:14). Giving God 
the first and best demonstrated trust that He 
would provide throughout the rest of the harvest, 
as did enjoying its abundance rather than hoard-
ing it. Simply put, feasting is a way to trust God’s 
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We blog five days a week in English, 
and three days a week in Spanish 
(“Su Gracia Gratuita”), and your 
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the blog for that day.
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provision, goodness, and ability to sustain us 
rather than to trust in our own capability. 

In today’s culture, we often value frugality to a 
fault. Our God is a lavish God!

I’m sure it took a lot of faith to feast for seven 
days (e.g., the Feast of Booths), but it was an 
act of belief that Yahweh would provide for His 
people. Though we aren’t required to celebrate 
with a Thanksgiving or Christmas meal, we can 
choose to see those meals as expressions of the 
lavish provision of God.

4. Jesus. In the NT, Jesus takes the concept of 
abundance and supersizes it. When He fed the 
five thousand in John 6, the disciples picked up 
twelve baskets full of leftovers after the people 
had “eaten their fill” (John 6:12). In His first 
miracle in Cana, Jesus turned water into wine—
equal to one thousand bottles of wine! To go 
even further, Jesus not only died for our sins, 
but throughout the Gospels He offers Himself as 
sustenance for us now. “I am the bread of life: 
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and who-
ever believes in me shall not thirst” (John 6:35). 
He offers the woman at the well living water that 
you can drink and “will never thirst again” (John 
4:14). At the end of the elaborate Feast of Booths, 
Jesus stands up and cries, “If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37). Jesus is 
the glorious fulfillment of the abundance of God. 
In Him there is total satisfaction. As we enjoy 
the special food and drink the holiday season 

has to offer, we do it knowing that food is meant 
for our enjoyment, but ultimately it points to the 
source of our true desire: the presence of God. 

5. The Covenants. God uses food in unique 
ways throughout Scripture, one of which is often 
to confirm covenants. God gives the food of the 
Garden to Adam and Eve. God confirms His cov-
enant with Noah by expanding his food source: 
“Every moving thing that lives shall be food for 
you” (Gen 9:3). When God confirms the cove-
nant with the Israelites in Exodus, Moses and the 
seventy elders of Israel go up and dine with God 
on a pavement of sapphire stone (Exod 24:10-11). 
Jesus institutes the New Covenant in His blood, 
which is His body, of which we are to partake 
through the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:24). Our 
first heavenly celebration will be at the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb. All throughout Scripture, 
we see food as a means to mark God’s promises. 
So let’s enjoy the God-ordained use of food as 
a means of celebration! And pass the pumpkin 
spice! 

Summer Stevens is married to 
Nathanael and they have five 
children. She has a Master’s in 
Biblical Studies from Dallas 
Theological Seminary and enjoys 
running (but mostly talking) with 
friends and reading good books to 
her kids.

LI
GH

TS
TO

CK



faithalone.org | NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2020     45   

FOCUSINGRACE

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Would people in your church, small group, or Bible 
study benefit from a free subscription to Grace in 
Focus? Then sign them up! 
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Four Ways Jesus 
fulfilled the law 
and the prophets

By Shawn Lazar

(matthew 5:17)
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“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law 
or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but 
to fulfill” (Matt 5:17).

Jesus said that He came to fulfill the Law and 
the Prophets. In other words, the Lord was 

giving a purpose statement for His ministry, and 
whenever someone does that, you had better pay 
attention! Jesus’ confrontations with the Phari-
sees and the rabbinic laws of the day raised ques-
tions about His relationship to the Law. What 
was He trying to do? Jesus answered that He did 
not come to destroy the Law and the Prophets, 
but to fulfill. But what does that mean? How 
does Jesus fulfill OT Scripture? Michael Eaton 
lists four different ways:

1. “Jesus fulfilled the principles and precepts of 
the law” (Eaton, The Way That Leads to Life, 
p. 46). The Mosaic Law had hundreds of com-
mands and prescriptions for Israel to fulfill. And 
the OT prophets often acted as covenant lawyers 
bringing suit against Israel for failing to obey 
those commands. In contrast to Israel’s disobedi-
ence, Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the 
Law in both His thoughts and His behavior. No 
one could critique His life or accuse Him of fail-
ing in His obligations to God. In a related sense, 
Jesus was also the greatest expositor of the Law, 
showing us, through His life and teaching, what 
it truly demanded. In sum, Jesus fulfilled the ethi-
cal demands of the Law and the Prophets.

2. “Jesus fulfilled the programs and prophecies 
of the Scriptures” (p. 47). Eaton explained that 
at the heart of the Scriptures was God’s plan to 
“undo the work of ‘the serpent’ (Gen 3:15).” The 
Bible is not primarily a book of laws, so much 
as a story of redemption. The Lord promised 
that the Seed of the woman would crush the 
serpent’s head. In other words, a Messiah was 
coming. And over time, God gradually revealed 
more information about what Messiah would be 

like, such as “a great Chosen King, a Suffering 
Servant, an Anointed Conqueror” (p. 48). Jesus 
fulfilled those roles (well, some of them; others 
await a future fulfillment in the kingdom). In 
sum, Jesus fulfilled the Messianic prophecies of 
the Law and the Prophets.

3. “Jesus fulfilled the patterns and pictures of 
the scriptures” (p. 48). Besides giving explicit 
commands and predictions, God’s Word also 
teaches through types and symbols. Trees, arks, 
lambs, priests, feasts, and sabbaths, and people 
such as Adam, Moses, Melchizedek, and David 
often foreshadow or prefigure what Messiah 
would be like and what He would do. Like 
Moses, Jesus taught on a mountain and delivered 
His people from slavery. Like David, Messiah 
will reign. Like a lamb, Jesus was sacrificed for 
sin. Like Melchizedek, He is a priest forever. In 
sum, Jesus fulfilled the Messianic types of the 
Law and the Prophets.

4. “Jesus fulfills the psalms and proverbs” (p. 
48). How does He do that? By embodying the 
figure of the King we meet in the Psalms and of 
the Wise Man we see in Proverbs.  In sum, Jesus 
fulfilled the wisdom of the Law and the Prophets.

So how does Jesus fulfill the Law and the 
Prophets? Probably in more ways than you real-
ized! 

Shawn Lazar is Director of 
Publications for Grace Evangelical 
Society. He has been married to 
Abby for fifteen years.



G
ra

ce
 E

va
ng

el
ic

al
 S

oc
ie

ty
P.O

. B
ox

 1
30

8 
De

nt
on

, T
X 

76
20

2

Be
lie

ve
 in

 H
im

 fo
r L

ife

Ch
an

ge
 S

er
vi

ce
 R

eq
ue

st
ed

 

N
O

N
PR

O
FI

T 
 

US
 P

O
ST

AG
E 

PA
ID  

AB
ER

D
EE

N
, S

D
  

PE
RM

IT
 #

20
0

chicago, june 28-29, 
coming soon: Philadelphia, 

toronto, Austin 

GES national BIBLE Conference
The hope Center 
Plano, TX
april 12-15, 2021

UPCOMING REGIONALS: SHREVEPORT, CHAPEL HILL, AND COSTA RICA. 
To register visit www.faithalone.org/events.
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