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FROM THE EDITOR
JULY/AUGUST 2018 

July and August are the hottest months of 
the year in North America. Theologically, 
Free Grace Theology is hot right now. 

As an example, our May national conference 
had our best attendance in over a decade. Our 
regional conferences are having nice atten-
dance and lots of enthusiasm as well. 

In 2016 a leading Evangelical theologian, Dr. 
Wayne Grudem, wrote a book that has Free 
Grace Theology in the title. His book is enti-
tled: Free Grace Theology: 5 Ways It Dimin-
ishes the Gospel. While it is discouraging to 
have someone say that we diminish the gospel, 
it is encouraging to see that our views are gain-
ing more attention. 

A few years ago Logos Bible Software had 
me teach a Mobile Education Course entitled 
TH 265 Free Grace Theology. That course has 
reached many people as well. 

Five years ago I was one of four authors of a 
four-views book entitled, The Role of Works at 
the Final Judgment. Zondervan selected me to 
represent the Free Grace view. What an honor 
that was. And it shows how Free Grace Theol-
ogy has gained traction. 

Examples could be multiplied with Free 
Grace books and commentaries published by 
John Hart, Gary Derickson, Charlie Bing, Dave 
Anderson, Jody Dillow, Lucas Kitchen, and 
others. 

Of course, no matter how hot we become, we 
will likely not be in favor in Christendom until 
the Lord returns. There are many of us who 
rejoice in the grace of God. But our numbers 
pale in comparison to the Roman Catholics, 
Eastern Orthodox, Protestant Arminians, and 
Protestant Calvinists. 

I remember Zane Hodges commenting in 
class at DTS on James 4:4, which says that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God. 
He said something like this, “Men, if you wish 
to become Bible scholars which the world of 
Evangelicals will acclaim, then you will lose 
friendship with God. The price is too high!” He 

was right. I know of no Free Grace person who 
is recognized as legitimate Bible scholar. We are 
considered as those who self-publish and whose 
writings will not stand up to peer review. 

Most of us in Free Grace circles will not 
achieve fame and fortune in this life. We just 
had a great regional conference in Orlando at 
Circle Community Church, the home of Florida 
Bible College. We had a little over sixty people. 
We had a great time talking about the question 
Is Calvinism Biblical? One of the conferees 
called and said, “You know, we had a great 
conference with great content and great fellow-
ship and we had sixty people. The Calvinists 
have conferences and they have thousands of 
people in attendance. We may not get the num-
bers. But we really are proclaiming God’s Word 
clearly.” Amen. 

I hope you enjoy the July-August issue of 
Grace in Focus Magazine. It has excellent 
articles on a wide variety of subjects. The issue 
is hot, hot, hot.  

 

Hot, Hot, Hot 
Bob Wilkin, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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By Bob Wilkin

The Examination Questions

I often receive questions via email. Recently, 
I received a real doozy. It was not just one 
question, but ten, concerning justification 

and sanctification. Here it is:

My brother has recently been sharing a lot of 
GES videos and literature. He spent many years 
reading the Puritans, and of course, as you point 
out, some of the Puritans had a legal spirit. On 
the other hand, some had a gospel spirit sea-
soned with grace. For instance, Ralph Erskine 
or Thomas Boston had a different spirit than, 
say, Richard Baxter.

Upon reading some Puritans, my brother 
found himself constantly examining himself—
looking within rather than outside of himself 
to Christ. Because of the human heart and our 
propensity to do what we would not, a constant 
diet of self-examination can cause God’s people 
to doubt their state before a Holy God. This is 
not a good thing.

From my experience, when I see sin in my 
own life, the remedy against it is best dealt with 
by resting in the gospel promises, that is, being 
so blown away by God’s precious Son that I am 
compelled to resist sin out of love and a thankful 
heart. That is not to say that is the most effec-
tive solution for overcoming sin—sometimes 
God’s law does act as a binding restraint upon 
the conscience. Sometimes we are sanctified 
by “disciplining our bodies” not to do certain 
things because we know what is right and what 
is wrong.

To be honest, one concern that I have with 
your teaching is that you minimize sanctification 
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in the life of the believer. I 
am just trying to understand 
where you are coming from. If 
you could address a few of my 
concerns I would greatly appre-
ciate it. These are not “gotcha 
questions”....I just want a better 
grasp on your beliefs.

1.	 Do you believe that God’s 
children are saved for a 
purpose, that we are saved 
“unto good works” in order 
that we will be conformed to 
the image of Christ?

2.	 Do you believe that whom 
God justifies He also 
sanctifies?

3.	 How do you define 
sanctification?

4.	 Do you believe that one 
who professes faith in Christ 
should ever have reason, by 
his fruit/works, to doubt his 
salvation?

5.	 Is there such a thing as 
a hypocrite, or a false 
professor?

6.	 Adolph Hitler professed 
faith in Christ. Based on the 
atrocities that he commit-
ted, is there any reason that 
he should have doubted his 
salvation, or that we should 
doubt his salvation to this 
day?

7.	 If a person who believes in 
Christ when they are 30, 
no longer believes in Christ 
when they are 35, and stays 
an unbeliever until they die 
at 80, are they still saved?

8.	 How do you view church 
discipline? Is the person who 
is excommunicated from the 
church to be treated as an 
unbeliever?

9.	 Is repentance necessary for 
salvation?

10.	I think I read something 
by you that defined repen-
tance as a “change of 
mind.” Would not the very 
essence of “changing our 
mind,” in terms of how we 
relate to God, necessitate a 
change of action or course? 
If I cheated on my wife, 
knew that it was wrong, 
apologized, and then did it 
again the very next night, 
wouldn’t that mean that I 
really didn’t “change my 
mind”? Your definition of 
“change of mind” seems 
subjective.

Thanks for your time.
Best Regards,
BSC, email

My Answers to the 
Examination Questions

Thanks for your questions. 
This feels a bit like an ordina-
tion exam. I appreciate your 
desire to learn the Free Grace 
view.

Before I begin answering 
questions, let me give an overall 
comment on sanctification.

When I believed in works sal-
vation, I did not drink, smoke, 
cuss, or sleep around. I was 
outwardly righteous. But I was 
filled with doubt, fear, jealousy, 
anger, and so forth. I was a self-
righteous Pharisee.

When I was a senior in college, 
over the course of five conver-
sations, I reluctantly came to 
believe in the eternal security of 
all who simply believe in Jesus. 
I came to believe that there were 
no strings attached, that no 
matter what I did or did not do, 
I was eternally secure.

What gratitude I felt! My fear 
of hell was gone. I knew I was 

God’s child forever. I immedi-
ately changed from pre-med 
to pre-ministry. My whole life 
changed, not because I thought 
I had to live a good life to stay 
saved or to prove I’m saved, 
but because the love of God in 
Christ bowled me over like a 
spiritual tsunami. 

The idea that the Free Grace 
message somehow ignores or 
deemphasizes progressive sanc-
tification strikes me as contrary 
to both reason and fact. The 
Free Grace message is the only 
message that promotes sanctifi-
cation. We know from Scripture 
that legalism and works salva-
tion produce fleshly indulgence 
(cf. Gal 5:15-16). Grace is our 
only hope for holiness.

Now to your questions. 
1.	 Yes, we are saved to glorify 

God now and forever. How-
ever, how well we glorify 
God in this life is not a con-
dition of everlasting life. And 
it is not guaranteed that all 
believers will live in a way 
that their lives were charac-
terized as God honoring. 

2.	 Regarding sanctification, see 
my articles on three types of 
sanctification in our Journal 
of the Grace Evangelical 
Society (available online). 
All believers are already 
positionally set apart. All 
believers will one day be set 
apart forever (glorification). 
Currently, the Holy Spirit is 
moving believers to be set 
apart in our experience, but 
there is no guarantee that 
believers will achieve some 
level of holiness. 

3.	 To be sanctified is to be set 
apart. Progressive sanctifica-
tion is a work of the Spirit 
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whereby He increasingly 
conforms the receptive 
believer to the Person of 
Christ, which is to say that 
He sets that believer apart 
from the unbelieving world. 
Success in progressive sanc-
tification is not guaranteed. 
Believers who do not fel-
lowship with other believers 
and hear God’s Word taught 
regularly may well fail to 
progress in their Christian 
lives. Backsliding is even 
possible. 

4.	 Not everyone who pro-
fesses Christ believes in His 
promise of everlasting life. 
A person who believes in 
Lordship Salvation/works 
salvation looks to his own 
works, not Christ’s promise, 
for assurance. Such people 
doubt their salvation because 
they are not focusing on 

Christ, but themselves.  
The issue in professions of 
faith is not one’s works, but 
what one believes—root not 

fruit. If a person believes 
that he must work to stay 
saved or to prove he is saved, 
then he does not believe the 
promise and he lacks cer-
tainty of his eternal destiny.  

    However, someone 
who believes the promise 
of everlasting life to the 
believer need never doubt 
his salvation based on his 
works because God justifies 
the ungodly and assurance 
is found in Christ, not in 
ourselves. 

5.	 Yes. A false professor is one 
who says, “I believe in Jesus 
Christ,” but who in reality 
is believing in Jesus plus his 
own works to get him into 
the kingdom. 

6.	 Hitler was a terrible person. 
If he looked at his works 
for assurance, he had every 
reason to believe he was 
headed for hell. However, 
anyone who looks at his 
works for assurance has 
ample evidence to believe he 
is headed for hell. Even you 
and I. All of us fall short 

“I was outwardly 
righteous. But I was 

filled with doubt, 
fear, jealousy, 
anger, and so 

forth. I was a self-
righteous Pharisee.”
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of the glory of God (Rom 
3:23). 
    A believer should not look 
to his works for assurance. 
To do that is to take one’s 
eyes off Christ.  
    Apart from the blood of 
Christ, no one would have 
everlasting life.  
    Because of the blood of 
Christ, anyone who believes 
in Jesus has everlasting life. 
    The death of Christ 
removed the sin barrier 
(John 1:29; 1 John 2:2). 
Hence the issue is not sin, 
but Christ. 
    Lewis Sperry Chafer said 
that in light of Calvary men 
don’t have a sin problem; 
they have a Son problem.  
    I believe you bring up 
Hitler to ask whether we 
should question our own 
salvation if we find ourselves 
sinning a lot. But there’s 
the rub. What is “a lot”? If 
someone like Hitler is the 
comparison (and there is no 
evidence he ever had saving 
faith in Christ), then very 
few people today would 
need to question their salva-
tion. If Jesus is the standard, 
then all of us would need to 
question our salvation if our 
works are the issue.  
    But our works aren’t the 
issue. The issue in regenera-
tion and assurance is believ-
ing in Jesus for what He 
promises—everlasting life. 
Sadly most people do not 
believe in Him for that life. 

7.	 Yes, if a person believes in 
Jesus for everlasting life for 
five years and then stops 
believing in Him, he remains 
eternally secure even though 

he stopped believing. 
    Indeed, if a person 
believes in Jesus for everlast-
ing life for five seconds and 
then falls away, he remains 
eternally secure. 
    If there is a time require-
ment for faith, then Jesus 
lied when he spoke to 
Martha in John 11:25-26. 
The Lord assured Martha 
that she would never die. He 
gave her no requirement 

that one’s faith in Him must 
remain steadfast. 
    I like to put it this way, 
We are not saved by eter-
nal faith in the Lord Jesus; 
we are saved by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ who is 
eternally faithful to keep 
His promise. Another way 
of saying that is, we are not 
saved because we are faith-
ful, but because He is! 

8.	 Church discipline is for 
believers, not unbelievers. 
Scripture specifically says, 
“And if anyone does not 
obey our word in this epis-
tle, note that person and do 
not keep company with him, 
that he may be ashamed. 
Yet do not count him as an 

enemy, but admonish him as 
a brother” (2 Thess 3:14–
15). Also in 1 Cor 5:11, “But 
now I have written to you 
not to keep company with 
anyone named a brother, 
who is sexually immoral, or 
covetous, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner—not even to 
eat with such a person.” 

9.	 No, repentance is not neces-
sary to be born again. It is 
necessary to escape temporal 
wrath in this life. The only 
condition of the new birth is 
faith in Christ. 

10.	I believed in the change of 
mind view until around 
1997. I even wrote my doc-
toral dissertation defending 
the change of mind view. 
But then I repented of my 
view of repentance. I believe 
that Biblical repentance is 
turning from sins. All NT 
examples fit that under-
standing. You can read an 
article on our website on 
why I changed my mind 
about repentance. It was 
published in our journal in 
1998. 

Bob Wilkin 
is Executive 
Director 
of Grace 
Evangelical 
Society. 
He lives in 
Highland 
Village, TX, 
with his wife 

of 42 years, Sharon. His latest book is 
Grudem Against Grace: A Defense of 
Free Grace Theology.

“Repentance is not 
necessary to be born 
again. It is necessary 
to escape temporal 
wrath in this life. 

The only condition 
of the new birth is 
faith in Christ.” 
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We are praying for and dreaming of new ministries to 
promote Free Grace.

There are at least 10,000 of you reading Grace in Focus 
every month. There are over a hundred thousand 
reading online. If you went to faithalone.org, clicked 
on DONATE, and committed to a monthly donation 
of only $10, we could raise the funds to support 
ministries like these: 

•	 International Speaker & Missions
•	 Sunday School Curriculum writer
•	 Campus Minister
•	 West Coast Speaker
•	 Social Media Coordinator (full-time)
•	 House Church Mentor

For every $100k increase in our budget, we can fund 
one of those positions for two years.

JOIN US!

get us to 
the goal!
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INTRODUCTION

When I was a kid, I participated in many pick-up basketball games. 
When we had too many players, some of us were chosen to play 
while some of us were not. It was always a bummer when you 

weren’t chosen to play. You would then have to sit on the edge of the court 
and simply watch.

In Eph 1:4, Paul says that believers have been chosen. In this case, how-
ever, God is the One that has done the choosing. Paul writes that, “He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love.”

	The question is: What has God chosen us for?

FOR SALVATION/ETERNAL LIFE?
	 Many think that Paul is saying that the believer is chosen 
by God for eternal life. This view sees Eph 1:4 as saying 

that God chose certain people in eternity past to be eter-
nally saved, and those people will be “holy and without 

blame” because of their position in Christ. Because 
they are in Christ, all their sins are forgiven and they 

have been chosen to be holy forever. 
The Reformation Study Bible takes this view. 

It says that Eph 1:4 means that God has 
chosen people for a relationship with 

Himself. God’s choice always had in 
view the union of a fallen people 

with their Redeemer.

You Were Chosen 
(Ephesians 1:4)

By Ken Yates
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Thomas Constable, in his Bible study notes, 
holds the same view. To be “holy” means to be set 
apart for God. To be “without blame” means to 
be without blemish and describes Jesus Christ in 
1 Pet 1:19. The believer positionally has the same 
holiness as his Savior.

Closely related to the view that Eph 1:4 is talk-
ing about God’s choosing people for eternal life is 
the idea that holy living is also a result of God’s 
choosing believers. E. K. Simpson (Ephesians, p. 
26) says that God’s design in eternity past will 
not fail. All the chosen are also elected to live in 
holiness. Eadie (Ephesians, p. 21) says that this 
holiness includes the believer’s final perfection. It 
begins in this life in how the believer lives. This 
is the result of God choosing the 
believer. God gives the believer a 
holy heart and this heart leads to a 
stainless life. 

In summary, there are those 
who assert that Paul is saying that 
God chooses some people to go to 
heaven. Those He chooses will also 
live holy lives. People who are not 
chosen will go to hell. Those who 
are chosen have no choice in how 
they live. Their lives will please 
God.

Obviously such a view means 
that people do not have free will. If they are not 
chosen by God, they cannot believe the gospel. 
For those chosen, they do not have free will in 
how they will live. They will automatically live in 
a godly way.

Many will recoil from such a theology. In addi-
tion, it certainly seems to go against the teachings 
of the Bible that say that men and women are 
responsible for their actions. In addition, if we do 
not have free will, how can we be held responsible 
by God for anything we do or do not do?

A more basic question is: Is this view the only 
way to understand Eph 1:4?

CHOSEN AS A GROUP
Many have noted that in the book of Ephesians, 

Paul’s main emphasis is on the Church. God chose 
in eternity past that both believing Jews and Gen-
tiles would be united in the Body of Christ as the 
Temple of God.

This is the way we should understand Eph 1:4. 
God has chosen the Church to accomplish His 
will during the Church Age (Eph 1:22-23; 2:14, 
16, 22).

To put it simply, Eph 1:4 is not talking about 
God’s choosing individual people for heaven or 
hell and taking away their free will. Instead, Paul 
is talking about God’s choosing a group of people 
(believers) for a purpose.

But what is that purpose and is it automatic?

CHOSEN TO LIVE GODLY lives
It is very clear that Paul is saying God chose 

believers to live in a holy way. But this does not 
mean that all believers will automatically do so. 

The words “that we should be” in 
Eph 1:4 involve the use of a gram-
matical construction using an 
infinitive (“should be”). The ques-
tion is whether this is something 
that is possible and desirable or 
simply automatic. In other words, 
are believers guaranteed that they 
will live holy lives or not?

An infinitive can be used to 
indicate a result. If used in this way, 
one could say that Paul is saying 
that God chose the Church, and the 
result is that all believers will live 

holy lives. Believers would have no choice.
However, as Daniel Wallace points out, the most 

common use of the infinitive is to indicate pur-
pose (Wallace, Beyond the Basics, p. 592). Walter 
Liefeld, who is not a Free Grace writer, says that 
the infinitive here clearly indicates purpose (Ephe-
sians, p. 34). If the infinitive indicates purpose, 
it is not automatic. Probably the most important 
question here is: Does the context indicate result 
or purpose?

The idea that Paul is talking about the purpose 
of His choosing makes perfect sense in the con-
text. What is the purpose of God’s choosing the 
Church? He wants it to be a body of believers who 
live in a godly way. The world is to see Him in 
us. We are to reflect our holy Heavenly Father in 
our holy actions. He created the Church for this 
purpose (Eph 2:10). 

Specifically, believers are to live holy lives “in 
love” (Eph 1:4). Members of the Church, even 

“What is the 
purpose of God’s 

choosing the 
Church? He wants 
it to be a body of 
believers that live 
in a godly way.” 
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Jews and Gentiles, are to love one another. We are 
to love one another as Christ loved us. But as we 
know from the Scriptures and experience, believ-
ers often do not live up to the purpose for which 
God placed us in the Body of Christ. Believers are 
often unloving towards each other. Living holy 
lives in love is anything but automatic!

PAUL TOLD THE BELIEVERS AT 
COLOSSAE THE SAME THING

When we conclude that in Eph 1:4, Paul is 
saying that members of the Church have the 
option to live godly lives, we see that he says the 
same thing in Col 1:22-23. A quick look at Col 
1:22 shows that it is parallel with Eph 1:4 and 
Paul is dealing with the same 
topic. The words “holy and 
blameless” as well as “before 
Him” are the exact same words 
in Greek in both verses.

In Col 1:22, Paul says that 
Christ died to present us holy 
and blameless before Him. We 
see in the next verse that this is 
not automatic. Believers will be 
holy and blameless before the 
Lord if they continue grounded 
and steadfast in the faith. Here, the word “faith” 
refers to the teachings of the Apostles that were 
challenged by the false teachers Paul was address-
ing in the book of Colossians.

But when will believers appear “before Him”?

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
It is unfortunate that many people assume that 

most verses in the NT deal with eternal salvation. 
Both Ephesians and Colossians were written to 
believers. They already knew they had eternal life. 
They would never appear before Christ to find out 
if they were going to be in the kingdom of God. 

Instead, all believers will appear before the Lord 
at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10). That 
is when we will appear “before Him” (Eph 1:4; 
Col 1:22). On that day, the Lord will evaluate the 
lives of believers for the purpose of rewards. 

To the Colossians, Paul said that he taught 
believers in the hope that they would be mature 
believers when they appear at the Judgment Seat 
(Col 1:28). In Ephesians, Paul wants the believers 

there to understand their “calling.” They were 
called to receive a glorious inheritance in the king-
dom (Eph 1:18). If they lived holy lives they would 
receive at the Judgment Seat a glorious inheri-
tance/reward in the kingdom.

CONCLUSION
When I was a kid, it was great to be chosen in 

pick-up basketball games. When chosen, I was 
part of the game. I was not on the sidelines watch-
ing others play. 

If you have believed in Jesus Christ for eternal 
life, you have been chosen. You are part of the 
Church, the Body of Christ. God has chosen the 
Church for a purpose: that we would live godly 

lives. That when we appear 
before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ we will be found by 
Him as mature believers who 
will receive His approval and 
rewards and thus bring honor 
and glory to Him. 

But such rewards and such 
living are not automatic. If we 
continue using the analogy of a 
basketball game, the question is: 
how did you play the game? Did 

you play in such a way that pleases the One Who 
chose you to be a part of His Church? God has 
chosen you to “play.” We have the honor and joy 
of doing what He chose us to do. Will we do it, or 
choose to just sit on the sidelines? 

Ken Yates is Editor of the Journal 
of the Grace Evangelical Society and 
GES’s East Coast and International 
speaker. He is the pastor of Little 
River Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, 
SC.

“If you have believed 
in Jesus Christ for 

eternal life, you have 
been chosen. You are 
part of the Church, 
the Body of Christ.” 
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Becoming a 
Fundamentalist

An Interview 
with Randy White

By Shawn Lazar
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Christian fundamentalism started a century 
ago. Bible teachers and pastors organized 
to resist the onset of liberalism in the 

denominations. They defended the fundamental 
doctrines of Biblical Christianity, such as the 
inerrancy of Scripture, the virgin birth, and the 
literal resurrection of Christ.

Over time, a split began to occur between evan-
gelicals and fundamentalists. 

Fundamentalism gained a bad reputation as nar-
row-minded and anti-intellectual. This reputation 
only became worse as the secular media adopted 
the term “fundamentalism” to identify Islamic ter-
rorism. Suddenly, the independent Baptist church 
down the street became conceptually on par with 
criminals who bombed embassies, planes, and 
street markets.

In the last few decades, evangelicalism seems to 
have become less conservative and more permis-
sive, both doctrinally and socially. For example, 
many evangelicals now hold to a limited view of 
inerrancy and reject Biblical sexual norms.

That downward trend has alarmed many of us 
who consider ourselves evangelical. We have taken 
to identifying as “conservative” evangelicals, 
because conservatism is no longer implied.

Consequently, I have had several conversa-
tions with people who have wondered if the term 
“fundamentalism” needs to be rehabilitated or 
reclaimed.

Dr. Randy White shares many of these same 
concerns and recently wrote a booklet on this sub-
ject. He was kind enough to agree to an interview 
for this magazine.

Shawn Lazar (SL): Please introduce yourself.

Randy White (RW): I am Randy White, a 
former life-long evangelical Southern Baptist who 
increasingly became frustrated with evangelical-
ism and Southern Baptist theology.

Having been a pastor of some relatively large 
churches in Texas, I moved three years ago to the 
little tourist village of Taos, NM. I moved here to 
focus my time on studying the Word and teaching 
it online (via www.RandyWhiteMinistries.org) 
and publishing thoroughly Biblical resources (via 
www.DispensationalPublishing.org, a company 
I started when I moved to Taos). I also serve as 

the bi-vocational pastor of the Taos First Baptist 
Church.

I was raised the son of an evangelical, SBC 
pastor. I was educated in evangelical, SBC col-
leges and seminaries. I used to say I was “Baptist 
born and Baptist bred, and when I’m gone I’ll be 
Baptist dead!”

However, the more I studied the Word of God, 
the more I became convinced that Baptist denomi-
national life was flawed in essence and theologi-
cally left-leaning (though they would never admit 
it and scarcely recognize it).

Out of Evangelicalism
SL: What led you out of evangelicalism?

RW: For most of my life, I did not even know 
there was anything but evangelicalism.

I knew I wasn’t Catholic, and I knew the main-
line Protestant denominations had all but rejected 
Biblical Christianity.

All I knew of fundamentalists were that they 
were angry and didn’t allow ladies to wear pants.

One of the most life-changing studies I ever did 
was an extensive study of the kingdom of God. 
The more I began to understand the kingdom, the 
more I understood the motivations behind much 
of evangelical thinking, especially that which 
related to the growing social justice emphasis.

SL: So you began to realize that evangelicals 
were working with a particular concept of the 
kingdom?

RW: Yes. I realized that “building the kingdom” 
was almost the definition of evangelicalism.

I also realized that, Biblically, I cannot build, 
advance, or strengthen the kingdom in any way 
because the kingdom of God is future and physi-
cal and related to the nation of Israel, not the 
church.

With this new understanding of the kingdom, 
I realized that evangelicalism, Protestantism, and 
Catholicism all had the same foundational flaw: 
believing that we are somehow in the kingdom of 
God today. With this “in the kingdom” thinking, 
they all build a missional outlook based on king-
dom building.

In the kingdom, for example, you have total 
economic, social, and physical “justice” (a word 
I only use because it is the word of the day). If 
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this justice is present in the kingdom, and we are 
in the kingdom now, then Christians must join 
together to advance kingdom justice.

This is the fuel beneath the social justice and the 
ecumenical movements in evangelicalism.

Consequently, I began to see that evangelicalism 
had a worldview that was fundamentally different 
from my own.

Into Fundamentalism
SL: What led you into fundamentalism?

RW: I found myself forced into independence 
as I was increasingly unwanted at the denomi-
national table, honestly. This was gradual, but I 
knew that I had increasingly isolated myself from 
denominationalism. I found myself the only guy in 
the room who was shaking my head at what I was 
hearing from so-called conservative evangelicals. 

I was daily becoming more uncomfortable with 
the mixture of law and grace that was standard 
fare in evangelicalism.

I was becoming increasingly aware of the emo-
tionalism, manipulation, and pop-psychology that 
so many around me were saying was “a move of 
the Spirit” or a “God-anointed sermon.” 

As I joked earlier, I really didn’t know any real 
fundamentalists. I only knew characterizations 
and stereotypes of fundamentalists. You know, 
the suit, tie, and large KJV Bible, along with a 
scowl and a sermon against alcoholic beverages. 

At the time my journey was beginning, I had 
a radio program over 400 stations (I have since 
moved to internet-only broadcasts). I began to 
notice that it was fundamentalists who were writ-
ing, calling, and thanking me.

I “accidently” began to realize that I was quickly 
becoming a fundamentalist.

The Issue of Legalism
SL: Aren’t most fundamentalists legalists? Are 

you?       

RW: Some are, I’m sure. I just haven’t met them 
yet. The fundamentalists I know smile at least 
twice a week. They wear shorts when it is hot. 
Some even listen to country music! 

I know that the stereotype of fundamentalism is 
legalism. Almost all stereotypes have some basis 
in reality somewhere down the line, so I wouldn’t 

deny legalism in the fundamental family alto-
gether. All I know is that legalism hasn’t been my 
experience.

I am a Dispensationalist, and I don’t see how 
legalism of any kind is compatible with rightly 
dividing the Word of truth. Legalism is built on 
a flawed understanding of the purpose and place 
of the Law. Legalism believes that a right stand-
ing with God comes from righteous living. I reject 
those views.

Incidentally, the Puritans (who are not consid-
ered fundamentalists) were very legalistic. Puritan 
legalism (and its modern Calvinist counterpart) is 
drawn from a failure to divide the dispensation of 
Grace from that of the Law.

As for me, I hold to a Free Grace position both 
for salvation and for sanctification. We are com-
plete in Christ, not because of anything that we 
have done, but by God’s grace alone.

Key Issues
SL: What are the key issues we can learn from 

fundamentalism?

RW: We can learn that the Bible is God-
breathed both in its whole and in its parts. The 
Bible is God’s Word, but each word in the Bible is 
also God-breathed.

This is why Christian fundamentalism (whether 
of the Baptist, Bible, or any variety) is where you 
will most often find exegetical, verse-by-verse 
Bible teaching.

We can learn that cultural conformity is not 
necessary for church growth or health. Funda-
mentalist churches have not chased every church-
growth fad. They don’t have the emotional need 
for the latest “Christian” music. They do not get 
any self-validation from having the most recent 
cool-kid preacher come preach in their confer-
ences. Fundamentalist churches tend to be like 
the church you grew up in. They sing a few songs, 
they give a few announcements, and they preach a 
long sermon (Amen!).

SL: What are some key areas where fundamen-
talism can change for the better?

RW: My recent booklet, Why I Am a Funda-
mentalist…and You Should be Too, explains that 
fundamentalism needs to better distinguish and 
define itself. I am convinced that evangelicalism 
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is imploding, and many evangelicals are about to 
take the same journey I have been on. These evan-
gelicals need to know there is a place to call home.

Historically, fundamentalism was built on the 
acceptance of the “five fundamentals” of the early 
fundamentalist movement from a century ago. 
However, most evangelicals hold to these five fun-
damentals without being fundamentalists.

In order to clarify the distinction between the 
two traditions, I am calling for fundamentalism to 
add four more fundamentals to the list.

These four things are already a part of fun-
damentalism, but they need to be better articu-
lated by fundamentalists. And they need to be 
explained to the evangelical, who will not under-
stand them at first.

Refining Fundamentalism
SL: What are the four additions?

RW: First, fundamentalists need to strengthen 
their ability to explain why they reject the ecu-
menical movement. Evangelicals do not under-
stand a rejection of ecumenicism, but they can be 
convinced if it is explained well.

Second, fundamentalists need to strengthen 
their understanding and argument against an 
“already/not yet” kingdom. Historically, funda-
mentalism strongly held to a future kingdom, and 
this was almost a distinguishing mark. I think 
fundamentalism has weakened in this area and 
needs to strengthen its understanding.

Third, fundamentalists need to better articulate 
their understanding that the local church is the 
only church. Evangelical churches have bought 
into the universal church concept, even though it 
has little (if any) Biblical support. Fundamentalists 
are strongly local in their ecclesiology, so much so 
that the word independent is often in their church 
name. Evangelicals will not understand this and 
may need some clear guidance.

Fourth, fundamentalists need to explain their 
position on verbal plenary inspiration. Why is the 
King James Version so prevalent in fundamental-
ism? There is a theological reason that goes far 
beyond tradition and nostalgia, but most fun-
damentalists have not articulated the theology. I 
am not a “KJV Only” advocate, but I can at least 
now understand where they are coming from. 

Fundamentalism can do a better job explaining 
their doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration.

recommended reading
SL: Who are some fundamentalist authors you 

recommend?

RW: Randy White is a good one!
Though the reading is difficult, I would encour-

age people to look through The Fundamentals, 
a set of articles, written beginning in 1910, that 
really gave birth to fundamentalism. Fundamen-
talism itself was a response to religious liberal-
ism that came up with the German Rationalism 
movement started by Julius Wellhausen in the last 
quarter of the 19th century. The fundamentalist-
vs-modernist debates really did shape the world-
view of our nation in many ways. 

Most of the reading I do is by men who lived 
prior to fundamentalism as a movement.

I read George N.H. Peters, John Nelson Darby, 
Sir Robert Anderson, and others of the Dispensa-
tional vein.

But there are more modern fundamentalists such 
as J. Vernon McGee, whose Thru the Bible series 
is great.

W.A. Criswell’s Why I Preach That the Bible is 
Literally True is a classic.

The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, com-
piled by R.A. Torrey, is a “must-have” Bible study 
resource.

And I am hoping there will be a host of new 
Free Grace fundamentalist writers who are pub-
lished through Dispensational Publishing House 
in the years to come. 

Shawn Lazar is the Editor of 
Grace in Focus magazine. He is 
the pastor of Gateway Baptist’s 
Faith Fellowship in Denton, TX. 
He’s beginning to wonder if he’s a 
fundamentalist.
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Not all Seniors Are Socializing

Have you ever gone to visit a senior adult 
to cheer her up, only to discover you were 
the one uplifted?

Perhaps the person you intended to encourage 
may have been going through stages of an incurable 
illness, or perhaps he was recovering from minor 
surgery. It makes no difference. His countenance 
and uplifting words to you no doubt came from a 
contented and happy heart and brought you joy.

However, not all senior adults are engaging with 
other people.

With declining years, many seniors have expe-
rienced heartbreaks, such as losing a spouse or 
outliving their friends.

Others have grown lonely because their fami-
lies have either moved many miles away or, even 
though they live nearby, are too busy with their 
own complicated lives to stop in often for even a 
short visit.  

According to Senior Living Blog posted by Sarah 
Stevenson (May 2017), eleven million or twenty-
eight percent of people aged sixty-five and older 
lived alone at the time of the last census. 

By Pam Rainey

Coping with 
Loneliness 
as a 
Christian 
Senior
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Preying on the lonely
One of the silent and subtle schemes lonely 

senior adults fall prey to is the deceptive market-
ing practices of casinos.

While their addiction may start out as an inno-
cent way for them to spend an afternoon with 
friends, one trip to a casino can lead to two, then 
three, then more, and the well laid trap is set, and 
the older adult is caught.

Before long their hard earned savings are gone.
Many casinos send buses to transport seniors 

from the town in which they live. When they 
arrive, they are provided free food, drinks, and 
lodging. While they are there, they are not lonely 
because there are many new acquaintances with 
which to temporarily socialize. The casino is an 
almost perfect experience. The only thing that 
is not perfect is the money they lose in the slot 
machines. 

Oh, they may win a buck or two. But the losses 
are bitter and unaffordable.

This is a well-organized strategy aimed at a vul-
nerable generation preyed upon by marketers who 
know exactly what they are doing. 

In an article, “The Casino Trap,” by John 
Rosengren, in the AARP Bulletin (October 2016), 
a distressing account was given of a well set gam-
bling trap that ruined a man and his wife.

The couple began making a 2 1/2 hour drive 
from his home to a casino every Friday. He won 
occasionally but lost more frequently. In one 
year, he lost about $50,000. Over four years the 
slots drained more than $100,000 from him—all 
his savings. He still kept playing. Afterwards 
he cashed in a life insurance policy, took cash 
advances out of his credit card, and gambled away 
the Social Security checks meant to pay his util-
ity bills. Finally, in 2008, the gambling habit took 
their home.

There are many other unhealthy ways in which 
senior adults cope with loneliness and grief.  How-
ever, Scripture promises many blessings to the 
aged who rely on God for guidance and comfort.

We can all be triumphant over temptations that 
take our eyes off His goodness and tempt us to 
react in corrupt ways. Whatever our age or cir-
cumstance, we are reminded: “Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand” (Eph 6:13).

A Practical Way of Coping with 
Loneliness: Service

Instead of coping with loneliness by going to a 
casino, Christian senior adults can find meaning-
ful fellowship by serving in church.

We cannot turn on a television or listen to our 
children or grandchildren for long without becom-
ing aware of how desperately our world is crying 
for wisdom. 

Christian seniors have so much knowledge to 
offer our younger generation. 

Through experiences of wars, raising families, 
losing loved ones, and difficult financial times, 
seniors have witnessed firsthand God’s unfail-
ing love, guidance, and goodness. It would be a 
shame for older people not to share with young 
Christians how difficult times helped them grow 
stronger in their faith. 

An eighty-year-old widow, Pearl, moved from 
Mississippi to our town to be with her daughter. 
She joined our church and asked the pastor how 
she could serve the Lord there. He later told the 
congregation that, due to her age, he wasn’t sure 
Pearl would be up to helping with children, but he 
reluctantly suggested she assist with the Vacation 
Bible School that started the next evening. Even 
on short notice, Pearl was eager to help.

Our daughter, only ten years old at the time, 
and normally quiet and not very expressive, 
bounced to our car the first night after Vacation 
Bible School was dismissed and excitedly told my 
husband and me about “Miss Pearl” who was her 
VBS table leader. I asked her what was so special 
about her new teacher. She thought for a moment 
and said, “Miss Pearl has such a sweet face, and I 
know she loves me very much.”

Mighty insightful observation from a child. 
Pearl lived for a year-and-a-half after that. Upon 

her death, a visitation was held by her family at 
the local funeral home before holding her burial in 
Mississippi. The funeral home was filled that night 
with friends who came to remember her and offer 
sympathy to the family. 

Since Pearl was new in our town, she no longer 
felt comfortable driving an automobile. But she 
didn’t let a little thing like that get in the way of 
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helping others. Her daughter took her to church, 
and a new friend she met at church volunteered 
to drive her to several worthwhile places she was 
asked to volunteer.

I suppose the local folks who came to honor 
Pearl and minister to the family had met Pearl’s 
kind face during the year-and-a-half she lived in 
her new hometown and had come to know she 
loved them very much just as our daughter did. 

When I think of Pearl, I am reminded of what 
Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another” (John 13:34).

Seniors are not exempted from that command. 
And loving the members of your church is a 
wonderful way for lonely seniors to engage with 
others.

A Doctrinal Way to Cope with 
Loneliness: God’s Promises

I must admit I’ve cried out to God asking why 
He has allowed sickness to intrude my body as it 
grows older.

I’ve been guilty of not helping out when needed 
because I didn’t feel very well.

There also have been times my faith has been 
shaken when I look at our meager retirement sav-
ings and ask God if my husband and I will outlast 
our money.

Then I remind myself—God’s Word is true, and 
He has never forsaken our family.

I’m so ashamed of myself when I worry. God, 
true to His Word, has always taken care of our 
family. A good passage for me to remember is: 
“Your life should be free from the love of money. 
Be satisfied with what you have, for He Himself 
has said, I will never leave you or forsake you” 
(Heb 13:5, HCSB).

Focusing on God’s promises located in the Bible 
corrects my steps when I fall into any temptation 
of sin. 

Pam Rainey is a native of 
Columbus, GA and has lived in 
Denton, TX, for 45 years. She was 
a licensed real estate agent for 18 
years.
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The 
Importance 
of the 
Expression 
That Day 
and Hour
By Bill Fiess

A New Expression

In the middle of His Olivet Discourse, Jesus 
Christ made this astonishing statement: “But 
of that day and hour no one knows, not even 

the angels of heaven, but My Father only” (Matt 
24:36). Though it is clear that Jesus had been 
speaking about prophetic events, He unexpect-
edly used the phrase “that day and hour,” which 
had never been used before in Scripture.

The phrase “that day” was very familiar in the 
OT, being used 110 times in the Major and Minor 
Prophets. But the full expression “that day and 
hour” was never used in the Prophets. 

Of course, “that day” is an abbreviation for the 
fuller expression “the day of the LORD,” which 
occurs 21 times in the prophets.

But “that day and hour” is never found in the 
OT. In fact, it is found only in two places in the 
NT; here and in Mark 13:32 (a parallel passage to 
the above).

Jesus used the word hour (Greek ho„ra) four 
more times in this context. 

“Watch therefore, for you do not know what 
hour your Lord is coming” (Matt 24:42, 
emphasis added).

“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect 
(Matt 24:44, emphasis added). 

“The master of that servant will come on a 
day when he is not looking for him and at an 
hour that he is not aware of” (Matt 24:50, 
emphasis added). 

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is 
coming” (Matt 25:13, emphasis added). 

There are several things that seem apparent 
from the context: Jesus was speaking of the begin-
ning of the Day of the Lord—a subject which had 
never been spoken of before in the Prophets. And 
He is very concerned that believers remain watch-
ful for His coming.

 Watchfulness and Rewards
Also, the context shows that believers who are 

not watching for His return will not be rewarded 
at that time. Note, for example,

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his master made ruler over his 
household, to give them food in due season? 
Blessed is that servant whom his master, when 
he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say 
to you that he will make him ruler over all 
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his goods. But if that evil servant says in his 
heart, ‘my master is delaying his coming,’ 
and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to 
eat and drink with the drunkards, the master 
of that servant will come on a day when he 
is not looking for him and at an hour that 
he is not aware of, and will cut him in two 
and appoint his portion [inheritance] with 
the hypocrites. There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matt 24:45–51, emphasis 
added). 

In fact, the parable given after Matt 25:13 above 
also concerns the Judgment Seat of Christ and 
rewards (or lack of rewards) for the believer. For 
example,

“After a long time the lord of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. So 
he who had received five talents came and 
brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, 
you delivered to me five talents; look, I 
have gained five more talents besides them.’ 
His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over many 
things. Enter into the joy of your lord’” (Matt 
25:19–21, emphasis added).

It is obvious that God is not revealing to man-
kind (or to the devil) the hour of Jesus’ return 
(which we usually refer to as the Rapture, based 
on 1 Thess 4:15-18). The beginning (i.e., hour) of 
Jesus’ Second Advent is imminent, and therefore 
we are commanded to watch. Not to watch is to 
be disobedient to our Lord’s command and also 
to not be rewarded at His coming. I believe that it 

is significant that twice in this context Jesus spoke 
of the possibility of not reigning with Him as a 
consequence of not being prepared for His Second 
Advent (Matt 24:48-51; 25:26-30). 

This does not mean that the unprepared believer 
will not be raptured (cf. 1 Thess 5:10; even believ-
ers who are not watchful will forever be with the 
Lord), but rather it means that he will not rule 
with Christ in the life to come.

Do not become complacent 
I think it is easy in 2018, almost 2000 years 

after Jesus’ statements here, to get complacent 
about His command because we think that His 
coming is not really imminent. It seems very easy 
to put other things above the priority He gives us 
of looking for His return. But that is to produce 
a slackening in holiness (as was the case of the 
unfaithful servant above) and loss of rewards at 
Jesus’ return. 

As for me, I want to reign with Christ in His 
kingdom, and I don’t want to lose reward at the 
Bema. 

Bill Fiess teaches math in Virginia 
and composes Free Grace hymns. 
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Faith and 
Knowledge
By James Morison

Saving faith is a kind of knowledge. This is 
rendered evident by what our Savior says 
in John 17:3, “This is life eternal, that they 

might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.”

Life eternal is the gift of God (Rom 6:23). It is 
the gift of God to men (1 John 5:11). It is given 
that men may know the only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom he has sent (John 17:3). And hence, 
when men come to this knowledge, they have 
eternal life, and shall “never die” (John 11:26).

They may drop the body; and eyes that have 
fondly looked on them here, may for a season see 
them no more. Hands that have fondly pressed 
them may touch them no more. But they shall 
“never die.”

Their death will, as it were, be no death. It will 
be death without its deadly element—death with-
out its “sting.” How glorious!

And all this is to be attained by knowing God 
and Christ.

Hence we read in 1 Tim 2:4 that God “will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowl-
edge of the truth.” The last clause informs us how 
the first is to be accomplished. Men are to be 
saved, by coming to the knowledge of the truth.

As soon as any come to the knowledge of the 
truth, he enters into the enjoyment of salvation. 
“They that know thy name,” says the Psalm-
ist, “will put their trust in thee” (Ps 9:10). And 
if any do not put their trust in God, it is because 
they are “alienated from the life of God through 
the ignorance that is in them” (Eph 4:18). They 
are “destroyed for lack of knowledge—because 
they have rejected knowledge” (Hos 4:6). “Israel 
doth not know,” says God, “my people doth not 
consider” (Isa 1:3). There are very many who are 
“laden with sins, and led away with divers lusts,” 

and who are “ever learning” and yet “never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim 
3:6-7). For this reason they remain unsaved.

It is obvious, then, that saving faith is a kind of 
knowledge.

It is not so much a kind of feeling, or a kind of 
willing, as a kind of thinking. 

But it is right thinking. And hence, it is 
knowledge.

It is thinking that corresponds to the reality 
of the thing which is the glorious object of the 
thought.

He who thinks the right thought regarding God 
and Christ—as God and Christ stand related, in 
the scheme of mercy, to sinners—knows the truth 
of truths. He is a believer of the glorious gospel 
and has eternal life. 

James Morison (1816-1893) was a Scottish theologian. 
This is an excerpt from his book Saving Faith (London: 
Hamilton, Adams, & Co., 1871), pp. 39-41. 
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Siege: Faith and 
Works in Tension

Zane C. Hodges

What is the relationship 
between faith and works? 

USD $16.00 
Softcover • 266 pages 
Code: gus2 

The Hungry Inherit

Zane C. Hodges

The burden of this work 
is to clearly distinguish 
between salvation and 
discipleship.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 160 pages 
Code: thi

Spiritual Lessons from 
the Life of David

Zane C. Hodges

What can you learn about 
the spiritual life from 
David and Saul? 

USD $10.00 
Softcover • 94 pages 
Code: lod 

SALE



Inerrancy for 
Dummies

Robert N. Wilkin

Wilkin explains “true 
inerrancy,” and how 
to resolve alleged 
discrepancies in the 
Bible.   

USD $7.95 
Softcover • 75 pages 
Code: ifd 

Tough Texts: Did 
Jesus Teach Salvation 
by Works? 

Hodges & Wilkin

Zane and Bob discuss 
passages in the Synoptic 
Gospels that seem to 
teach salvation by works.

USD $18.00 $10.00 
Softcover • 174 pages 
Code: tt 

What Is the Outer 
Darkness?

Zane C. Hodges with 
Robert N. Wilkin

Zane and Bob discuss 
all three occurrences of 
the phrase “the outer 
darkness” in Matthew.

USD $14.00 
Softcover • 112 pages 
Code: wod 

Evangelism Business Cards

USD $15.00 
Box of 200 cards 
Code: ebc 

A Gospel of Doubt: 
The Legacy of John 
MacArthur’s The Gospel 
According to Jesus

Robert N. Wilkin

Wilkin shows how to 
move from a gospel of 
doubt, to a gospel of 
assurance.   

USD $22.00 
Softcover • 305 pages 
Code: agd 

The Journey of Faith: 
Sermons on Hebrews

Zane C. Hodges

The Epistle to the 
Hebrews is about the 
incredible journey of faith.    

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 212 pages 
Code: jof 
 
 

Power to Stand: An 
Exposition of Jude

Zane C. Hodges

God gives every believer 
the power to stand, so as 
not to fall away.

USD $9.00 
Softcover • 76 pages 
Code: pts 

NEW

SALE



Four Views on the Role of Works at the Final Judgment

Robert N. Wilkin, Thomas R. Schreiner, James 
D. G. Dunn, Michael P. Barber

Through a discussion of Biblical texts, this book presents four 
perspectives on the role of works at the final judgment including: Robert 
N. Wilkin, works will determine rewards but not salvation, and Thomas 
R. Schreiner, works will provide evidence that one actually has been 
saved.

USD $17.00 
Softcover • 240 pages 
Code: fj 

The Ten Most Misunderstood 
Words in the Bible
Robert N. Wilkin

An exploration of Biblical terms 
everyone knows, and yet few 
understand.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 221 pages 
Code: ten
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Are you trusting in your works
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Confident in Christ 
(Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin

This book examines 
sixteen “tough texts” 
from the NT that are 
often used to teach 
salvation by works.

USD $22.00 
Softcover • 278 pages 
Code: cic2

Absolutely Free: A Biblical Reply to 
Lordship Salvation (Second Edition)
Zane C. Hodges

This book clearly explains the gospel of God’s free grace, and how 
popular theologies tend to confuse faith and works, salvation and 
discipleship, eternal life and eternal rewards. 

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 272 pages 
Code: af2

The Atonement and Other Writings
Zane C. Hodges

This book collects three hard-to-find shorter works by Hodges: The 
Atonement; Jesus, God’s Prophet; and Did Paul Preach Eternal Life? 
Every student of the Bible will have his understanding enriched by these 
studies.

USD $15.95 
Softcover • 116 pages 
Code: atm



Second Peter: Shunning Error in 
Light of the Savior’s Return
Zane C. Hodges

Second Peter is about growing in holiness in light of the 
Second Coming. Hodges shows that believers ought to take 
our Lord’s prophetic teaching seriously and should draw 
from them a sense of deep moral obligation to persevere 
in the midst of a dying world. As you read through this 
commentary, you will long for the Savior’s soon return!  

USD $15.00
Softcover • 142 pages 
Code: 2pet

The Grace New Testament Commentary
Authors include: Zane C. Hodges, Robert N. Wilkin, 

Hal M. Haller, Dwight L. Hunt, René A. López, J. B. Bond, 
and J. Paul Tanner, among others.

Written from a conservative, Dispensational, Free Grace 
perspective. These two volumes explain all the difficult verses 
that seem to deny eternal security, eternal rewards, justifica-
tion by faith alone, and that make perseverance a condition of 
kingdom entrance.

USD $29.95 $20.00 
Hardcover • Two Volumes • 1,334 pages
Code: ntc

Faith in His Name: Listening to the Gospel of John
Zane C. Hodges

In this practical and pastoral commentary on John 1:1–6:21, you will 
be led into a deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, 
with its emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His 
Word.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 180 pages 
Code: fhn

The Road to Reward (Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin

Twenty-five percent new material! If everlasting life is a free gift, 
and believers are eternally secure at the moment of faith, what 
is our motivation to live for Christ? Robert N. Wilkin takes us 
through the Biblical doctrine of eternal rewards at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ.

USD $20.00
Softcover • 200 pages
Code: rr2

There are many people today who believe in Jesus for all the wrong 
reasons. They believe in Him for wealth, for health, or to save them 
because of their good works.
 That isn’t saving faith. 
 The people in Jesus’ day also believed in Him for all the wrong 
reasons. They believed He was a prophet, a rabbi, or a king who would 
save them from Rome.
  That isn’t saving faith either.
 In Faith in His Name, Zane Hodges guides us through the first six 
chapters of John’s Gospel and shows us what saving faith is, namely, to 
believe in Jesus for everlasting life.
  In this practical and pastoral commentary you will be led into a 
deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, with its 
emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His Word. 
And more than that, you will be better equipped to do evangelism as 
the Lord Himself did, by sharing the simple message of faith in Jesus for 
life eternal.

Zane C. Hodges (BA, Wheaton; ThM, DTS) taught New 
Testament Greek and exegesis at Dallas Theological Seminary 
for 27 years until 1987. He also ministered at Victor Street Bible 
Chapel in East Dallas for 50 years.

GRACE EVANGELICAL SOCIETY
FAITHALONE.ORG

ZANE C. HODGES

Faith in
His Name

SALE
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Journal of 
the Grace 
Evangelical 
Society
Autumn 2014 / Volume 27 / Number 53

The Novelty of Free Grace Theology, Part 2: 
The Dangers of Following the 
Commentary Traditions
Editor

Our Evangelism Should Be Exegetically Sound
Robert N. Wilkin

The Two Modes of Humanity, 
Part 3: Objections and Responses
Philippe R. Sterling

Christ Died for All: Unlimited Atonement According 
to Robert D. Preus and 
Zane C. Hodges
Shawn Lazar

The Secret Believer in the Gospel of John
Bob Bryant

Book Reviews

Find over 1000 free magazine 
articles and over 250 free journal 
articles (through Autumn 2012) 

and other resources at

www.faithalone.org

Grace Evangelical Society
4851 S I-35 E, Suite 203

Corinth, TX 76210
ges@faithalone.org

Journal of 
the Grace 
Evangelical 
Society
100+ pages. Two issues 
each year. Scholarly 
yet practical articles 
and reviews.

USD $18.50 / $9.25 for 
new or gift subscriptions. 
Code: jotges 
View website for 
other special deals.

The Epistle 
of James
Zane C. Hodges

This is the best 
commentary available 
on James. The section on 
James 2:14-26 has helped 
thousands understand 
this pivotal passage.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 128 pages 
Code: jas

Romans: 
Deliverance 
from Wrath
Zane C. Hodges

Romans teaches us 
about deliverance 
from temporal wrath 
and slavery to sin.

USD $24.99 
Softcover • 488 pages 
Code: rom

Confronting 
Calvinism
Anthony B. Badger

A detailed refutation of the 
Five Points of Calvinism from 
a Free Grace perspective.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 397 pages 
Code: cc

Free Grace 
Theology on Trial
Anthony B. Badger

This book presents a careful, 
point-for-point defense 
against the charges made 
by Wayne Grudem in “Free 
Grace” Theology: 5 Ways it 
Diminishes the Gospel and D.A. 
Carson’s Exegetical Fallacies.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 375 pages 
Code: fgtt

The Epistles 
of John
Zane C. Hodges

First John is all about 
fellowship with God, 
not tests of life. Second 
and Third John are 
also explained in this 
valuable commentary.

USD $8.95 
Softcover • 312 pages 
Code: 1-3john

A Free Grace 
Primer
Zane C. Hodges

Collects three of 
Hodges’s books, The 
Hungry Inherit, The 
Gospel Under Siege, 
and Grace in Eclipse.

USD $20.00 $12.00 
Softcover • 571 pages 
Code: fgp2

Power to 
Make War
Zane C. Hodges

This book traces 
the career of the 
man, called in the 
Bible, the “Beast,” 
who will establish a 
new world order.

USD $8.95 
Softcover • 135 pages 
Code: pow

Harmony 
with God
Zane C. Hodges

Repentance is one of the 
most misunderstood 
doctrines in the 
church today. If 
you have questions 
about repentance, 
read this book.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 133 pages 
Code: hwg

Beyond Calvinism 
and Arminianism
C. Gordon Olson

Defends a middle view 
of salvation between 
Calvin and Arminius.

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 467 pages 
Code: bca

Best of Zane 
Hodges DVD
Over 10 hours of Zane 
Hodges’s messages on 
two DVDs utilizing a 
combination of video, 
when available, or audio 
with transcription.

USD $40.00 
2 DVDs 
Code: bozhdvd

Secure and Sure
Robert N. Wilkin

Assurance of eternal life is 
one of the most important, 
and for many, elusive truths. 
You can be secure and sure.

USD $9.95 
Softcover • 252 pages 
Code: sas  

SALE
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What Was Zane 
Hodges Saying about 
Salvation in 1 Timothy 
4:16?

By Bob Wilkin

“Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. 
Continue in them, for in doing this you will 
save both yourself and those who hear you” 
(1 Tim 4:16).

We ran an article in the May-June Grace 
in Focus in which Zane Hodges dis-
cussed 1 Tim 4:6-16. At the end of 

the article there was a short paragraph in which 
Hodges said, “The word save in v 16 cannot 
refer to what is past for us (cf. Titus 3:5)…The 
thought here is that of Mark 8:34-38 and John 
12:25-26. We save first ourselves, secondarily 
others” (p. 17). 

The following email in my inbox caught my 
attention:

“I need to bring it to your attention that the 
final paragraph of “Teach the Truth” by Zane C 
Hodges, whether intentionally or not, misrepresents 
salvation by saying:

“The word ‘save’ in v 16 cannot refer to what is 
past for us (cf. Titus 3:5). The NT has much to say 
of the salvation of the soul (psyche„) or life, which is 
achieved only by discipleship to the fullest extent.”

“It should be made very clear that salvation is 
faith alone in Christ alone. It is incorrect to describe 
the means of salvation as anything but believing in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

“If an unbeliever, having never heard the gospel, 
flipped to p. 17 and the only thing he read in the 
whole magazine was that “[salvation of the soul] 
is achieved only by discipleship,” that unbeliever 
would not know salvation or the soteriological view 
of Grace in Focus.”

Great point. We dropped the ball on this one. 
And by “we” I mean Shawn! 

We knew what Hodges meant and left his 
statement as is. The problem is, as the reader 
points out, not everyone knows what he meant. 
If an unbeliever read what he wrote, he would 

be terribly confused. Even many believers could 
become confused. 

When Hodges was speaking of the saving of the 
psyche„, he was talking about gaining fullness of 
life by denying ourselves, taking up our crosses, 
and following Christ.

That is what Matt 16:24-28 and Mark 8:34-38 
discuss.

When Zane said, “We save first ourselves, sec-
ondarily others,” he was talking about the gain-
ing of fullness of life, not salvation from eternal 
condemnation.

First we gain fullness of life ourselves, by abid-
ing in sound doctrine, and then we help others 
gain fullness of lives by grounding them in sound 
doctrine.

The issue of false teachers and their false teach-
ings is found at the very start of 1 Timothy (cf. 
1 Tim 1:3-11) and at the start of chapter 4 (cf. 
1 Tim 4:1-8). We have the same problem today. 
Those who teach in the local church, as Timothy 
did, are to take heed to “the doctrine,” that is, the 
doctrine passed down to us from the Lord and 
His Apostles. If we teach Apostolic doctrine, then 
we will deliver our listeners from the destructive 
false teachings which are out there. 

The point is this: doctrine is important. Very 
important. What we believe directly impacts what 
we say and do and whether we are pleasing or 
displeasing the Lord. Remember what Paul said in 
Rom 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind…” (emphasis added).

He also spoke of transformation via sound doc-
trine in 2 Cor 3:18: “We all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror [=God’s Word] the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of 
the Lord.” 

Doctrine matters. A lot. Of course, once we are 
born again, our eternal destiny is set. But our full-
ness of life here and now depends on abiding in 
sound doctrine. 

I’m sorry for the confusion. We should have 
put an editor’s note expanding on what Hodges 
meant. 

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of Grace Evangelical 
Society.
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The Films 
of the 
Kendrick 
Brothers
By Steve Dehner

About fifteen years ago, Sherwood Baptist 
Church in Albany, GA, began making 
movies. Under the creative leadership of 

Alex Kendrick and his brother Stephen, Sher-
wood Pictures so far has produced four feature 
films and one made under the brothers’ own 
subsidiary.

Despite mixed-to-poor reviews in the secular 
press, they have amassed a huge audience among 
Christian movie-goers and have reaped substantial 
profits.

Each successive movie has increased its budget, 
its production values, and its returns.

How do these films measure up when it comes 
to their Biblical messages, including their under-
standing of the gospel?

Flywheel (2003)
Sherwood’s debut film was Flywheel, a low-low-

budget outing with amateur actors, competent 
sound and cinematography, and an uninspired 
score.

What it lacks in polish it makes up for in sub-
stance and spirit.

Like all the Sherwood films, it is a labor of love 
made by a tight-knit church family. Produced 
for about $20,000, it wasn’t released to DVD 
until 2007, after the success of Facing the Giants 
(2006).

Flywheel targets a Christian audience and its 
purpose is revivalistic rather than evangelistic.

It tells the story of Jay Austin, a dishonest, 
church-going used-car dealer who comes to his 
senses and repents, turning over his car lot, along 
with his broken relationships and finances, to the 
Lord. 

It is not especially preachy. It conveys its lessons 
through the experiences of the main character, 
and there are many Biblical lessons along the way. 
Believers will appreciate the way the film pres-
ents the hand of God at work in familiar ways, 
and how Jay is delivered through, not from his 
circumstances. 

In my view, this is a “Free Grace friendly” film. 
It is really a story about lordship sanctification: a 
broken man submitting his life and affairs to the 
will and direction of the Lord.

The scene that shows him putting an empty 
envelope in the collection plate at church is called 
“Empty Faith” on the DVD, but it is never sug-
gested that he was not a believer. He never says 
he wasn’t a believer, just that he had fallen into 
selfishness, greed, and pride.

It emphasizes contrition, humility, seeking and 
giving forgiveness, and making amends. What it 
illustrates best is our need for ever-increasing trust 
in the Lord. 

God is gracious, and the characters, when at 
their best, are as well. He blesses the one who 
commits his life to Him, but that blessing doesn’t 
mean He always removes the consequences of our 
sins from our lives.

For a low-budget film, there is a lot to enjoy, 
with some truly touching scenes, heartfelt perfor-
mances, good humor, and a realistic portrait of 
some of the struggles we commonly face.

Facing the Giants (2006)
I’m a sucker for sports movies, even though I’m 

always pretty sure who’ll win the big game at the 
end. In fact, I typically like a good movie about 
sports more than I like sports.

With their second movie, the Kendrick broth-
ers upped their game. While the cast still is not 
all-pro, the crew is, and it shows in the much-
improved quality. The result was a surprise hit of 
the year. 
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Telling the story of a losing football team at a 
Christian high school, Giants highlights the need 
for faith in a powerful God with Whom noth-
ing is impossible. It looks at real-life problems 
like failure, discouragement, unbelief, and even 
infertility.

But the story bears down on how much effort 
believers must exert to find God coming to their 
aid. The team’s coach tells them repeatedly that 
they must put out their maximum effort, and 
though they should praise God even when they 
fail (or lose a game), the only way they can have 
any self-respect is if they “give God their best,” 
and “leave everything on the field.”

Giants sounds a theme repeated in the Sher-
wood films. As their coach tells them, “A team 
that plays for His honor and glory will have His 
blessings following that team.”

For all the protagonists in the Kendricks movies, 
their lives are filled at first with frustration, disap-
pointment, failure, and estrangement. But when 
they seek to put God at the center of their lives, 
He blesses them by solving all of their problems 
and making their dreams come true. At the same 
time, they have to earn that place of blessing with 
a lot of hard work and sacrifice, and never more 
than in Facing the Giants.

Viewers who have been struck by calamity when 
they were following the Lord and seeking to serve 
Him faithfully may take issue with this notion, as 
I did. 

Also, like me, they may find it does not keep 
them from enjoying this movie.

God is a loving Father who desires to give 
good things to His children. The characters often 
model genuine love and respect in a winsome way. 
The coach tells his team that he loves them. As I 
watched, I was convicted to deepen my faith and 
truly believe that with God nothing is impossible.

Fireproof (2008)
According to the film, a troubled marriage can 

be saved by performing a to-do list known as the 
“Truth Dare.”

The story concerns Caleb, a firefighter (Kirk 
Cameron), and his wife Katherine (Erin Bethea), a 
hospital PR manager.

The movie is sincere, and without question, 
many Christians have found it moving and 
inspiring.

It contends that the key to a successful marriage, 
and the only hope for a failing one, is dedicating 
oneself to showing unconditional love in tangible 
and practical ways to one’s spouse, even if the 
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spouse does not respond. Of course, we are to 
believe that eventually, he or she will. But the ten-
sion in this story is the possibility that such love 
may elicit no response.

On the one hand, there is a sense of realism 
about how hard it can be for a husband and wife 
to restore their love after trust has been broken, 
and they have fallen into daily acrimony. I think 
that is why so many Christians responded to this 
film: seeing some of this play out on the screen 
can hit pretty close to home.

On the other hand, some of the wins in the 
story come a little too easily. Caleb secures his vic-
tory over porn addiction (handled very tactfully) 
by smashing his PC with a baseball bat and going 
for a jog. Later, someone can finally prove his love 
by writing a big check.

The story begins with both a husband and wife 
who do not believe. In fact, Caleb is given the 
to-do list by his father and carries out half of it 
without the benefit of God’s help or having the 
Holy Spirit within.

I enjoyed the scene where his father presents him 
with the gospel. But when he finally presses Caleb 
for a decision, it falls into an all-too-familiar 
confusion.

DAD: Can’t you see that you need Him?
Caleb nods.
DAD: Can’t you see that you need His 
forgiveness?
CALEB: Yes.
DAD: Will you trust Him with your life?
CALEB nods. They hug. 
Cut to the fire station, where Caleb is eager 
to tell his Christian friend Michael what’s 
happened.
MICHAEL: You want to tell me something?
CALEB: It’s about your faith.
MICHAEL: My faith?
CALEB: Yeah.
MICHAEL: What about it?
CALEB: Well. I’m in.
MICHAEL: You’re in?
CALEB: Yeah, I’m in.
MICHAEL: Now, are you saying you want to 
be in?
CALEB: I’m saying, I’m in.
MICHAEL: You’re really in?

CALEB: I’m really in.
MICHAEL: Cuz you can’t be half-in and say 
you’re in. You gotta be all in, brother.
CALEB: I’m saying I’m all in.

There you have it: you can get all the way in by 
trusting God with your life.

Grace in Focus readers will wish for more clar-
ity here.

It would have been better to hear something 
about believing in Jesus.

Maybe Caleb could have received life from 
Jesus, instead of giving his life to the Lord. (Why 
do so many Christians think God wants us to give 
Him our lives?) 

Not surprisingly, most secular critics found Fire-
proof preachy and weird. Even with its muddled 
salvation message and its emphasis on working the 
list (both with and without the Lord), some read-
ers may find in Fireproof an encouraging message 
and a hopeful story. 

If anything was missing, in my view, it is the 
work of the Holy Spirit. He gets no mention, and 
one gets the idea that simply asking God for your 
desired outcome is the key, without openness to 
being personally guided into being more loving. 
Relying instead on the “Truth Dare’s” written 
instructions could displace the necessary work of 
the Spirit. 

Courageous (2011)
Is my sanctification the result of the work of 

God in me by his Spirit, with which I cooperate 
by doing the good that He has given me to do? Or 
is it primarily me, holding myself to higher stan-
dards of conduct and promising myself and those 
around me that I will strive to meet them?

Is spiritual growth becoming more like Christ, 
or becoming the best possible me?

If you watch Fireproof and Courageous back 
to back, as I did, you might discern God as the 
Divine Problem-Solver, Who is pleased with our 
invention of spiritual gimmicks, like the “Truth 
Dare,” or the “Resolution” in Courageous. This 
movie concerns five men who make a commitment 
to be better fathers.

There is much to commend in Courageous. Like 
the previous movies, the script is very good, and 
the acting in the lead roles has stepped up. The 



faithalone.org JULY/AUGUST 2018    37   

action scenes, like those in Fireproof, are taut and 
well executed. 

The story delivers a devastating and effective 
emotional impact that is surprising in its honesty 
and depth. (A heads-up: the plot includes the 
death of a child. The portrayal of the family’s grief 
is authentic and heart-rending, and on my second 
viewing, it elicited even more tears than the first.) 
The Kendricks aren’t afraid to go to the dark 
places with their characters, and they don’t offer 
glib platitudes. On both counts, they deserve a lot 
of credit.

Like me, you might take issue with the empha-
sis Courageous places on making vows. Instead 
of letting their Yes be Yes, and their No be No, 
all five fathers not only enter into an elaborate 
written “Resolution,” they stage a solemn cer-
emony with their families, not unlike a wedding, 
in which the resolutions that they wrote are read 
aloud and taken as vows. They have them printed 
like academic credentials, finely framed and hung 
prominently in their homes. (And yes, you can buy 
one for your home as well: $10.99 at Amazon.)

I know many Christians find this inspiring, but I 
find it weird and legalistic.

The self-made “Law of Resolution” is bound, 
eventually, to point an accusing finger at every 
perceived failure, when as believers we should live 
under the power, guidance, conviction, and resto-
ration of the Holy Spirit.

Finally, just when you thought they were pretty 
good at avoiding preachiness, they decide to end 
this movie with a sermon, delivered by Kendrick 
himself, the lead actor, director, co-writer, and 
co-producer, replete with swelling music and, 
amusingly, some of his own Sherwood Baptist 
congregation fighting to stay awake! 

War Room (2015)
War Room was not produced through Sher-

wood Pictures, but it was made by the same 
creative team, so I have included it.

By now the Kendricks are technically competent 
filmmakers who have settled into reasonably well 
told stories. The weaknesses seem now to be the 
same from film to film, as well as their strengths.

If you have watched them in order, you will 
recognize the patterned plots: one or more main 
characters who are spiritually barren make a 

wreck of their lives, repent, and find the secret to 
a faithful and fruitful walk with the Lord. That 
secret may be submission, a resolution, a dare, or, 
as in War Room, prayer—but it always amounts 
to vows and promises—commitment.

The plot in War Room concerns the near ruin 
and restoration of a marriage between Liz and 
Tony, two backslidden believers (Priscilla Shirer 
and T.C. Stallings). It is all about spiritual war-
fare, and is generally sound in its approach to 
prayer. It teaches that as long as we regard other 
people as our enemy, we will be unwitting pawns 
of our real enemy, Satan. Instead, we need to turn 
from fighting people to fighting him. And prayer is 
the chief weapon God has given us.

Once again, the filmmakers are more concerned 
with feckless believers than with the lost. This 
makes perfect sense given that these movies are 
marketed to Christian audiences. 

Things I liked about War Room: it had the best 
acting of any of the films, with more pros in the 
cast and stronger actors in the leading roles. Still 



38 	 JULY/AUGUST 2018 faithalone.org

no Oscar winners here, but solid work. It has 
greater energy, with lively performances, effective 
use of music, and freer movement of the camera. 
The Kendricks clearly began to diversify their 
casting after the first two, mostly white casts in 
Flywheel and Facing the Giants. Here the lead 
characters are African-American, a righteous 
choice since many “church movies” these days 
are still made and marketed along racial lines. 
Finally, the name of Jesus, much less frequent in 
the previous films, is used often and is exalted in 
War Room.

Things I didn’t like: its muddled lordship gospel. 
The prayer warrior, Miss Clara (Karen Aber-

crombie) explains to Liz that coming to Christ 
means asking for forgiveness, but that God will 
not forgive the person who has not forgiven 
others. In her presentation, both faith and repen-
tance from sin are required to be born again. 
Also, much of Clara’s dialogue consists of ser-
monettes, including the prayer she shouts to God 
in the closing scene. This is likely to be much less 
of an objection for believers.

Given the abusiveness, neglect, and criminality 
of the husband, it seems there should have been 
some acknowledgment that wives and children 
who are not safe should pray for Daddy from an 
undisclosed location. I believe in prayer, but I also 
believe in the safety of women and children. A 
victim of domestic abuse watching this might be 
confused by the suggestion that one ought simply 
to pray, submit, and trust God when verbal abuse, 
crime and the potential for adultery or worse 
abuse is present.

Like many of these films, its weaknesses may 
not prevent you from enjoying the story. In almost 
every Kendrick movie, there are scenes—usu-
ally those in which a character finally breaks 
and turns to Christ, or when he asks others he’s 
wronged for forgiveness—that are very touching 
and may require tissues to be nearby.

Expensive Tracts
All in all, the movies made by the Kendrick 

brothers are a mixed bag. I have mentioned many 
of their virtues. As tracts about repentance, as 
uplifting entertainment for church-goers, as often 
emotional and effective exhortations to mind our 
relationships, they serve well.

As motion picture art and as outreach to pre-
believers, they fail. Despite their obvious sincerity 
and good intentions, the Kendricks have not set 
out to make great movies. They have set out to 
write great sermons and package them as movies 
Christians are willing to sit through. 

It is clear the filmmakers aspire to no higher 
artistic attainment than that of run-of the-mill 
Hollywood productions, because their movies 
mean only to deliver a message. They focus on the 
content of their message to the neglect of its form. 
All their effort has gone to the craft of filmmaking 
and very little to its art.

The Bible study booklet based on Courageous 
perpetuates the confusing gospel message: “Faith 
is a decision of your heart demonstrated by the 
actions of your life…The Bible commands every-
one to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
to be saved” (Honor Begins at Home, p. 145). 

Alert viewers may also question the notions of 
religious vows and checklist spirituality;  that if 
you only submit/commit/pray, God will smooth 
out everything in your life; that God only blesses 
us when we are working as hard as we can; that 
He only forgives if we forgive and is pleased with 
our promises, vows, and commitments.

The concept of “rest” is not in the Kendrick 
vocabulary.

 The Kendricks’ vision is to call Christians to 
repentance and renewed obedience by publish-
ing very expensive tracts in the form of movies. 
In our media-saturated culture, most evangelicals 
will applaud this effort even if it barely reaches 
beyond the church walls or smacks of works-righ-
teousness. Nevertheless, truly excellent films, like 
any other endeavor, only result when that is the 
intent of the creator. Let us hope that in the future 
the Kendricks will aim higher—artistically and 
theologically. 

Steve Dehner is a writer. He lives in Forest Grove, OR.
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Grace 
and 
Groans
By Charlie McCall

We Need Christ

God is Himself the grace needed for the 
Christian life.

Romans 7 depicts the Christian expe-
rience when a person attempts to live from the 
Word of God or from his new orientation (new 
nature) toward Christ but not from the person 
of Christ Himself.

That experience is defeat and despair.
The divinely provided resources of the inspired 

Word, and a new nature that gives hearty agree-
ment with the Word of God, were never intended 
to be replacements for Christ Himself. They were 
intended to orient us to Christ and to teach us of 
Christ, but we must have Christ. That is, we must 
have His indwelling presence. Only He can save 
us from our sin, indeed, from ourselves.

The Benefits of the Indwelling Spirit
The indwelling presence of the Spirit of Christ 

means many things for the believer.
For example, Romans 8 tells us that He lives in 

us to fulfill all that God requires of us, He sets us 
free from the law of sin and death, He gives us life 
and peace; He bears witness of our being children 
of God; He puts to death the deeds of the body; 
and He leads us.

All of these things God lives in us to do.
He is the answer to the sin within us.
He is the One Who delivers us from the defeat 

and despair depicted in Romans 7.

This Fallen World
This is all very true and triumphant. Yet the 

world we live in is still fallen!
Jesus died for all sin and for all its consequences, 

including death. Yet, creation is still suffering, and 
we are still dying.

What Christ has accomplished is clearly not yet 
fully applied.

We wait and groan with creation for the “not 
yet” of what God is yet to do. It is the “not yet” 
which causes us so much heartache, confusion, 
and even despair. We are prone to wonder if 
something is wrong with our faith when so much 
is still so wrong in our circumstances.

While the world remains fallen and our bodies 
remain unredeemed, we groan in every aspect of 
our beings.

Sometimes it is simply too much to bear.
For this, too, we need the indwelling ministry of 

the Holy Spirit. Creation groans. We groan. And 
the Holy Spirit groans.

He doesn’t just empathize with us; He is person-
ally pained by the sin that pains this world and 
pains us.
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“If we hold fast to an unforgiving spirit, we 
will not be forgiven by God. If we continue 
on in that way, then we will not go to 
heaven, because heaven is the dwelling place 
of forgiven people.”

~John Piper, 
As We Forgive Our Debtors: 

What Does Forgiveness Look Like? B
A

D
 Q

U
O
T
E

Sin and death were not God’s will. Sin entered 
the world because of one man (Adam), and 
death came through sin. Death spread to all men 
because all sinned (Rom 5:12). No one hates death 
more than God does. It is His last enemy (1 Cor 
15:26). He despises it. It pains Him to the point of 
groanings that can’t even be expressed.

Frankly, that comforts me.

The Need to Pray
The world is fallen, and Christ lives in us to be 

victorious over sin and death. How are we then to 
pray? Do we pray for healing, or not?

We don’t know.
If God, through Paul, says that believers don’t 

know how to pray (Rom 8:26) in view of the 
apparent conflict between the ministry of the 
Spirit within us and the sin and suffering that is in 
creation, is it honest to say that we do know?

Only the Spirit knows.
He knows the Father.
And He knows how to pray for us.
He lives in us to intercede for us constantly, cor-

rectly, and effectively.
Sometimes, I believe, He will lead us to pray for 

healing. Sometimes He will tell us not to do so, as 
Jesus did with Paul in 2 Cor 12:9. Always He will 
lead us to Christ, remind us that we are His, and 

give us life and peace. Always. He never lags in 
His ministry to us.

Be assured, God lives in you to be and to give 
grace and victory over indwelling sin, and He 
groans in intercession for you concerning the 
tragic effects of sin around you. The power of 
His indwelling life coupled with the fallenness of 
this world means that we are not always going to 
know how to pray. It is not unbelief to admit that.

Avoid the ditch of saying there is no healing.
Avoid the other ditch that says He wants every-

thing healed now.
Both are wrong.
In between is great turmoil of soul.
Turn to the One who is living in you, and rest in 

Him Who knows how to pray for us and Who is 
constantly doing so.

Thank you, O Lord, for Your indwelling pres-
ence which graces us and for Your constant inter-
cession in groanings for us. 

Charlie McCall is the General 
Director of His Hill Bible School and 
Camp in Comfort, TX.
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23rd Annual GES Conference 
May 21-24

What a conference! This was possibly 
our best conference in over a decade. 

The location was new: The Hope 
Center in Plano, TX. Everyone enjoyed it very 
much. The facilities were great.

The attendance was up significantly. On Tues-
day we were right around 200. For most of the 
conference we had around 160-180. We aren’t 
sure why attendance was up. Was Plano easier 
to get to? Did the regional conferences encour-
age people to attend the national? Was it because 
of the extra advertising we did? Was it all of the 
above?

The conferees were very enthusiastic and 
enjoyed the messages and fellowship very much. 

Some of the plenary messages which stood out 
the most (all were excellent) were Bob Bryant 
on Genesis 15:6, “That Critical Split Second in 
Abraham’s Life”; Donnie Preslar who showed that 
“Continuous Faith Is Not Required for Everlasting 

Life”; Ken Yates who explained what “Faith 
Without Works Is Dead” means in the context of 
James 2:14-26; Steve Thurman, “Free Grace Is the 
First Fundamental in Discipleship”; and Shawn 
Lazar, “Who You Are Tells 
You Who to Love.” 

The theme was the differ-
ence between evangelism 
and discipleship. That was 
an excellent topic to learn 
more about Free Grace 
Theology. If people were 
unclear on some key issues 
before attending, I think 
the conference will have 
given them much to consider.

Here are some of the comments from the con-
ferees: “Great speakers & wonderful people.” 
“Excellent.” “This is the best GES Conference 
I’ve attended.” “Positive, encouraging, refreshing, 
informative.” “Great on discipleship.” “The con-
ference was great.” “I can’t thank you enough.” 
“As a first time attendee: Time well spent getting 

We had a great turnout at a great venue!

Bob with Bill Fiess
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to know God’s Word better.” “Awesome.” 
“Great!” “Wonderful, excellent, thought-pro-
voking.” “Tremendously encouraging & inspir-
ing.” “Educational, uplifting, thought-provoking, 
affirming, occasionally frustrating.” “Good 
teaching and fellowship.” “The most relevant to 
my life.” “Refreshing.” “A wonderful experience, 
unparalleled, joy and delight to meet like-minded 
brothers and sisters.”

The audio and video from the conference should 
be available in about a month. Our thanks to 
Don Reiher for all his hard work in filming, once 
again.

Next year we will meet at the Hope Center 
again. Dates: May 20-23. We are currently voting 
on the theme: either Ephesians verse-by-verse, or 
Systematic Theology.

Response to Grudem
Bob released his book, 

Grudem Against Grace: 
A Defense of Free Grace 
Theology.

Several other books from 
Free Grace authors have 
come out in response to 
Wayne Grudem’s criticisms. 
But none have been as direct 
a response as this one, 
and none give all the same 
answers that Bob gives to 
Grudem.

Bob responds to Grudem chapter by chapter and 
section by section.

Now on sale in the bookstore and on amazon.
com!

Upcoming Regional Conferences
Upcoming regionals include Orlando, Denver, 

Northwest, and possibly the upstate New York 
area. See the Events page of the website for more 
details.

New Books
This summer, Shawn has ambitious plans on 

finishing several new books.
First, Ken Yates’s commentary on Hebrews. 

This will be a substantial commentary, probably 
in the 200-300 page range.

Second, Zane Hodges’s notes on Revelation.
Those will probably get done.
Then Shawn is working to finish a book on 

Hell, defending a somewhat different version of 
eternal conscious torment.

Meanwhile, Bob is working on his autobiogra-
phy, planning a book on repentance, and doing a 
sequel to The Ten Most Misunderstood Words.

Other projects include publishing Zane’s notes 
on 1-2 Timothy, 2 Corinthians, and Hebrews.

You should have plenty of new books to pur-
chase at Christmas. 

3rd Quarter Financial Report

Budget thru March 31	 $321,753
Expenses thru Mar 31	 $341,388
Revenue thru Mar 31	 $371,020 

BOB WILKIN TONY EVANS
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The Mailbag
By You

Always great information. I hope God 
continues to bless your ministry.” ~C.C., 
DeKalb, MS.

“Thanks so much for your magazine. My wife 
and I for the last ten years have been in gospel 
tract distribution, mostly at the largest flea market 
in Georgia (Pendergrass, GA). We give out thou-
sands of tracts weekly. We find it very hard to find 
good grace-alone tracts at an affordable price, 
just plain simple inexpensive tracts. Do you know 
anyone who prints these? ~J.M., Jefferson, GA.

“Dear Dr. Wilkin, I just wanted to write and 
thank you for your teaching. You have helped me 
a lot. My Sunday school teacher, Don Reiher, uses 
your material in class. I believe that Jesus is the 
only way to salvation and I want to spend eternity 
with Him. Once again, thank you and GES for 
the work that you do.” ~T.D., Prospect Park, PA.

“Thank you for all you do. We are so thankful 
for your ministry.” ~D.S., Marion, KS.

“I just received your May/June magazine. Won-
derful articles as usual. I also received the books 
you sent. All are outstanding. I’m on the second 
reading through them now.” ~D.W., Century, FL.

“Thank you for your continual service in pro-
viding me with your magazine. I’ve enclosed a 
small donation in appreciation of your ministry.” 
~L.C., Mount Laurel, NJ. 

Send your letters to GES, PO Box 1308, Denton, TX 
76202

Send t he Word
We are privileged to send Grace in Focus free to over 10,500 households, thanks 
to your tax-deductible gifts. 

Would you prayerfully consider supporting us, so we can reach even more people 
with the promise of everlasting life?

www.faithalone.org
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Who 
You Are 
Tells You 
Whom to 
Love
(Ephesians 5:22–6:9)

By Shawn Lazar

what is important in living the Christian Life?

What does it mean to follow Jesus—to 
live the kind of life He wants you to 
live?

At the very beginning of my Christian life, I was 
reading very mystical authors like Watchman Nee 
and Andrew Murray. What they described was so 
above and beyond me, quite frankly, it made me 
depressed!

Later on, I began to think the central issues in 
Christian discipleship were highly intellectual and 
oriented around the so-called “hard problems” 
that philosophers and apologists try to answer. I 
started a PhD in Christian Ethics to pursue that 
version of the Christian life.

But my approach to Christian living has radi-
cally changed since getting married and having 
three kids. My priorities have changed.

Now I just want my son Zane to flush the toilet!
I want to know how to teach my kids to pray.

I want to know how to “date” my wife while 
we’re both exhausted (“Darling, the candlelight 
really brings out the bags under your eyes.”)

I want to know how to change diapers by faith 
apart from works. (“Be thou removed into the 
diaper pail…”)

Instead of being highly intellectual or overly 
mystical, my concerns for living the Christian life 
have become very down-to-earth and practical. I 
want to know how best to love the people around 
me.	  

Is that where you are at in the Christian life? 
Are you wondering how to love the people around 
you?

If so, I believe that Eph 5:22–6:9 teaches three 
essentials in loving your neighbor.

There Are Different Roles in Society
First, notice that Paul describes different roles in 

society—roles that you may have.
He mentions wives (5:22), husbands (5:25), 

children (6:1), parents (6:1), servants (6:5), and 
masters (6:9).

Paul’s list isn’t exhaustive; it’s illustrative. Those 
are some roles in society. But there are many 
more. And please note, you can have more than 
one role to play. 

For example, I am a father to three children; a 
husband; an employee at a ministry; the manager 
of some employees; a customer to several suppli-
ers; the pastor of a church; an American citizen; 
an HOA member; a brother; a grandson, and 
many other things besides.

All these roles are part of my identity. They 
define who I am.

Over time those roles have changed. I became a 
father and a husband. I hope to become a grand-
father, one day, and who knows what else I may 
become as I grow older?

The same is true for you. You have different 
roles. Some are constant. Some have changed. But 
they all help to define who you are. And, in turn, 
understanding your roles helps you understand 
how you should live as a follower of Jesus Christ.

How so?
That brings me to the second observation about 

this passage.
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Each Role Has a Corresponding Neighbor
Second, for every role Paul mentions there is a 

corresponding neighbor.
For example, if you are a wife, who is your 

neighbor? Your husband.
If you are a husband, who is your neighbor? 

Your wife.
If you are a parent, who is your neighbor? Your 

child.
If you are a child, who is your neighbor? Your 

parents.
If you are a servant, who is your neighbor? Your 

master.
If you are a master, who is your neighbor? Your 

servant.
The same is true for all the other roles that 

you have in life. Every role has a corresponding 
neighbor.

Who you are, tells you whom to love.
Paul only gives us a few illustrative examples of 

the roles you might have in life. Let’s go beyond 
those and think of some others.

For example, let’s say you enjoy spending too 
much money on coffee and often go to your local 
Starbucks. Who is your neighbor? The barista.

And if you are a barista, who is your neighbor? 
Your customers.

If you are a mechanic, who is your neighbor? 
No, not the car, but the car owner.

If you are a student, who is your neighbor? Your 
teacher.

If you are a teacher, who is your neighbor? Your 
students.

Again, who you are, tells you whom to love.
I don’t know why, but I used to think of my 

neighbor as someone who lived in Africa, or Asia, 
or someplace very far away. Now I know that my 
wife and kids are my closest neighbors. Then there 
are my co-workers and all the other people that 
I meet while functioning in my different roles in 
life.

If your roles in life help you to know who your 
neighbors are, how do you know how to love 
them?
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different neighbors are shown 
love in different ways

Third, I notice that Paul describes different ways 
of loving different neighbors. How you love some-
one depends on who you are to him or her.

So, for example, how is a wife supposed to love 
her husband? Paul gives us two elements—sub-
mission (5:22), and respect (5:33). That’s not an 
exhaustive list, either. Paul is giving broad prin-
ciples here. Submission and respect are two ways 
that a wife can love her husband.

Abby and I have been married for thirteen 
years. When we got married, we were clear that I 
was the head of the family. I would make the big 
decision, and she would make the small deci-
sions. That has worked out very well for us. It’s 
been thirteen years, and I’m still waiting for a big 
decision!

And how does Paul think a husband should love 
his wife? As husbands, our model should be to 
love our wives as Christ loved the Church (5:25). 
He gave Himself for her. To use a different model, 
Paul says that husbands should love their wives 
as they love their own bodies (5:28). He should 
nourish and cherish her just as he nourishes and 
cherishes his own body. (My doctor says I’m an 
over-achiever in nourishing my own body.)

Do you see that while the underlying motiva-
tion is the same—i.e., love—the way that love is 
expressed is very different depending on the neigh-
bor? With husbands, the emphasis is on authority. 
With wives, it’s on caring. Those are just some 
principles.

Love is not generic. There is no one-size-fits-all 
way of loving someone.

Love is specific.
It’s practical.
It deals with real people, as they are, and who 

they are, regarding what they really need.
Who you are tells you whom to love. And who 

you are tells you how to love.
Now, how does a child love his parents? Look at 

6:1—by honoring and obeying them. As a father, 
I can give my hearty “Amen!” to that. We have 
the Ten Commandments by our kitchen table. I 
tell my kids all the time that what God expects of 
them, and what I expect, is obedience and honor. 
At this point in their life, that really is the most 
important thing.

And how does a father love his children? What 
does Paul say? He loves them by not provoking 
them to wrath (6:4a).

I can relate to this.
Children are called to obey, but parents are 

called to be reasonable in what we ask of them. 
Don’t put a heavy load on their shoulders to 
irritate them. Sometimes I wonder how often I do 
this. I try to push my kids to accomplish more. 
Sometimes I forget how young they are. I might 
ask them to do something they really aren’t ready 
to do, and then I get unjustly irritated, and it leads 
to conflict. That is provoking my kids to wrath.

Fathers are also called to love their children by 
training them in the things of the Lord (6:4b). 
You love your children by raising them well in a 
godly environment, with a Biblical mind so they 
can grow to be mature believers. That is what love 
looks like in the parent/child relationship.

Paul goes on to treat the subject of servants 
and masters (6:5-9). How does a servant love his 
master? By obeying him willingly. In the ancient 
world, “servanthood” was probably not your first 
career choice. It was something thrust upon you, 
against your will. Paul is saying if you want to 
love your master, be willing.

And how does a master love his servant? In a 
world where slaves could be treated as property, 
don’t threaten them. A master should not threaten 
them or treat them with partiality.

Those are specific examples. What is the lesson 
Paul is driving at here?

You do not love your neighbors in the same way. 
Each neighbor is different. Each neighbor requires 
a different kind of love. The love you show to your 
child is extremely different from the love you show 
to your boss. The love you show to your wife is 
very different from the love you show to your 
mechanic (although I’m sure your mechanic wants 
to feel cherished every once in a while, too!).

All love is a type of service to your neighbor. But 
not every kind of service is the same. The parent 
might have authority over the child, and the child 
might be called to obey, but the reverse is not true. 
But because this is a relationship of love, they are 
actually serving each other. The father is serving 
the child by raising him, just as much as the child 
is serving the father by obeying him.
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Wife and husband, even though their roles are 
different, even though the manner in which they 
love is different, are still mutually serving one 
another.	

use your imagination to apply these principles
Unlike the people of the OT, we don’t have 

hundreds of specific laws, and case laws, to apply 
to our lives.

What we have are principles.
You need to use Christian sense, judgment, and 

imagination to apply those principles to your life 
even if it is not directly addressed by Scripture.

So, for example, if you are ordering at a restau-
rant, who is your neighbor? 

The waitress.
And how do you love your waitress neighbor?
By giving a healthy tip. Did you ever think that 

loving your neighbor means giving a good tip?
Here’s another example. Growing up in Canada, 

we lived on a street of townhomes. There was 
one two-car driveway between each home. After 
a good snow, and after people came out to shovel 
their driveways, you could tell which families on 
the street got along and which ones didn’t! Shov-
eling your neighbor’s driveway can be an act of 
love. So can paying your neighbor’s kid to do it.

grace frees you to simply love your neighbor
Knowing that salvation is a free gift, given 

by grace through faith apart from works (Eph 
2:8-9), should free you up to love your neighbor 
without the baggage of thinking you are earning 
your salvation. Free Grace should motivate you 
to love and help your neighbors for their own 
sake, in ways that really make a difference in their 
lives. While you should be a great receiver when 
it comes to eternal life, you should be a great 
achiever when it comes to loving your neighbor. 
And if you’re ever in a quandary about how to 
proceed, just remember, who you are tells you 

whom to love. 
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