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FROM THE EDITOR
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018 

September and October are a great time of 
transition here in Texas. We move from 
summer to fall. From 100 degree highs to 

78 degree highs.
We have a new season of conferences sched-

uled in the coming months, too, including 
Denver (Sept 14-15) and Trego, WI (Sept 
28-20). In addition, I’ll be speaking at Upland 
Bible Church in Las Vegas on Oct 14. Then on 
to the World Senior games for racewalking and 
high jumping (low jumping, really). 

I hope you enjoy the September/October issue 
of Grace in Focus. It has excellent articles and 
several new authors. 

“Faith Alone in 100 Texts” lays out over 100 
Bible texts that teach that the sole condition of 
everlasting life (justification, kingdom entrance, 
etc.) is faith in Christ.

Ken Yates has a challenging article asking us 
“What Will Your Legacy Be?”

James Morison was a Scottish theologian 
who died in 1893. Yet he still speaks. We are 
running an article entitled, “Appropriating 
Faith” from his book Saving Faith. I think you 
will find it more than a “wee” bit interesting. 

Marcia Hornok tackles “Bible Bloopers and 
How to Avoid Them.” While she is articulating 
views like those of Zane Hodges, her style is 
quite unique. Enjoy.

Bill Fiess is once again urging us to “Fight the 
Good Fight.” Thanks. I needed that.

Pastor Josh Meier (who is a wee bit taller 
than I am) lives way out in El Paso. He gives us 
a very challenging and practical article, “Avoid-
ing Small Church Ruts.” 

An article has come in from the Pittsburgh 
area, from Pastor Nate Stevens, “Spirit Week.” 
Well, not week. Spirit lifetime. Walking in the 
Spirit day by day. 

Randy White, not the HOF Dallas Cowboy, 
the other Randy White, Pastor of FBC Taos, 
rgues that “The Simple Life Is Meaningful.” 

His mother departed this life earlier this year. 
Pastor Allen Rea talks about how he is “Learn-
ing to Sorrow in Hope.” 

Charlie McCall tells us that God loves us 
enough (“Loving Me Enough”) to discipline 
me. Thus, we should rejoice, not grumble, at 
His loving discipline in our lives.

My review of Sam Storms’s book Kept by 
Jesus sheds some light on an important issue— 
assurance and eternal security. 

Aretha Franklin died recently. David Bechtel 
talks about “RESPECT,” not just a great song, 
but a key to a happy marriage.

Finally, Shawn Lazar gives us six secrets 
(sound familiar?) on “A Simple Way to Pray.”

Enjoy.  

Nice Weather Ahead 
Bob Wilkin, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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By Bob Wilkin

In a recent blog, I indicated that there are 
over 100 passages in the Bible which say 
that the one and only condition of ever-

lasting life is believing in Jesus. That led to 
an email from one of our blog readers:

I have known that for a long time, but it 
would be a nice tool if we had a list of 
where all those places are in the Bible. As 
you well know, for most people, that has 
to be an incredible statement, like “I’ll 
believe it when I see it.” I am wondering 
if you could put out there on a blog those 
100 passages.

Well, I happen to have such a list. But before 
I give it, let me give some explanation. 

Lewis Sperry Chafer famously said there are 
over 150 verses in the NT that clearly say that 
everlasting life (or justification) is solely based 
upon a person’s belief or faith in Jesus Christ 
(Systematic Theology, Volume 3, Soteriology, 
p. 376). 

I have found the number is slightly lower, 
depending on how we count. Obviously, a 
passage which repeatedly refers to faith alone 
for regeneration could be counted as one pas-
sage or multiple verses. Examples include John 

3:14-18; 4:10-26; 5:24-47; 6:26-58; 11:25-27; 
Rom 4:1-6; Gal 3:6-14; 1 John 5:9-13.

There is even one verse, Gal 2:16, which 
three times in the same verse says that justifi-
cation is by faith and not by works. Is that one 
or three references? I counted it as one.

I have taken a sort of middle of the road 
approach to such passages, counting them as 
more than one in many cases, but often less 
than the number of verses involved.

If we are looking for texts that explicitly say 
that the one who believes in Jesus has everlast-
ing life (or is saved or is justified), the number 
is around seventy-four.

If we include fifty-five texts which implicitly 
say that (for example, saying that someone 
is born again by the Word of God, but not 
specifically mentioning faith in Christ), the 
number rises to 129. 

Note that in some of the seventy-four defi-
nite verses, faith is not specifically indicated 
as faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 is a famous 
example: “For by grace you have been saved 
[made alive, v 5] through faith…” Since in 
such cases it is clear based on the context that 

Where does the Bible 
teach we are saved 

through faith alone?
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the author means faith in Christ, 
I have included these.

Seventy-Four Verses Which 
Clearly Teach Faith Alone

Genesis has one: 15:6. In light 
of Gen 15:1-5, John 8:56, Rom 
4:3, and Gal 3:6, this text is 
clearly teaches justification by 
faith alone in the coming Mes-
siah, who is Jesus. 

Matthew and Mark have no 
verses which explicitly teach 
faith alone.

Luke has one explicit verse 
on faith alone: 8:12, “The devil 
comes and takes away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved.”

John has at least eighteen clear 
texts on faith alone, though the 
number could realistically be 
much higher: 1:12; 3:15, 16, 18, 
36; 4:10-14, 25-28; 5:24, 39-40; 
6:35, 37, 39-40, 47; 10:24-30; 
11:25, 26; 12:36, 46-47 (cf. 
v 50); 20:31. 

Acts has seven clear faith-
alone texts: 10:43 (compare Acts 
11:14); 11:17; 13:39; 15:9, 11; 
16:31; 26:18.

Romans has nineteen: 3:22, 
24, 26, 27, 28, 30; 4:3, 5, 9, 11, 
13, 16, 22, 24; 5:1; 9:30, 33; 
10:4, 10 (“For with the heart 
one believes unto righteousness 
[=justification]”).

First Corinthians has only one 
clear verse: 1:21, “to save those 
who believe.” 

Second Corinthians has two 
clear texts: 5:1-5, 8.

Galatians has a dozen clear 
texts: 2:16 (“justified…by faith 
in Jesus Christ”); 3:2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 14, 22, 24, 26.

Ephesians has two clear texts: 
1:13; 2:8 (compare 2:5).

Philippians has one clear text 
on faith alone: 3:9 (“the righ-
teousness which is from God by 
faith”).

First Thessalonians has one: 
5:10 (“whether we watch or 
sleep, we should live together 
with Him”). 

First Timothy has one: 1:16, 
“I [am]…a pattern to those who 
are going to believe on Him for 
everlasting life.”

Second Timothy has two clear 
texts: 1:12 (Paul knows he will 
be with the Lord and will be 
rewarded by Him for the work 
he has done); 3:15.

Hebrews has three: 4:3; 10:10, 
14.

First John has two texts that 
clearly teach faith alone: 5:1, 
9-13.

A few of those seventy-four 
do not explicitly mention faith 
in Christ. However, the context 
brings that out, so I included 
them. See 2 Cor 5:1-5, 8; 
1 Thess 5:10; Heb 10:10, 14, as 
examples.

If we were to be very narrow 
in our list, the number would be 
around sixty-nine. 

Fifty-Five Implicit 
Faith Alone Verses

Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
have six implicit faith alone mes-
sages. In all six places the Lord 
Jesus, after healing someone, 
says, “your faith has saved you.” 
Those verses are Matt 9:22; 
Mark 5:34; 10:52; Luke 8:48; 
17:19; 18:42. The Lord might 
have simply been referring to 
physical healing. However, it is 
quite possible that He was refer-
ring to both physical healing 
and eternal salvation.

John has fifteen implicit faith 
alone texts: 1:7; 2:23; 4:39, 41, 
42; 6:29; 7:38-39; 8:24, 30-31; 
11:15; 14:6; 17:20, 21; 19:35; 
20:29.

Acts has nineteen possible 
implicit faith alone texts: 3:16; 
4:4, 12; 8:12, 13 (compare v 17); 
9:42; 11:14, 21; 14:1, 23, 27; 
15:7; 17:4, 12; 18:8, 27; 19:4; 
20:21; 21:25.

Romans has one: 11:6.
Second Corinthians has one: 

4:4. 
Galatians has one: 2:21. 
Philippians also has one: 1:29. 
First Thessalonians has three 

implicit: 1:7; 2:10; 4:14. 
Second Thessalonians has 

two: 1:10; 2:12.
First Timothy has one implicit 

verse: 4:10
Titus has one: 3:5-8.
James has two: 1:18; 2:23.
First Peter has one: 1:23.
And Revelation has one 

implicit text: 22:17. 

If you have time, work your 
way through both lists. You 
might not agree on each and 
every one of the verses I listed 
there. You may have many more 
you put on your own list. But 
the point is clear. There are a 
lot of verses in the Bible which 
make it crystal clear that jus-
tification/regeneration/eternal 
salvation is gained simply by 
believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. No works required. He 
took away the sin of the world 
at Calvary (John 1:29). All that 
we need to do is believe in Him 
in order to have the life which 
He promises to the believer, 
ever-lasting life.
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Why Is There 
Resistance to This?

The puzzling question, in light 
of the evidence cited above, 
is why anyone in Christianity 
would deny that justification 
is by faith alone, apart from 
works? And why would anyone 
who calls himself a Christian 
say that we are justified by faith 
alone, but then define true faith 
as including repentance, com-
mitment, and obedience? 

The faith alone message is 
hard to believe. That is the 
bottom line. And many if not 
most people in Christianity are 
unwilling to believe it.

I personally was opposed to 
this message and unwilling to 
believe it until one day before 
my senior year in college a 
friend, John Carlson, asked me 
if my view of the gospel might 
be wrong. That hit me hard. At 
that moment I became will-
ing to consider whether I was 
wrong. I told the Lord that. But 
I also told Him that I had to be 

convinced by the Bible. After 
five one-hour sessions debating 
the faith-alone message with 
a Cru staff member, Warren 
Wilke, I came to faith in Christ 
for everlasting life. I knew I had 
everlasting life by faith alone 
and that I could never lose it. 
What a day of rejoicing that 
was. 

In His ministry in Israel, Jesus 
repeatedly confronted this very 
situation of legalists unwill-
ing to believe. Here is one of 
my favorite texts on that issue, 
one of the definite verses listed 
above, John 5:39-40. The Lord 
said, “You search the Scriptures, 
for in them you think you have 
eternal life; and these are they 
which testify of Me. But you are 
not willing to come to Me that 
you may have life.”

Do you believe? That is, are 
you convinced that all who 
simply believe in Jesus for ever-
lasting life have that life?

If not, are you willing to 
believe that?

Is it possible your view of the 
gospel is wrong? 

I am so thankful for the 
witness of John Carlson and 
Warren Wilke. They convinced 
me that the faith-alone message 
is correct. You might say that 
I’m eternally grateful. 

Bob Wilkin 
is Executive 
Director 
of Grace 
Evangelical 
Society. He lives 
in Highland 
Village, TX, 
with his wife 
of 42 years, 

Sharon. His latest book is Is Calvinism 
Biblical? Let the Scriptures Decide. 
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Women received their dead raised to life 
again. And others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better resurrection…others had 
trial of mockings and scourgings…and 
imprisonment…were slain with the sword. 
They wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, being destitute…of whom the 
world was not worthy (Heb 11:35-39).

Legacy from a Worldly Perspective

In my work with GES, I often have contact 
with Spanish speaking people. Recently, I 
noticed that many in that community really 

enjoyed the movie Coco. It is an animated film 
that deals with a little boy who goes into the 
world of the dead during the Mexican holiday 
called, Day of the Dead. This is a holiday in 
which people in that country focus on those who 
have previously died, especially family members. 
They remember those who have passed away by 
offering them food and praying for them. All 

these things will help them in the land of the 
dead.

The dead who are remembered by many living 
people are pictured in the film as being rich and 
comfortable in the afterlife. For example, famous 
artists and movie stars who have died live in 
mansions with plenty of food. Those who are not 
remembered by many people have a poor exis-
tence. They live in the slums of “heaven” with 
little to eat. In fact, the film shows one man in the 
land of the dead who is only remembered by one 
living person. When that living person dies, he 
ceases to exist in the afterlife.

Clearly, one of the messages of the film is that 
popularity in this world has benefits in the world 
to come. The more “fans” you have in this world, 
the greater you will be even after you die. 

Even if we do not belong to a culture that cel-
ebrates the “Day of the Dead,” we can certainly 
see how the philosophy behind it can influence 
our own thinking.

What Will 
Your Legacy 

Be?
By Ken Yates
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In our country fame is something many people 
desire. We want more followers on our Facebook 
page. The Kardashians are rich and envied by 
many because they are famous. Christians are not 
immune to this kind of thinking. 

Not surprisingly, the Bible gives us a different 
idea of what constitutes greatness in the world to 
come.

A Truly Great Legacy
Hebrews 11 is a famous chapter in the Bible. It 

is sometimes known as the “Hall of Faith.” This 
title is a play on words familiar to all sports fans. 
The names of the people in Hebrews 11 are the 
great men and women of faith. In the Hall of 
Fame, people are remembered even after they die. 
Without a doubt, many of the people in Hebrews 
11 are also well known. We read about people 
like Noah, Abraham, David, Sarah, and Jacob. 
The point is that these folks will be great in the 
kingdom of God. Their deeds will be remembered 
forever.

But it is interesting that at the end of the chap-
ter, we read about people that are not well known. 
In fact, we don’t even know who they are! We 
don’t even know their names.

In Heb 11:35-39 we are introduced to anony-
mous women and also to others who were tor-
tured, mocked, beaten, and imprisoned. They 
were certainly not rich and could not afford the 

clothes of the rich and famous. Instead, they had 
to wear sheepskins.

They had few fans in this world. In fact, the 
world often killed them. And, no doubt, the world 
quickly forgot them.

But the author of Hebrews says that God has a 
different view of them. He is a fan of these people. 
He says that they were so great that the world was 
not worthy of having them live in this world! In 
the world to come they will have a “better resur-
rection.” In that world they will be recognized 
and be great.	

Jesus Said Legacies Are Important
One’s legacy is important. Jesus Himself said so. 

What kind of legacy will we have in His king-
dom? What will be remembered?

In Luke 6:26 the Lord says we should not be 
concerned about being remembered fondly by the 
world. He said our legacy in the world to come is 
in bad shape “if all men speak well” of us.

In Matt 10:32 He tells His disciples that if they 
will be faithful in confessing Him to others, God 
will remember and confess their names among the 
angels.

Surely if God remembers what we have done, 
this is more meaningful than being important in 
the eyes of men.

And God will never forget.
As the author of Hebrews states,
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For God is not unjust to forget your work 
and labor of love which you have shown 
toward His name, in that you have ministered 
to the saints, and do minister.

 How great would it be that God would remem-
ber forever that we were faithful to Him? That 
is a legacy to strive for. Such a legacy will result 
in great rewards that will last forever. It involves 
being great in the world to come. It will include 
reigning with Christ forever in His kingdom. That 
is even greater than being a Kardashian.

Conclusion
Even though I never saw the movie Coco, I 

understand that it was very entertaining. The 
animation is said to be outstanding. In fact, it won 
two Academy Awards and will gross over a billion 
dollars. We could say it will be remembered by 
many people.

But the philosophy and theology of the movie 
leaves a lot to be desired. One’s existence in the 
world to come has nothing to do with being 
remembered by a great number of people. 

Popularity in this world does not translate into 
greatness in the next.

My guess is that most people reading this 
already know that the thinking expressed in a 
holiday like the Day of the Dead does not find 
Biblical support. However, it is easy for us, even 
subconsciously, to desire the approval of the 
world. If it wasn’t a problem, the Lord would not 
have warned us about it.

Simply put, the only legacy that is of any value, 
that has eternal value, is a life lived in obedience 
to the Lord. 

Ken Yates is Editor of The Journal 
of the Grace Evangelical Society and 
GES’s East Coast and International 
speaker. He is the pastor of Little 
River Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, 
SC.

Mobile Ed: TH 265 
Free Grace Theology
Have you ever wondered, “Can I lose my salvation?” 
or “Does God choose who is saved?” or “What does 
Jesus mean when he talks about rewards?”

In this 12 hr video course, Dr. Bob Wilkin 
explores these and other questions 
related to salvation. You’ll see how Free 
Grace theology compares to Calvinism 
and Arminianism, and how it relates to the 
Lordship Salvation view.

Ideal for small groups, Sunday 
school, and Bible classes.

Order at www.logos.com
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Appropriating 
Faith
By James Morison (1816-1893)

Some of our older theologians—inclusive of 
many of the “Marrow-men”—spoke much 
of the appropriating act of faith. It was this 

act which they supposed to be saving.
“In the direct act of saving faith,” says Ander-

son, “a person appropriates Christ crucified to 
himself, saying with the heart, I am verily per-
suaded that Christ is mine.”

This idea was partly right and partly wrong.

You Should Believe that Jesus Died for You
It was right in so far as it assumed that it is 

indispensable on the part of the sinner, that he 
should realize his own “proper” interest in the 
grace of God and the work of Christ.

We think rightly when we think that it is not 
enough for the sinner’s peace that he believes that 
God is gracious. He must believe that God is gra-
cious to him. It is not enough that he believes that 
Christ made atonement for sins. He must believe 
that Christ made atonement for his sins.

He must find the word me in the bosom of the 
word world.

The language of his faith must be—God so 
loved me that He gave His only begotten Son that 
I, believing in Him, should not perish but have 
everlasting life. The Son of God loved me and 
gave Himself for me.

The believer thus realizes his property, or, as it 
was often called, his “right of propriety,” in the 
grace of the Great Father, and the atoning work 
of the Great Savior. He appropriates to himself 
what God is, and did, and does, in so far as He is 
the Father of mercies. He appropriates to himself 
what Christ did, and does, and is, in so far as He 
too is exhibited in the Gospel—in so far as He is a 
merciful High Priest and Savior.

It is at once the privilege and the duty of the 
sinner to “ply diligently,” as Luther used to 

express it, “the first personal pronoun,” and 
say me, me. All this is right. It is of great practi-
cal moment. It is indispensable in order to have 
personal peace, and personal joy, and personal 
hope of glory, and the personal experience of the 
constraining power of the love of God and of 
Christ—the constraining power which sweetly 
urges and impels the believer to a life of reciproca-
tive love and holy devotedness.

“What avails to believe that God is a Father,” 
asks John Rogers reasonably, “if I believe Him not 
to be mine?” What avails to believe “that Christ 
is a perfect Savior, who died for man’s sins, and 
rose again for his righteousness, except I believe 
that He did these for me?” What avails to believe 
in “the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to 
eternal life, except I believe they belong to me?”

Limited Atonement Prevents You From 
Believing that Jesus Died for You

But the idea of appropriation, as advocated by 
John Anderson, John Rogers, and many others, 
was partly wrong, as well as partly right.

They combined with it the limitarian doctrine 
that the grace of God was really restricted in its 
outflow, and that the atonement of Christ was 
really confined in its compass, to a few of man-
kind—the unconditionally elect.

They did not believe that “God so loved the 
[whole great] world,” that He sent His only begot-
ten Son to be “a propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world” (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2).

They did not believe that Christ “gave himself 
a ransom” really “for all,” and that “He tasted 
death” literally “for every man” (1 Tim 2:6; Heb 
2:9).

They thought only of God’s love to the whole 
elect world, and of Christ’s ransom for some of all 
classes of men, and of his death, for every one of 
the many sons whom He brings to glory.

They believed that outside the number of these 
favored ones there is an immense world of the 
unconditionally reprobated, whom God never 
loved, and for whom Christ never tasted death 
or gave Himself a ransom. They conceived that if 
Christ had shed His blood for any who are finally 
lost, it would have been a waste of suffering.

The idea that our Savior’s death should be 
“in vain” in relation to any, appeared to them 
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a glaring incongruity. They could not reconcile 
themselves to the notion that One, who saw the 
end from the beginning, would buy with His 
blood the souls of those who would “bring upon 
themselves swift destruction.”

Hence they required to devise a theory of faith 
which would supplement what was deficient in 
their theory of the atonement.

In their doctrine of the atonement, and of the 
grace of the Great Father, there was nothing that 
enabled them to say to sinners, without distinc-
tion or exception, God loves ‘you,’ Christ died for 
‘you.’

How Limited Atonement Distorts Faith
And yet, as they saw clearly that the sinner’s 

conscience would not be satisfied, nor his heart 
pacified, until he could say, God loves ‘me,’ 
Christ died for ‘me,’ they invented a doctrine of 
faith which enabled the sinner to bring out of the 
Gospel what the Holy Spirit, according to their 
theory, had never put into it.

It was unwarrantable doctrine.
The appropriation of antecedent non-existences 

is an impossibility. The imagination of such an 
appropriation is a delusion. Faith cannot make 
a fact of its own object. [Editor: In other words, 
Morison is arguing that people who believe in 
limited atonement cannot know for sure if they 

are one of the elect for whom Jesus died, so they 
cannot believe that Jesus died for them.]

The notion of Marshall, the author of The 
Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, that the object 
of saving faith “becometh a certain truth when we 
believe it” (p. 142, ed 1836) is a manifest inversion 
of thought. To have faith is one thing, to have a 
fancy is another.	

Universal Atonement Means You 
Can Believe Jesus Died for You

But happily, it was no fancy that God loves 
all, and that Christ died for all. It was only the 
limitarian creed of the theologians referenced to 
which was at fault. It was it which was the fancy.

The Holy Spirit has, as a matter of fact, put into 
the Gospel all that the worthy preachers sought, 
by means of appropriating faith, to bring out of it.

It is actually the case that the grace of God is to 
all, and that the atonement of Christ was for all; 
and hence, when any appropriated to themselves 
their full share of the universal grace and univer-
sal atonement, they only took, though they knew 
it not, what had been really provided for their use. 

James Morison (1816-1893) was a Scottish theologian. 
This is an excerpt from his book Saving Faith (London: 
Hamilton, Adams, & Co., 1871).
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Making Assumptions

While the Bible has no bloopers, the way 
we visualize the written Word might. 
For example, when Joseph’s eleven 

brothers came to him, we picture Benjamin as 
a youth because he was the youngest. However, 
shortly thereafter, all seventy members of Jacob’s 
family moved to Egypt, and the name list includes 
Benjamin’s ten sons (Gen 46:21).

Another Bible story picture that may need a re-
take is Samson. If he had a Mr. Universe physique, 
the Philistines and Delilah would not have won-
dered about the source of his strength. Perhaps 
Samson had an average or even puny body build. 
Thus his strength was a conundrum.

And don’t get me started on the narratives about 
Jesus’ birth. Show me the verses that mention a 
donkey, an inn-keeper, a stable, or wise men wor-
shipping at a manger.

Nor does the Bible say that the wise men fol-
lowed the star from their homeland all the way 
to Israel. If that were true, it would have led them 
to Bethlehem, not Jerusalem. They did follow the 
star in Matt 2:9-10, but only for about six miles.

Yes, our Christmas carol lyrics contain several 
bloopers.

In my opinion, the greatest hotbed for bloopers 
shows up in Christian devotionals, which com-
monly take a verse or phrase and make it say 
something inspiring.

Writers and speakers should not start with a 
great application and make the Biblical text sup-
port that thought, lest bloopers result. Rather, we 
must observe the text in context—by asking what 
God was saying to the original audience. Someone 
has correctly observed that not all the Bible was 
written to us, but all the Bible was written for us. 
Good study results in unforced interpretation, 
which will then determine relevant applications.

Consider these verses we often pull out of 
context.

Be Still?
Be still, and know that I am God 
(Ps 46:10).	

Psalm 46:10 has nothing to do with so-called 
“listening prayer” or God speaking to our hearts. 
Instead, God is telling the nations to “be still and 
know” that He is God. He wants them to cease 
striving (warring) and let Him have His way.

On God’s Mind?
For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not 
of evil, to give you a future and a hope (Jer 
29:11).

In the beloved verse, Jer 29:11, what was God 
saying to the original audience, the Israelites in 
exile? We cannot personalize v 11 (that God plans 
to give us a future full of peace, not evil) unless 
we also claim v 10—that we will return to our 

Bible Bloopers
and How to Avoid Them 
By Marcia Hornok
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homeland after seventy years. Yes, we are con-
stantly on God’s mind, but a better verse for that 
concept is Ps 40:5.

Dead in Sins?
 And you He made alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1).

I’ve heard popular speakers trying to prove 
that regeneration precedes faith, and that even 
faith is a gift, not a response. Yet in Eph 2:2, that 
dead condition results in walking! Let Ephesians 
interpret Ephesians. “Dead in sins” is explained in 
2:2-13 and 4:17-19. It means separated from God 
because of sin.

New Creation or New Creation?
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new (2 Cor 
5:17).

Does 2 Cor 5:17 mean that believers will exhibit 
godly behaviors because they are “a new crea-
ture,” or is “a new creation” a better translation?

We answer this by observing that the theme of 
2 Cor 5:14-20 is our ministry of reconciliation. 
Now that we are “in Christ,” we have a new per-
spective on all of creation. Our old way of perceiv-
ing things according to the flesh (v 16) has passed 
away. A new outlook has come. Thus we now 
discern that unbelievers need to be reconciled to 
God, and we are His ambassadors in that process.

Confess and Believe?
That if you confess with your mouth the 
Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation (Rom 10:9-10).

Perhaps you like to evangelize using Rom 10:9-
10 to facilitate a response that people must both 
believe with their hearts and confess with their 
mouths.

While many people have no doubt believed 
Jesus’ promise of eternal life and trusted in Him 
by a misapplication of these verses, in context they 
concern national Israel being saved (delivered) 
when they call on the Lord. We must not ignore 

the OT quotes in Romans 10. They reveal the 
meaning. 

Whenever the word salvation/saved appears in 
Scripture (eight times in Romans 9-11), always 
ask: “Saved from what?” (Hint: it usually does 
not mean from Hell.)

Also, study the phrases, “calling on the name of 
the Lord” and “confess” the Lord Jesus through-
out Scripture to see if this is done by believers or 
unbelievers. (René A. Lόpez explains six views 
of this passage in his outstanding book, Romans 
Unlocked.)	

All Things?
 I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me (Phil 4:13).

Finally, consider Phil 4:13 where doing “all 
things” through Christ refers to learning content-
ment, not running a marathon!

Pay Attention to Context
I am not a scholar, and many Bible passages 

baffle me. But I am a student who has learned to 
study a verse in context before offering wisdom on 
how it relates to us. Sometimes I look at my early 
published devotionals and blush at the bloopers 
they contain. Was I purveying God’s intended 
truth or my imposed concepts?

Hopefully this article will help you avoid bloop-
ers as you study and teach the Biblical text contex-
tually. 

Marcia Hornok is Ken’s lucky 
wife, proud mother of six, and happy 
grandma of 11. Her gift book of 82 
practical devotionals, Fruit of the 
Spirit: Inspiration for Women from 
Galatians 5:22-23 is out of print but 
available as an ebook on Amazon.
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We are praying for and dreaming of new ministries to 
promote Free Grace.

There are at least 10,000 of you reading Grace in Focus 
every month. There are over a hundred thousand 
reading online. If you went to faithalone.org, clicked 
on DONATE, and committed to a monthly donation 
of only $10, we could raise the funds to support 
ministries like these: 

•	 International Speaker & Missions
•	 Sunday School Curriculum writer
•	 Campus Minister
•	 West Coast Speaker
•	 Social Media Coordinator (full-time)
•	 House Church Mentor

For every $100k increase in our budget, we can fund 
one of those positions for two years.

JOIN US!

get us to 
the goal!
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In 1 Tim 6:12 Paul writes, “Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which 
you were also called and have confessed 

the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses.”

Why does Paul call it the good fight of the faith? 
And to what is he referring here?

The Contest
The Greek word translated “fight” is ago„n, 

which refers to a contest or conflict and often 
occurs in the NT. Ago„n is the root from which we 
derive English words such as “agony,” “antago-
nist,” “protagonist,” “agonize,” etc. 

In antiquity an ago„n was originally an assembly 
of the Greek people for athletic contests like the 
Olympic or Pythian Games. With the passage 

of time, the term began to metaphorically refer 
to not just the assembly, but the athletic contests 
themselves. 

In the NT, ago„n is used to indicate physical per-
secution encountered in proclaiming the gospel: 
“But even after we had suffered before and were 
spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we 
were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel 
of God in much conflict [ago„n]” (1 Thess 2:2).

In Heb 12:1 it is used in the sense of an athletic 
contest:

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race [ago„n] that is set before us.

We see this use again in 2 Tim 4:7 in which Paul 
uses the term in reference to a fight, another type 
of athletic contest: “I have fought the good fight 

THE GOOD FIGHT
                                                    

By Bill Fiess
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[ago„n], I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.”

Why does the Apostle Paul refer to the Christian 
life as a fight, an ago„n?

Our Struggle
I think every believer experiences inevitable 

struggles because of pressure from the world and 
the sin nature (often in Scripture called the flesh).

Jesus told the disciples, “These things I have 
spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation [lit., pressure]; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33).

In Galatians, the Apostle Paul directs attention 
to the conflict between the flesh and the Spirit 
within each believer:

I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh 
lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh; and these are contrary to one 
another, so that you do not do the things that 
you wish (Gal 6:16-17).

So how can we fight the good fight, and why is 
it called good?

Rely on the Holy Spirit
A clue is found is Col 1:28-29. Here Paul uses 

the related verb agonizomai to refer to striving 
in the Christian life: “Him we preach, warning 
every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus.  To this end I also labor, striving [agoni-
zomai] according to His working which works 
in me mightily.” Paul states that he is fighting, or 
striving, but not by his own power. He is relying 
on the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul suggests that the fight will end in victory if 
we rely on the Holy Spirit:

that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
might through His Spirit in the inner man…
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us 
(Eph 3:16, 20).

This is similar to what we see in other Scrip-
tures, such as 1 John 4:4, “You are of God, little 
children, and have overcome them, because He 

who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world.”

The Christian life is a good fight if it is lived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, because it is then a 
victorious fight.

Your Calling
There is another reason Paul gives for fighting 

the good fight. He says, “lay hold of eternal life to 
which you were also called” (1 Tim 6:12b). 

I think he is referring to the same thing Jesus 
said regarding His coming to rule over the world: 
“For many are called, but few are chosen” (Matt 
22:14).

All believers are called to rule with Christ, but 
not all will fulfill that calling. That is, ruling with 
Christ depends on whether or not we expend the 
effort to live victoriously through the Holy Spirit 
until the end. Jesus said in Rev 2:26, “And he who 
overcomes [or, is victorious], and keeps My works 
until the end, to him I will give power over the 
nations.”

The Apostle Paul writes, “If we endure, we 
shall also reign with Him” (2 Tim 2:12a). In 
other words, it is a good fight because the goal 
of ruling with Christ is worth striving for. It is a 
good fight when we live by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and continue to endure until the end of our 
lives (unless the Rapture occurs first). Then we 
will receive the reward of ruling with Jesus Christ. 
How awesomely good that is!

There is undoubtedly much more that could 
be said about 1 Tim 6:12. Furthermore, we have 
many Scriptural examples of those who have 
fought the good fight—Jesus Himself, the Apostle 
Paul, and the heroes of the faith listed in Hebrews 
11, for example. We have strong motivations to 
live by the power of the Holy Spirit, because what 
is at stake is ruling and reigning forever with 
Christ. 

Bill Fiess teaches math in Virginia 
and composes Free Grace hymns. 
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Avoiding
Small 

Church 
Ruts
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Permanent state or Temporary 
circumstance?

Someone once said, “Socialism never 
took root in America because the poor 
see themselves not as an exploited 

proletariat, but as temporarily embarrassed 
millionaires.”

The difference is thinking of poverty as an 
intrinsic quality versus thinking of it as a tem-
porary circumstance.

While that attitude may have been pervasive 
among the poor in America, it is sadly lack-
ing among many, if not most, small church 
pastors.

We often consider church size a matter of 
intrinsic quality, rather than a temporary 
circumstance.

A church that embraces the clear, simple 
message of eternal life by grace through faith, 
has no intrinsic limitation on its growth.

Quite the opposite.
Clarity in understanding and teaching the 

gospel is a powerful instrument. And yet, it is 
rare for a Free Grace church to be above aver-
age in size.

I can hear the protests now—“It’s not all 
about the numbers!!!”

It isn’t? Not even when every number is a 
unique person to whom God has extended His 
grace? 

Don’t Fall for Pride
Sometimes we are afflicted by something I 

call the “Pride of Puny Purity.”
This is when we rationalize and revel in the 

thought that a church is—and may always 
be—small because of their doctrinal or practi-
cal purity. While this thinking is common, it 
is unbiblical.

Life reproduces.
That is one of the intrinsic features of life.
If it does not reproduce, either the life itself 

is deficient, or the environment is.
None of us would dare say that the life 

granted by believing in Jesus is deficient in any 
way. So we are left with the fact that if that 
life is not reproducing, then the environment 
must be deficient. Some people may think that 
sounds pessimistic, but it is actually optimis-
tic. Why?

If you have realized the problem is the 
environment, then you have realized that what 
needs to be changed, can be changed. As with 
many things, it is not a matter of resources, 
but of volition and consistency.

By Josh Meier

m
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You Are What You Think
Small churches that “think small” stay small. 

Small churches that “think big” grow (whether 
virally or not).

By “thinking big” I don’t mean that a fifty 
person church should waste time implementing 
structures necessary for a church of five thousand. 
But it would be wise to implement structures 
necessary for a church of one hundred and fifty or 
two hundred. 

Exactly what those structures are will be dif-
ferent in different contexts and with different 
personalities.

So, what’s the obstacle to changing the environ-
ment to plan for growth?

To quote G. K. Chesterton, 
“If you could kick the person 
in the pants who caused most 
of your trouble, you wouldn’t 
sit down for a month.”

Generally, we are our own 
greatest obstacle.

Perhaps we are stricken 
by a potent cocktail of adult 
ADHD and compassion. This 
inevitably leads to constant 
distractions with minor issues, 
but “plausible deniability” 
when it comes to account-
ability about our time man-
agement. In other words, it lets us make decent 
sounding excuses.

Part of the problem is that we’ve been often 
told that our ministry as pastors is not really 
substantially unique within the body (most often 
by people who would never dream of serving in 
the role). That leads us to give too much weight to 
other people’s “suggestions” about ministries and 
direction.

Another problem is that we often make deci-
sions based on emergencies, not principles.

Emergencies are emergencies. They require 
immediate action and the decisions are not always 
what we would make in normal circumstances. 
However, every shed tear does not meet the defini-
tion of urgency.

Urgent situations demand different decisions 
than normal ones. However, a commitment to 

making decisions based on principles, decreases 
the frequency of urgency’s demands.

Choose Your Ruts
I’ve been told that there is a “road” in Alaska 

that has at its beginning a sign that reads like this, 
“Choose your ruts wisely; you’ll be in them for 
many miles.”

That should be applied to a lot of our choices 
in ministry. However, pastors ought to phrase it 
a little differently: “Choose which ruts you make 
wisely; you may never get out of them.”

You might assume that small churches are more 
nimble and responsive than larger ones. In my 
opinion, that is far from true. A small church can 
stay in a rut just as long as a larger one.

Often, a small church makes 
a rut in a single pass, out of a 
decision a large church doesn’t 
even remember they made.

Here in the river valley of 
El Paso, Texas, we are in our 
monsoon season. The valley is 
made up of silt laid down over 
and over by the Rio Grande as 
it continually flooded its banks. 
In that damp silt, a bicycle tire 
will lay down a much deeper 
rut than a tractor tire will.

A small church is like that 
bicycle tire; it makes a deep rut 

in a single pass. It is our job as pastors to make 
sure that those ruts are in the right places, going 
in the right direction. We must ensure our ruts are 
made by principles, not by urgencies.

What Works for Me
I was recently handed a booklet called “What 

Worked for Me” by a well-known evangelist in El 
Paso. The author said, “This is what worked for 
me, it may or may not work for you.”

Read this next section in the same spirit. These 
things have worked for me as I have tried to make 
the right, principled ruts. They may not work for 
you.

First, solicit less input. Soliciting less input 
means fewer meetings. The meetings we have are 
short, efficient, and direct. Those meetings have 

“To quote G. K. 
Chesterton, ‘If you 

could kick the person 
in the pants who 

caused most of your 
trouble, you wouldn’t 

sit down for a month.’”
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fewer people in attendance, but nearly one hun-
dred percent of those invited.

Second, give less input. The rut we generally 
make is to funnel too many decisions through 
ourselves, formally or informally. The key to this 
one, frankly, is to care less about most things 
(because most things aren’t worth the time).

Third, actually delegate. Once we have del-
egated a responsibility or ministry, the line item 
veto is anathema. The delegation contract is use-
less if it does not include the responsibility to both 
trust and to defend the delegate. We should never 
even think to utter to a single third party, “That’s 
not what I would have done, but…” Instead, 
it would be a far more principled position—or 
rut—to repeat all the reasons why that delegate is 
trusted.

Again, this is not about avoiding ruts; it’s about 
making the right ruts. Principled ruts decrease the 
frequency of urgency’s demands. 

Know Where to Take a Stand
I pastor a small church.
I preach and teach a principled message of God’s 

Free Grace in a methodical manner.
If you read Grace in Focus, you’re probably like 

me, at least in this one way: the doctrine of grace 

is a hill you will die on. Nearly every Free Grace 
proponent I’ve come across would die on that 
same hill.

I would not dispute that necessity.
However, in the words of the great cowboy 

philosopher Augustus McCrae, “It ain’t dyin’ I’m 
talking about, it’s livin’!”

It is important to know on which hill to die. It is 
equally important to know on which one to live.

The clear, simple message of grace is enduring 
and intrinsically powerful. But our circumstances 
and environment are incidental and intrinsically 
mutable. If your current church environment is 
not conducive to growth, then change it.

We ought to live like that is true every day. 
 
Josh Meier is pastor of El Paso 

Bible Church. When he is not 
studying the Word, you can find 
him milking goats, making cheese, 
relocating bees, welding, or shooting 
at the rifle range.
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Spirit 
Week
By Nate Stevens

School Spirit

I enjoyed spirit week at my high school, just 
like every other kid does across America. 

Our rival was Lawrenceville, a grotesque 
place just across the New Jersey state line, so we 
had more than the typical rival history between 
us.

Their school colors were red and white, ours 
blue and grey.

New Jersey—a place packed with people, most 
of whom simply got lost in their desperate attempt 
to flee the state.

Lawrenceville had admitted girls years ago, and 
we were still all boys.

This New Jersey spawn matched its state with 
an overblown campus and student body in the 
thousands—and it was about to descend on our 
rural hilltop retreat, home to a mere 400 boys. 

Friday night finally arrived. We, the audacious 
underdogs, prepared to compete on the athletic 
field. We lit the bonfire and stripped to our under-
wear in a scene part Lord of the Flies, part bar-
barian horde, part highland charge. We painted 
ourselves in school colors and chanted with a 
fierceness of our future years, “What do we eat? 
Red Meat! How do we eat it? Raw!”

We call such events “spirit week” because they 
rightly capture the idea of embodying the spirit, 
identity, and the resulting pride.

There was not an item of red to be found on any 
of my classmates that weekend—we were blue and 
grey all the way (actually, we really never wore red 
at all).

And there was a common shared identity among 
us. We all studied at the same library, worried 
under the same tough teachers, goofed off under 

the same easy ones. We ate the same food, sat 
in the same classes, played on the same teams, 
walked among the same buildings, and were prod-
ucts of the same history.

Part of this shared identity was an almost 
unspoken code of behavior, a code of ethics. It 
wasn’t what you would call a Biblical morality, 
but it was a code all the same. And that weekend, 
we were, each one, an individual embodiment and 
representative of what it meant to be a member of 
the Hill School.

Led by the Spirit
When the Bible talks about walking by the Holy 

Spirit (Gal 5:16, 25), or being led by the Holy 
Spirit, there are some striking similarities and 
contrasts. First the similarities. The Holy Spirit 
resides in every person who has believed in Jesus 
for eternal life. That person is part of something 
far greater than any other family or organiza-
tion—the Bible simply calls it “the Church.” Each 

CONTINUED ON P. 33
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N. Wilkin, works will determine rewards but not salvation, and Thomas 
R. Schreiner, works will provide evidence that one actually has been 
saved.

USD $17.00 
Softcover • 240 pages 
Code: fj 

The Ten Most Misunderstood 
Words in the Bible
Robert N. Wilkin

An exploration of Biblical terms 
everyone knows, and yet few 
understand.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 221 pages 
Code: ten
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Confident in Christ 
(Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin

This book examines 
sixteen “tough texts” 
from the NT that are 
often used to teach 
salvation by works.

USD $22.00 $14.00 
Softcover • 278 pages 
Code: cic2

Absolutely Free: A Biblical Reply to 
Lordship Salvation (Second Edition)
Zane C. Hodges

This book clearly explains the gospel of God’s free grace, and how 
popular theologies tend to confuse faith and works, salvation and 
discipleship, eternal life and eternal rewards. 

USD $20.00 $12.00 
Softcover • 272 pages 
Code: af2

The Atonement and Other Writings
Zane C. Hodges

This book collects three hard-to-find shorter works by Hodges: The 
Atonement; Jesus, God’s Prophet; and Did Paul Preach Eternal Life? 
Every student of the Bible will have his understanding enriched by these 
studies.

USD $15.95 $10.00 
Softcover • 116 pages 
Code: atm
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Second Peter: Shunning Error in 
Light of the Savior’s Return
Zane C. Hodges

Second Peter is about growing in holiness in light of the 
Second Coming. Hodges shows that believers ought to take 
our Lord’s prophetic teaching seriously and should draw 
from them a sense of deep moral obligation to persevere 
in the midst of a dying world. As you read through this 
commentary, you will long for the Savior’s soon return!  

USD $15.00
Softcover • 142 pages 
Code: 2pet

The Grace New Testament Commentary
Authors include: Zane C. Hodges, Robert N. Wilkin, Hal 

M. Haller, Dwight L. Hunt, René A. López, J. B. Bond, and 
J. Paul Tanner, among others.

Written from a conservative, Dispensational, Free Grace 
perspective. These two volumes explain all the difficult verses 
that seem to deny eternal security, eternal rewards, justifica-
tion by faith alone, and that make perseverance a condition of 
kingdom entrance.

USD $29.95 
Hardcover • Two Volumes • 1,334 pages
Code: ntc

Faith in His Name: Listening to the Gospel of John
Zane C. Hodges

In this practical and pastoral commentary on John 1:1–6:21, you will 
be led into a deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, 
with its emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His 
Word.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 180 pages 
Code: fhn

The Road to Reward (Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin

Twenty-five percent new material! If everlasting life is a free gift, 
and believers are eternally secure at the moment of faith, what 
is our motivation to live for Christ? Robert N. Wilkin takes us 
through the Biblical doctrine of eternal rewards at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ.

USD $20.00
Softcover • 200 pages
Code: rr2

There are many people today who believe in Jesus for all the wrong 
reasons. They believe in Him for wealth, for health, or to save them 
because of their good works.
 That isn’t saving faith. 
 The people in Jesus’ day also believed in Him for all the wrong 
reasons. They believed He was a prophet, a rabbi, or a king who would 
save them from Rome.
  That isn’t saving faith either.
 In Faith in His Name, Zane Hodges guides us through the first six 
chapters of John’s Gospel and shows us what saving faith is, namely, to 
believe in Jesus for everlasting life.
  In this practical and pastoral commentary you will be led into a 
deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, with its 
emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His Word. 
And more than that, you will be better equipped to do evangelism as 
the Lord Himself did, by sharing the simple message of faith in Jesus for 
life eternal.

Zane C. Hodges (BA, Wheaton; ThM, DTS) taught New 
Testament Greek and exegesis at Dallas Theological Seminary 
for 27 years until 1987. He also ministered at Victor Street Bible 
Chapel in East Dallas for 50 years.

GRACE EVANGELICAL SOCIETY
FAITHALONE.ORG

ZANE C. HODGES

Faith in
His Name
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The Novelty of Free Grace Theology, Part 2: 
The Dangers of Following the 
Commentary Traditions
Editor

Our Evangelism Should Be Exegetically Sound
Robert N. Wilkin

The Two Modes of Humanity, 
Part 3: Objections and Responses
Philippe R. Sterling

Christ Died for All: Unlimited Atonement According 
to Robert D. Preus and 
Zane C. Hodges
Shawn Lazar

The Secret Believer in the Gospel of John
Bob Bryant

Book Reviews

Find over 1000 free magazine 
articles and over 250 free journal 
articles (through Autumn 2012) 

and other resources at

www.faithalone.org

Grace Evangelical Society
4851 S I-35 E, Suite 203

Corinth, TX 76210
ges@faithalone.org

Journal of 
the Grace 
Evangelical 
Society
100+ pages. Two issues 
each year. Scholarly 
yet practical articles 
and reviews.

USD $18.50 / $9.25 for 
new or gift subscriptions. 
Code: jotges 
View website for 
other special deals.

The Epistle 
of James
Zane C. Hodges

This is the best 
commentary available 
on James. The section on 
James 2:14-26 has helped 
thousands understand 
this pivotal passage.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 128 pages 
Code: jas

Romans: 
Deliverance 
from Wrath
Zane C. Hodges

Romans teaches us 
about deliverance 
from temporal wrath 
and slavery to sin.

USD $24.99 
Softcover • 488 pages 
Code: rom

Confronting 
Calvinism
Anthony B. Badger

A detailed refutation of the 
Five Points of Calvinism from 
a Free Grace perspective.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 397 pages 
Code: cc

Free Grace 
Theology on Trial
Anthony B. Badger

This book presents a careful, 
point-for-point defense 
against the charges made 
by Wayne Grudem in “Free 
Grace” Theology: 5 Ways it 
Diminishes the Gospel and D.A. 
Carson’s Exegetical Fallacies.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 375 pages 
Code: fgtt

The Epistles 
of John
Zane C. Hodges

First John is all about 
fellowship with God, 
not tests of life. Second 
and Third John are 
also explained in this 
valuable commentary.

USD $8.95 
Softcover • 312 pages 
Code: 1-3john

A Free Grace 
Primer
Zane C. Hodges

Collects three of 
Hodges’s books, The 
Hungry Inherit, The 
Gospel Under Siege, 
and Grace in Eclipse.

USD $20.00 $12.00 
Softcover • 571 pages 
Code: fgp2

Power to 
Make War
Zane C. Hodges

This book traces 
the career of the 
man, called in the 
Bible, the “Beast,” 
who will establish a 
new world order.

USD $8.95 
Softcover • 135 pages 
Code: pow

Harmony 
with God
Zane C. Hodges

Repentance is one of the 
most misunderstood 
doctrines in the 
church today. If 
you have questions 
about repentance, 
read this book.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 133 pages 
Code: hwg

Beyond Calvinism 
and Arminianism
C. Gordon Olson

Defends a middle view 
of salvation between 
Calvin and Arminius.

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 467 pages 
Code: bca

Best of Zane 
Hodges DVD
Over 10 hours of Zane 
Hodges’s messages on 
two DVDs utilizing a 
combination of video, 
when available, or audio 
with transcription.

USD $40.00 
2 DVDs 
Code: bozhdvd

Secure and Sure
Robert N. Wilkin

Assurance of eternal life is 
one of the most important, 
and for many, elusive truths. 
You can be secure and sure.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 252 pages 
Code: sas  
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believer is to be an individual embodiment and 
representative of the Holy Spirit—that is, we are 
to behave according to His ethic (the Holy Spirit is 
a “He” not an “It”).

We are to be submitted not only to the indi-
vidual leading of the Holy Spirit, but also to 
the bigger organization that the Holy Spirit has 
encompassed—the Church.

We are also pitted in fierce and brutal battle 
against a foe set on our destruction as Spirit-
indwelt ones. 

But there are also some awesome differences.
I never made varsity soccer, so my skills didn’t 

really matter. The real game took place on the 
field in the center of campus. I was off in the prac-
tice fields.

I remember feeling out of place. I really wasn’t 
going to be able to do much for my school. I 
chanted, but not with the same vigor that some 
did. I held back. I wasn’t a headliner of the school. 
There were more impressive boys for the spotlight. 
I felt, under my blue and grey exterior, that I was 
lacking the embodiment of the Hill School. And 
with all that was going on in my life, I probably 
was. 

Handing Over the Reins
The Holy Spirit works on a different principle. 

He lives in the interior (1 Cor 3:16). His work is in 
the interior, and the exterior is simply the symp-
tom of what He has accomplished inside.

The fears that we don’t have what it takes, that 
we are insufficient for the task, that we are less 
than the headliners—these all dissipate when 
we come to grips with the awesome reality that 

God—the One who created the universe—resides 
in us and He is sufficient for all. 

He has what it takes, He is The Headliner.
This is walking by the Spirit.
It is handing over the reigns, including our 

fears, hungers, and passions to God, resting in 
Him to provide, to sustain, and to validate us, as 
we follow Him, or “ride the Wind” as one of my 
mentors put it.  

And He does. He speaks to us—not audibly, 
but through His Word as He points out a verse 
and says, “This is for you; dwell on it.” He speaks 
through other believers as they encourage or 
reprove us, and He says, “take this to heart.” And 
He speaks to us through life circumstances, as 
He reveals a sunrise as not just another day, but a 
beautiful gift from the good and loving hands of 
our Father. He is a person, and He expects us to 
know His voice and enjoy communion with Him. 

Thankfully this does not involve bonfires and 
underwear (we are not that kind of church), and 
its duration is a lifetime, not a week. 

 
Nate Stevens is pastor of The 

Bible Chapel, Rostraver Campus in 
Rostraver, PA.

CONTINUED FROM P. 24.

“He speaks to us—
not audibly, but 

through His Word as 
He points out a verse 
and says, ‘This is for 

you; dwell on it.’”
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The Simple Life 
Is Meaningful
By Randy White

Somewhere in the past 40 years “Purpose” 
has become our god.

I suppose Rick Warren revealed this god 
more than he invented it in his wildly success-
ful book, The Purpose Driven Life. Somewhere, 
having Purpose (yes, I’m capitalizing it on pur-
pose, since it has taken on a god-like status) 
became a “must have” for western culture.

Earlier this year, Facebook tycoon (and social-
ism advocate) Mark Zuckerberg spoke at the 
Harvard University commencement, saying,

“Today I want to talk about purpose. 
But I’m not here to give you the standard 
commencement about 
finding your purpose. We’re 
millennials. We’ll try to do 
that instinctively. Instead, I’m 
here to tell you finding your 
purpose isn’t enough. The 
challenge for our generation 
is creating a world where 
everyone has a sense of 
purpose.

“One of my favorite stories 
is when John F. Kennedy visited 
the NASA space center, he saw 
a janitor carrying a broom and 
he walked over and asked what he was doing. The 
janitor responded: ‘Mr. President, I’m helping put a 
man on the moon.’

“Purpose is that sense that we are part of 
something bigger than ourselves, that we are 
needed, that we have something better ahead to 
work for. Purpose is what creates true happiness.”

Notice that he said millennials will try to find 
purpose instinctively. He says it in a congratula-
tory way to the younger generation, but I’m not 
convinced that this generation of college grads is 
anything special in this regard. They are simply 
carrying on the tradition of their parents. Since 
the 1980s, finding Purpose and following Purpose 
and bowing down to Purpose and sacrificing to 

Purpose has become, well, purposeful. Anyone 
who doesn’t “find his or her purpose” is just 
a loser (or so the Purpose Cult would have us 
believe).

Results of the Religion
When Purpose became a “must have” on the 

search of significance, I think it ruined the lives of 
millions.

Why are suicide rates higher than ever? Why 
is there a heroin and opioid epidemic? Why is 
marijuana usage considered a God-given right? 
Why does the Purpose-driven crowd seem so…
hopeless?

I think it is past time to realize that a Purpose-
driven life is unbiblical, unfruitful, and actually 
even harmful to your emotional and spiritual 
well-being.

The Purposeless Generation
Those who grew up before the “your-life-has-to-

be-crazy-significant” generations 
of the 1980s and beyond, used 
to get up in the morning, drink 
coffee, eat bacon and eggs, go to 
work, punch the clock, go home, 
watch Archie Bunker, and go to 
bed.

Worthless, right? What a 
waste, right?

Well, they also kissed their 
wives, played cards with their 
friends (they actually had some 
real relationships with people 

who met together in the very same room), played 
ball with their kids (in the backyard, not with 
the manicured Purpose-driven teams with coor-
dinated uniforms and regimented practice three 
times a week), read their Bible (and even knew 
what it said), and volunteered in their community.

If you asked them what their purpose was, they 
would have looked at you like a cow at a new 
gate.

They were the purposeless generations. And 
God bless them. They were “God and country.” 
They were family, friends, “mom and apple pie.” 
When they retired, they went on a cruise. When 
they got back from their cruise, they planted 
a garden, grew tomatoes, and ate them. They 

“Looking for 
Purpose? My 

advice is to quit. 
You are on a 

wild-goose-chase.” 
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watched re-runs of old movies when movies were 
not filled with F* bombs and more four-letter 
words than anybody in any life actually ever uses.

The Simple Life of Every Previous Generation
Looking for Purpose? My advice is to quit. You 

are on a wild-goose-chase. As soon as you find 
your Purpose, the world will change its focus and 
you’ll be left with all your investment in an old 
scheme. Instead, make your purpose to just live 
life. Love God and love others. Take care of your 
family. And go on a picnic.

Sometimes “greatness” will come knocking on 
your door. If it does, be ready. But don’t live for it. 
Don’t sell your soul to the Purpose Driven god—
the one who is an evil taskmaster driving you to 
always strive for more, always achieve the best, 
always work for excellence (that never-reachable 
façade).

Years ago, there were pastors that nobody ever 
heard of. They just faithfully preached the Word 
in a little country church. They did it every week 
and every season. They did it when there were 
twelve people. Once a year there might have been 

a hundred, and those hundred got the same kind 
of Bible teaching as the twelve.

Years ago, there were homemakers. They made 
a home out of a house. They were always there. 
They kept it clean and orderly and altogether 
lovely (though not necessarily fancy).

Years ago, there were auto mechanics and 
donut makers and newspaper editors and tailors 
and street sweepers. They got up every morning, 
drank coffee, ate bacon and eggs, kissed their 
wives, and went to work.

And in the end, their lives were meaningful. 

Randy White is pastor of Taos 
First Baptist Church, NM, and 
Founder and CEO of Dispensational 
Publishing House.
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Learning 
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On April 23, 2018, after fighting her 
disease for a very long time, my mother 
died.

The woman that gave birth to me, that cooked 
me many meals, that loved and supported my 
every action, left this world.

It has been said that when one loses a parent, 
he loses a part of himself. Even though I kept my 
difficult promise to conduct her funeral, I have 
been raging a battle since April on learning how 
to “sorrow with hope.”	

Understanding Death
The Apostle Paul did not get to plant deep roots 

in Thessalonica. They were a model church (1:7), 
and he appears to have gone over every major 
Christian doctrine with them. The Thessalonians 
boldly and courageously embraced their new faith 
in the midst of persecution and hardship.

In the intervening time since Paul’s departure, 
some of the Christians at Thessalonica had fallen 
asleep. This phrase refers to the Christian’s death. 
Luke uses it of Stephen in Acts 7:60.

The death of these dear Christians may even 
have been a direct result of the persecution.

Apparently, they had some confusion about 
death, and Paul sought to correct them.

Knowing the Truth about Death
First off, Paul did not want them to be ignorant. 

He wanted them to know the truth about death.
My mom struggled deeply with death, not 

because she did not have faith, but because she 
had never experienced death before.

My mother came to faith at a young age. She 
even desired to be a missionary in her younger 
years. She underwent a great time of revival in her 
life and grew much under the preaching of Billy 
Graham in the 1970s.

But she was ignorant about death.
In one of our final conversations, we talked 

about the Bible, as we often did. She asked what 
death would be like and how long it would take to 
get to Jesus. I told her that I had never died before, 
but I trusted Paul’s words in 2 Cor 5:8: “We are 
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.” 
With her quick wit she replied: “Well, what did 
you go to seminary for if you don’t know all the 
answers?” We laughed a little as she painfully 
drifted back off to sleep. However, I soon came to 
realize how prophetic her words were.

Paul wished to wash away all the ignorance the 
Thessalonians had about their dead loved ones. 
With Scriptural knowledge we shouldn’t “sorrow 
as others who have no hope.”

I preached my mom’s funeral. I was strong for 
my four precious children who were experiencing 
the pain of losing a loved one for the first time. I 
was strong for my father. Only my wife knew how 
fragile I was.

In the time since her funeral, it has been a daily 
struggle to sorrow with hope.

I have read 1 Thess 4:13-18 at nearly every 
funeral I’ve ever officiated, however, I had never 
really learned to sorrow with hope.

This was no fault of my training or education, 
because you need experience to truly understand 
that kind of Biblical text. Thanks to this passage, 

By Allen Rea
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and many others, I am well informed of the majes-
tic bliss that my mother is currently experiencing. 
I know about the new heavens and earth where 
we will fellowship together.

However, the pain of sorrow with hope is now 
in her absence.

Permission to Feel Sorrow
I rarely, if ever, left my mother’s presence with-

out her affirming me in some way. She would 
always mention how proud she was of me. My 
love language is “words of affirmation.” I did not 
realize how much I would miss 
her words until she was silent.

She heard many of my ser-
mons. Few, if any, were won-
derful, however, she was always 
my biggest fan. “Charles Stan-
ley ain’t got nothing on you,” 
she would say.

She always called me “baby” 
or “sweetie.” As a matter 
of fact, her final words to 
me were: “Allen, you are so 
handsome.”

I was never ignorant of her 
love and affection for me. But I am glad that her 
praises are now solely directed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

I miss her.
I miss her words.
I miss her presence.
I am thankful the Bible gives me permission to 

sorrow. 
The Bible gives us permission to sorrow. The 

struggle is how to sorrow with hope. Sorrowing 
without hope would be unbiblical. Sorrowing 
with hope is our permission and prerogative as we 
grieve.

I watched my mother slowly and painfully dete-
riorate. I am so happy that her pain has ceased.

I watched her disease wreak havoc on her 
frail body. I am so happy that she is promised to 
receive a new body.

I watched my mother step out of this earth and 
step into eternity. I am so happy that it was into a 
Christ-filled eternity.

I am not ignorant, but I sorrow with hope. I 
miss her smile, her warmth, and her unwavering 

support. I always felt stronger after speaking with 
her.

I miss seeing her eyes light up when her grand-
children ran into the room. 

There are so many things that I hopefully 
sorrow about.

There is coming a day when she and I will take 
some time to walk the street of the New Jerusalem 
and I can fill her in on my story.

My race is not finished yet, but she is already in 
the winner’s circle.

I have miles to go before I sleep, but she is 
already at rest. I have more 
sermons to preach, but she has 
already heard all she could. Her 
absence pains me, but death has 
neither sting nor victory. 

Learning to Sorrow 
with Hope

I’m a young pastor learning 
new things every day, and one 
of them is how to sorrow with 
hope. Sometimes I laugh and 
sometimes I cry when I think 
about my precious Momma. 

Sometimes I get angry and sometimes I can barely 
stand. However, the Word of God brings me com-
fort (1 Thess 4:18).

The Word of God stands ready to wash away 
our ignorance and breathe comfort into our lives. 

I know where she is, and I know Jesus will bring 
her with Him when He descends for His church. 
I may never cease to sorrow, but as long as it is 
hopeful sorrow, then I am processing her death in 
a Biblical way. 

Allen Rea is Pastor of Higgston 
Baptist Church in Ailey, GA.

 

“Sorrowing without 
hope would be 

unbiblical. Sorrowing 
with hope is our 
permission and 

prerogative as we 
grieve.”
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Loving Me 
Enough
By Charlie McCall

Endure your suffering as discipline; God is 
treating you as sons. For what son is there 
that a father does not discipline? (Heb 12:7).

A summer staff worker whom I was disci-
plining made two statements to me. The 
first was in anger, and I expected it: “You 

don’t have any right to do that; it’s unfair, and it’s 
severe!”

A moment later there were tears, I was being 
bear-hugged, and there were the words “thank 
you for loving me enough to make it hurt.”

The second response so surprised me that I still 
remember it.

What happened to dispel the anger?
I told him that I loved him and was disciplining 

him because I wanted his good.
I had known him since he was a boy, and he 

knew that I cared for him.
His first response was from the flesh that wants 

its way without the consequences. The second 
response was from the relationship he had with 
me. He trusted my heart toward him.

Reacting to Difficulties
Aren’t we the same toward God? So quick to 

react in anger to the difficulties that come to us, 
so slow to trust in His loving heart toward us. 
Sometimes failing altogether to believe in Him as 
it concerns our good.

The book of Hebrews is clear in its repeated 
statements that God disciplines those whom He 
loves, His children. Discipline is presented by 
the author as the loving response of the heav-
enly Father to a child who moves away from the 
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“There is only one way to be saved,
There is only one way to be saved.
Repent, believe, and Christ receive,
There is only one way to be saved.”

~Fundamental Baptist jingle

what’s wrong with this quote?

centrality of Christ in his life. How can discipline 
be loving? The answer is because our only good 
is God. Discipline is God’s working to bring us 
back, by whatever means necessary, to Himself, 
our good.

Discerning Discipline
How can we know that the problems we face 

are due to God’s discipline? They can be the con-
sequence of trusting God. They can be the con-
sequence of living in a fallen world or of making 
unwise choices. They can also be disciplinary as a 
result of slipping away from Christ as evidenced in 
our attitude toward the Word of God.

A child rebelling against his father doesn’t want 
to hear him or be with him. His word is not the 
child’s joy. With his presence is his voice, and with 
his voice is discomfort for the child whose heart is 
drifting away. The heart toward the word of God 
is indication of the heart’s condition and may be 
an indication of the nature of the difficulties—that 
they are for discipline.

It may be hard to know the reason for the dif-
ficulties we face. Yet we can know that if we are 
drifting from Christ as the one true object of our 
devotion, God will discipline us. In this we can be 
sure that God is good and disciplines us because 
He loves us.

That doesn’t sound like something to rejoice 
about, but it is. Do I thank Him that He loves me 
enough to discipline me? My experience is that 
as I thank Him for all that He brings into my 
life, even the discipline, I begin to see that God is 
good, my only good. And like that staff worker 
years ago, I begin to thank God for “loving me 
enough.” 

Charlie McCall is the General 
Director of His Hill Bible School and 
Camp in Comfort, TX.
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A Review of 
Sam Storms’s 
Kept for Jesus
By Bob Wilkin

Kept for Jesus: What the New Testament Really 
Teaches about Assurance of Salvation and 
Eternal Security. By Sam Storms. Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2015. 203 pp. Paper, $15.99. 

Sam Storms graduated from Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary in 1977, the year before 
I began. While we did not overlap, I have 

long known of him. He departed from Dispensa-
tionalism, adopting Covenant Theology. He also 
ceased being a Cessationist. However, he has 
maintained a reputation as a solid Bible teacher. 

Preservation of the Saints
This book presents Calvinist teaching on the 

preservation of the saints (eternal security) and the 
perseverance of the saints (assurance of salvation). 
However, the extreme comments often found in 
Calvinist Lordship Salvation writings are rarely 
present in this book. I found Storms to be easy to 
follow. Generally he is irenic in tone. 

I don’t recall reading a Lordship Salvation 
person who suggests that Jas 5:19-20 refers to 
one believer saving another believer from physical 
death. That is a typical Free Grace view. But that 
is Storm’s view (p. 161).

In the same place he also suggests that Ananias 
and Sapphira in Acts 5 and the believers under 
God’s discipline in 1 Cor 11:30 were examples of 
born-again people who died under temporal judg-
ment (p. 161). 

Yet Storms, like most Lordship Salvation Cal-
vinists, says believers cannot commit the sin unto 
death (1 John 5:16-17, pp. 175-87), that Simon 
Magus in Acts 8 was not born-again, that John 
2:23-25 and 8:30-32 refers to “unsaved believers,” 

“so-called belief,” “transitory, superficial, surface 
faith,” and “fickle faith”  (pp. 48, 50, 52). 

Unfortunately, the discussion of Jas 5:19-20; 
Acts 5; and 1 Cor 11:30 is the exception. Lordship 
Salvation understandings are the rule.

Saving Faith Includes Repentance
Repeatedly we find statements which indicate 

that saving faith includes repentance, believing the 
gospel, and embracing Jesus as Lord (p. 39; see 
also p. 25), that to be born again one must trust 
in and swear allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ 
(p. 49), and that one must have a deep commit-
ment to Christ (p. 50), not a “shallow commit-
ment” (p. 115).

In light of how careful Storms is in his language, 
I was surprised to see a number of places in which 
he suggested that saving faith is a process, not 
something which occurs at a point in time. Maybe 
I misunderstood. But when speaking of “unsaved 
believers,” he said, “John often portrays people 
as ‘believing’ in Jesus who are clearly not born 
again. He clearly envisions a stage in the progress 
of belief in Jesus that falls short of genuine saving 
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faith and thus falls short of salvation” (p. 48, 
emphasis added). The progress of belief? “There 
is in John’s Gospel, therefore, a transitory, super-
ficial, surface faith or belief…” (p. 50, emphasis 
added). 

He sees the people discussed in Heb 6:4-6 as 
unbelievers. He favorably cites Grudem who says 
“these experiences are all preliminary to those 
decisive beginning stages of the Christian life” 
(p. 113). The discussion here is weak. It is hard to 
think of a stronger way that one could refer to a 
born-again person than the five participles in Heb 
6:4-5. Yet no exegesis is done by Storms to show 
that these really are not believ-
ers. Rather than studying the 
expression once enlightened 
(hapax pho„tisthentas), he merely 
pontificates, saying, “‘Enlight-
ened’ need mean no more than 
to hear the gospel, to learn or 
to understand” (p. 111). Where 
is the evidence?

Nor does he discuss other 
uses of the word taste (geuo-
mai), which also occurs in 
Heb 2:9 of Jesus tasting death. 
Again, he simply asserts that 
this means that the readers had 
“a genuine spiritual experi-
ence…They have experienced 
some degree of blessing” (p. 111). But he says it 
was not “a genuine saving experience” (p. 111; 
compare p. 113).

Storms does at least proof text “having become 
partakers of the Holy Spirit.” He cites Luke 5:7 
and Heb 1:9, without quoting them and without 
discussing the contexts.

By Their Fruits 
The discussion of “by their fruits you shall 

know them” (Matt 7:16, 20) is quite misleading. 
Storms says, “The simple but profound truth that 
Jesus taught in Matthew 7:16-20 is that Chris-
tians produce moral and spiritual fruit that bears 
witness to the reality of what is on the inside” 
(p. 45). But he does not quote the verses. If he 
did, the reader would see that it is false prophets, 
not Christians, who are in view. By their fruits 
you shall know false prophets: “Beware of false 

prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You shall 
know them by their fruits” (Matt 7:15-16a). They 
look good. You can’t discern this type of false 
prophet by his works.

The fruits in question are the false teachings of 
the false prophets. Compare Matt 12:33-37 where 
fruit is identified as words spoken. 

After having read five pages’ worth of discus-
sion of how Calvinists understand falling from 
grace in Gal 5:2-4 (pp. 145-49), I was moved to 
see this honest and humble admission by Storms: 
“Although I’m not entirely satisfied with any of 

the interpretive options sug-
gested by Calvinist scholars, 
one of them must surely be 
correct” (pp. 149-50). 

Only Those Who Persevere
Like most Calvinists, 

Storms says that only those 
who persevere to the end will 
prove that they were really 
born again in the first place. 
Hence for him assurance is not 
certainty. It is impossible to be 
sure that you are born again 
because you cannot be sure 
you will persevere. “In the 
absence of all this, no one can 

be assured of salvation” (p. 57). In the previous 
sentence he defined all this as follows, “It means 
we are always prayerful, embedded in Christian 
community, worshipping Jesus in all of life, and 
living on mission with him every day” (p. 57).

No one can be sure he will continue to do those 
things.

A character in the book who comes up in the 
Introduction and several other times is “Charley.” 
He is a young man who grew up in a Christian 
home, professed faith in Christ at twelve, was 
baptized, and was discipled by the youth pastor 
for several years. “Charley’s faith appeared to be 
quite vibrant and joyful. He endured the same 
trials and temptations as do virtually all teenaged 
boys, but he never wandered far or failed to repent 
when he sinned. He prayed every day and read 
his Bible and was growing in his understanding of 
God” (p. 11). But. College. “It wasn’t long before 

“Like most Calvinists, 
Storms says that only 
those who persevere 
to the end will prove 
that they were really 

born again in the 
first place. Hence for 
him assurance is not 

certainty.”
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Charley stopped attending church and eventu-
ally declared himself to be an atheist” (p. 12). 
Worse still. “Charley is now thirty, already twice 
divorced, an alcoholic, and painfully bitter and 
unpleasant to be around” (p. 12). Unless Charley 
comes back to the Lord, he will end up in the lake 
of fire because he will prove he never had true 
saving faith (pp. 54, 191).

In the conclusion, after bringing up Charley and 
a similar case study called Charlene, Storms says, 
“Scripture does not give us warrant for assuring 
them that no matter what has happened ‘it is’ 
still ‘well’ with their soul. Sadly, it may not be” 
(p. 191). 

Of course, if Charley had died before college, 
then Storms would have said he was likely with 
the Lord now. He just lived too long. What about 
Storms himself? What if he becomes an atheist 
and alcoholic in his senior years? Wouldn’t he 
then be just like Charley?

I know that could happen to me. Anyone who 
does not think he can fall is much more likely to 
fall. 

The last two sentences of the book are quite 
telling. Speaking about Charley and Charlene: “In 

the final analysis, as much as we’d like to have a 
well-grounded reason to draw a definitive conclu-
sion about his or her salvation, only ‘the Lord 
knows who are his’ (2 Tim. 2:19a). We don’t” 
(p. 191). 

We don’t know who is born again and who is 
not.

That is a sad way to live, not knowing if your 
spouse and children are born again. Not knowing 
if your parents are born again. Not knowing if 
you yourself are born again. 

I highly recommend this book for well-grounded 
believers. I would not, however, recommend it for 
new or poorly taught believers or for unbelievers. 

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director 
of Grace Evangelical Society. He 
lives in Highland Village, TX, with 
his wife of 42 years, Sharon. His 
latest book is Is Calvinism Biblical? 
Let the Scriptures Decide. 
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On Thursday, August 16th, 2018, the 
world lost one of its great voices, the 
“Queen of Soul”—Aretha Franklin.

She was perhaps best known for her recording 
of the song “Respect.” But, perhaps few know 
that the song was originally written by a man—
Otis Redding. 

Redding wrote and released the hit song 
“Respect” in 1965, which went on to be reworked 
and popularized by Aretha Franklin.

Redding’s version is a plea from a desperate man 
who will give his woman anything she wants. He 
doesn’t care if she does him wrong, as long as he 
gets his due respect when he brings money home.

By contrast, Franklin’s version of the song was 
about a strong, confident woman’s demand for 
respect from her man.

Her version was quickly adopted by both 
the Civil Rights movement and the feminist 
movement.

Men and Women Are Wired Differently
In his eye-opening book, Love & Respect, Dr. 

Emerson Eggerichs points out that:
Aretha had the right to sing ‘R-E-S-P-E-C-T’ 
from a female point of view, of course. A 

woman does need respect. And if a man loves 
her properly, she will get that respect.

But the primary meaning in Otis Redding’s song 
is a cry from a man’s deepest soul that says respect 
is what he needs and he’s “got to have it” (p. 47).

The main premise of Dr. Eggerich’s book is that 
men and women are wired differently.

A man’s deepest need from his wife is respect.
A woman’s deepest need from her husband is 

love.
However, in times of conflict, the wife’s first 

instinct is to respond in a way that communicates 
a lack of respect.

Conversely, when faced with conflict, a man will 
usually act towards his wife in an unloving way.

This perpetuates what Dr. Eggerich calls the 
“Crazy Cycle”—a cycle which quickly degrades 
relationships and leads to unhappiness, marital 
strife, and divorce, but is possible to avoid. Dr. 
Eggerich draws heavily from Ephesians 5 as the 
basis of his book.

Submission
In Eph 5:22-24, Paul writes,
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to 
the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, 
as also Christ is head of the church; and He is 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
(Ephesians 5:22-24)

By David Bechtel
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the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the 
church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be 
to their own husbands in everything.”	

Paul spells it out: God wants wives to submit 
themselves to their husbands. 

Submission is the act of accepting or yielding 
to the authority or will of another. It speaks of 
humility and meekness—the same kind of humil-
ity we see in Christ submitting to the will of the 
Father.

The command for wives to give respect to their 
husbands is also unconditional. Of course, if a 
wife is asked to partake in sin, a woman’s higher 
duty is to her Lord, Jesus Christ. She must submit 
to her Savior before all else. This also isn’t a call 
to remain under abusive conditions that endanger 
herself or her children.

Yet the command does not depend on recipro-
cal submission—i.e. I will only submit to him and 

respect him if he acts in a loving way toward me. 
The command is unconditional.	

Love
Now, ladies, before you cry “foul,” know that 

men aren’t off the hook just yet. In vv 25-28, Paul 
writes:

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for her…
So husbands ought to love their own wives as 
their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves 
himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the 
Lord does the church.

Wow! Did you hear that guys? God tells hus-
bands to love their wives “as Christ loved the 
church and gave Himself for her.” To what extent 
did Christ love the Church, His bride? To the 
extent that He died for her.
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And let’s not forget our position towards God 
when Christ died for us. It was while we were 
enemies of God that He chose to die for us. God 
loved his bride, the Church, unconditionally, while 
we were still estranged from Him.

What great love!
In this case, as with the command to wives, 

it is also unconditional. Men are called to love 
their wives regardless of whether they are being 
respected or not.

I don’t know about you, but 
that seems like a tall order.

That Unnatural Feeling
The nature of both com-

mands—to both wives and 
husbands—is wholly unnatural, 
given our fallen humanity.

When a man is disrespected, 
it’s not in his nature to respond 
in love. A man will interpret a 
lack of respect and submission as 
contempt, plain and simple.

Likewise, when treated in 
an unloving way, it’s not a woman’s nature to 
respond with respect. She will fear that if she gives 
her man respect when he doesn’t deserve it, she 
will become a doormat.

Yet, both commands are unconditional.
There’s no wiggle-room given to either husbands 

or wives. Both commands are a call to “submit to 
each other in the fear of God.”

God wants men and women to lay down their 
wills and serve one another. This is only some-
thing that can be accomplished by the power of 
the indwelling Spirit of Christ working in us and 
through us. It’s a call to grace—a call to show 
grace to those we deem least deserving—since 
Christ showed us grace when we were at our 
worst.

Meeting Each Other’s Needs
On a practical note, this looks like encouraging 

one another and forgiving each other freely and 
often.

Love, true love, is meeting each other’s needs, 
like it or not, for richer or poorer, in sickness and 
health. We must choose to believe the best about 
each other and see the value and worth of each 

other. Whenever conflict arises it’s rarely, if ever, 
because one individual is acting maliciously or out 
of spite. One or both parties are most often simply 
being misunderstood. Marriage is difficult, if for 
no other reason than it joins two sinful, selfish 
people in lifelong commitment.

 It’s almost as if God already knew beforehand 
that a man’s deepest need is for respect, just as a 
woman’s deepest need is to be loved.

Well, He did.
He not only designed men and 

women individually as separate 
creatures, but He also designed 
the institution of marriage as a 
picture of His grace. Our rela-
tionships and marriages ought to 
mirror the submission and love 
that Christ exhibited in dying for 
a fallen world. Any conflict is not 
an opportunity to harbor resent-
ment and hurt, but to show the 
grace we so often hear about and 
preach. It’s an opportunity to be 
a conduit of God’s grace, under 

the power and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
Otis Redding may not have been aware that he 

was doing so, but he was actually echoing what 
God wrote through the Apostle Paul nearly two 
thousand years earlier. 

David Bechtel is an artist and 
writer. He lives in Houston, TX. 

 

“Our relationships 
and marriages 

ought to mirror the 
submission and love 
that Christ exhibited 
in dying for a fallen 

world.” 
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A Simple 
Way to 
Pray
By Shawn Lazar

Do you know how to pray? Are you 
making progress in your prayer life? Do 
you find that your prayers have become 

repetitive, dry, and boring?
I find I need help to pray.
Do you?
Martin Luther’s barber once asked for advice on 

how to pray to God. So Luther wrote him a letter 
explaining his simple method. Taking my cue 
from Luther, let me share with you five elements 
of a simple way to pray.

First, read a Biblical prayer out loud. The 
Psalms are the Bible’s prayerbook. If you want 
to learn what a spiritually mature prayer looks 
like, read the Psalms. Or read the Lord’s Prayer. 
Faith comes from hearing the Word of God (Rom 
10:17)—it doesn’t matter if you’re hearing your 
own voice, so read the prayer out loud.

Second, learn from it. As you read it, ask God 
to show you what He wants to teach you in each 
section of the prayer. If you pray, “Thy kingdom 
come,” what does that mean? What kingdom? 
When is it coming? What is it like? Ask God to 
teach you. And be proactive. Search out Bible 
teachers who can explain the Psalm or prayer to 
you.

Third, give thanks to God. For each truth 
revealed in the prayer or Psalm, especially if it 
relates to God’s character, give thanks. If you 
read, “The works of the Lord are great, studied 
by all who have pleasure in them” (Ps 111:2), then 
praise Him for all His works. Give thanks for 
creation, for life, and for loving relationships.

Fourth, confess your sins. When you pray, “Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 
6:10), you cannot help but think of all the times 
you failed to do God’s will. So confess your sins as 
you pray.

Fifth, improvise. As you read a prayer, let it 
inspire you. For example, as you pray out loud, 
“Lead us not into temptation…” (Matt 6:13) you 
might think of a particular temptation or trial you 
or someone you love is going through. Pray about 
that temptation. Let words or verses of a Biblical 
prayer inspire your own prayer to God.

If I were to add a sixth element it would be this: 
practice. Talk to your Father about anything and 
everything. A good way to pray better is to pray 
often. 

Shawn Lazar is the Editor of 
Grace in Focus magazine. He is the 
pastor of Gateway Baptist’s Faith 
Fellowship in Denton, TX.
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