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in North Texas. It is still very hot in mid-

August as we send the magazine off to the
printer. But it is ten degrees or more cooler than
it has been. Temps in the high eighties and low
nineties are a positive change.

There are many positive things happening in the
Free Grace Movement, and with GES in particular.
Grace has been on the go all summer long, as high-
lighted in this issue.

We had a regional conference in Denver that
went very well. You can read about it and see
pictures.

Dr. Ken Yates went to Zambia and taught twenty-
two pastors. Text and pictures inside. We are look-
ing for more overseas teaching opportunities, and
the possibility of sending teams.

We tell you about our September regional in
Lynchburg, VA and our May 2018 national confer-
ence in Plano, TX. We also have conferences in the
planning stages for San Antonio, Southern Cali-
fornia, Washington State, South Carolina, Florida,
and elsewhere.

In this issue you will find some outstanding
articles.

Shawn Lazar writes about election in John’s
Gospel.

There is an article from Zane Hodges about
God’s sovereignty in missions (Acts 18:1-28).

Bud Brown shares how God has worked in his
life during three major stages.

Marcia Hornok shows that Hagar doesn’t deserve
the bad reputation she has received.

E ; ummer is beginning to lose its sting here

faithalone.org

Grace on the Go

Bob Wilkin, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

There is an article by Ken Yates about the Bema
(Matt 24:45-51) and one by me on walking in the
Spirit.

There is also a preview of my upcoming book on
Calvinism, a chapter entitled, “The Bread of Life:
Why Faith Precedes Regeneration (John 6:35).”

There are four questions and answers we think
everyone will benefit from reading.

And that’s just for starters.

—Peace like a river, @ M%

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017 3



faithalone.org

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017

4



Why Faith Precedes
eneration (John 6:35)

faithalone.org
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A chapter from
Crushing Calvinism:
Twelve Key Verses

4

4

By Bob Wilkin

ne of the main aspects of the Calvinist
O understanding of total depravity—the T

in TULIP—is that regeneration precedes
faith. Unfortunately, most Evangelicals do not
know what that means and so they are likely to
accept the first point of Calvinism, thinking that
total depravity means that we are all sinners and
that we are not able to save ourselves (Rom 3:23).
But total depravity means much more than that.

While most Evangelicals say that one must believe
in Jesus in order to be born again, Calvinists say that
one must be born again in order to believe.

While most Calvinists say that regeneration and
faith occur almost simultaneously, they all say that
regeneration must precede faith since they do not
believe that spiritually dead people can believe.

It should be noted that there are some Calvinists
who freely say that regeneration might precede faith
by quite a long period of time. One Calvinist writer
tells of a man whom he believes came to faith 65
years after he was born again! The man supposedly
was a born-again unbeliever for over six decades.

The Bread of Life lllustration

John 6:35 is a showstopper for the first point of
Calvinism.

After Jesus fed over 5,000 men (plus women and
children), many came to Him and asked Him to give
them an ongoing supply of bread: “Lord, give us this
bread always” (John 6:34). Sadly, they were thinking

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017 5



in purely physical terms.The feeding of the 5,000 was
not a lesson about social security, but eternal security.

They had previously referred to the fact that “our
fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He
gave them bread from heaven to eat™ (John 6:31). They
wanted that miracle repeated daily.

Jesus’ first words after their request were, “I am
the bread of life.” Clearly the Lord is continuing
the illustration of bread, and even bread that comes
from heaven, since He Himself had come down from
heaven.

But when Jesus refers to life, in the expression “I am
the bread of life,” He is not referring to physical life,
but to spiritual life, to everlasting life. This is clear by
what He said next.

The One Who Comes to
Jesus Will Never Hunger

He then said, “He who comes to Me shall never
hunger.” Remember, they were asking about a contin-
uous supply of bread from heaven. The Lord promises
something better. He had promised the woman at the
well that one drink would forever quench her thirst
(John 4:14). Now He says that one act of partaking
of the bread of life, that is, coming to Him, means
that a person would never hunger again. As with the
living water, the bread of life once received results in
everlasting life that can never be lost. The words shall
never hunger are figurative. They mean that the one
who believes in Jesus is secure forever. The life that the
Bread of Life gives is that kind of life, i.e., everlasting
life.

Calvinists agree that coming to Jesus in John 6:35
refers to believing in Him and that shall never hunger
refers to eternal security.

Coming to Jesus—that is, believing in Him—pre-
cedes never hungering. One must partake of the bread
of life before he gets the life. The Calvinist idea that
regeneration precedes faith, or that one gets the life
and then eats of the bread of life, is contradicted by
this text.

The One Who Believes in
Him Will Never Thirst

The Lord now picks up a metaphor He used earlier
with the woman at the well (John 4:10-14), except
this time the Lord strips away the first part of the
metaphor.
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Instead of saying, “He who drinks the living water
will never thirst,” the Lord says, “He who believes
in Me shall never thirst.” He interprets for us what
it means to drink the living water. It is believing in
Him. And we know from John 4:14-15 that the Lord
is not speaking of continuous lifelong drinking. The
moment a person drinks the living water—that is,
the moment he believes in Jesus—he will never thirst
again. The words shall never thirst clearly mean shall
never die spiritually, shall never perish. The one who
believes in Jesus has everlasting life that can never be
lost.

Once again, regeneration does not precede faith.
You are given everlasting life the moment you believe
in Jesus, and not before.

Eternal Security Is for
AllWho Believe

People like to go to the Apostle Paul to prove eternal
security. Although Paul certainly does teach that
doctrine (e.g., Rom 4:4-5; 8:31-39; Eph 2:8-9), the Lord
taught it first. John 6:35 is arguably the simplest and
most powerful eternal security verse in the Bible. It
is elegant in its simplicity and power. The one who
believes in Him shall never hunger and shall never
thirst. Never. Once we partake of the bread of life, we
will never need to partake again to be eternally secure.
Once we drink of the living water, we will never
need to drink again in order to have a secure eternal
destiny.

Of course, this too is a contradiction of Calvinism.
According to Calvinism, God only preserves (guar-
antees the eternal destiny of) those who persevere in
faith and good works. That is the fifth point of Calvin-
ism, preservation for the saints who persevere. But the
Lord of glory promises something much different, to
preserve all who simply believe in Him, with no perse-
verance required.

Faith Precedes Regeneration

I don’t know who came up with the idea that
regeneration precedes faith, but I know that Calvinists
embrace that idea and proclaim it boldly.

Why Calvinism hasn’t fixed this obvious error I
don’t know. I suppose it is because Calvinism is a
philosophical construct that hangs together. If Calvin-
ists were to give in on this point, I suppose the whole
system would collapse. So they hang on to a position
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that stands in direct opposition to the clear teaching
of Scripture.

Don’t get me wrong. Their view that regeneration
precedes faith is logical in the sense that God could
have set it up that way (if faith were not a condition of
regeneration). But that is not what the Bible teaches.

If what the Bible teaches contradicts my position,
then I should submit to the Scriptures. After all, it is
also logical for faith to precede regeneration. The only
way that idea it would be illogical is if the Calvinist
understanding of total depravity were correct. But it is
not.

After I graduated from seminary I called myself
a Calvinist for nearly two decades. For me the key
point of Calvinism was the preservation of the saints.
I thought my belief in eternal security made me a
Calvinist. But I came to see that I do not believe in any
of the five points as taught by Calvinism. Sure, I could
manipulate the meaning of all five points and say I
believed them, but that would not really make me a
Calvinist.

For the last fifteen years or so I simply say am a
Biblicist. I believe the Bible. I am not a Calvinist or an
Arminian. The Bible is enough for me.
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Faith in Christ is the condition of everlasting life.
That means that one must believe in Jesus in order to
be born again. And it means that faith precedes regen-
eration. And that means that the T in TULIP is not
correct, at least not as it is explained by Calvinism.

So when you evangelize, call people to believe in
Jesus for everlasting life. Tell them that whoever comes
to Jesus will never hunger and whoever believes in
Him will never thirst. The Lord Jesus guarantees the
eternal destiny of all who believe in Him. Because of
the cross of Christ, our sins and our works are not
the issue. The only issue is whether we believe in Him
for what He promises or not. If we do, then we have
everlasting life that can never be lost.

John 6:35 crushes Calvinism. ¥

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of
Grace Evangelical Society. He lives in
Highland Village, TX with his wife of 40
years, Sharon. This is an excerpt from
his new book, Crushing Calvinism:
Twelve Key Verses, available soon.
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A Sad
Day of
Reckoning

(Matthew 24:45-51)

By Ken Yates

t the end of Matthew 24, Jesus gives a par-
Aable about a servant. The point of the par-

able is that a servant can either be a good and
faithful servant or an evil and unfaithful one. The
good servant does what his master tells him by serv-
ing his fellow servants. The evil servant is the one
who does not serve his fellow servants but instead
serves himself.

Of course, the Lord is giving this parable to Chris-
tians. A believer can either be a faithful servant of the
Lord, or an unfaithful one. Regardless, a day of reck-
oning is coming. We call that day the Judgment Seat
of Christ. The faithful servant will be rewarded. The
unfaithful one will be rebuked. The Lord describes
this rebuke this way:

“the master of that servant will come....and will
cut him in two and appoint him his portion
with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and

gnashing of teeth”

A WEEPING HYPOCRITE

Instead of being rewarded for faithfulness, the
unfaithful servant is designated as a hypocrite. Of
course he is a hypocrite. He claimed to be a servant
of his lord. Instead, he was anything but. He served
himself when he was supposed to serve others.

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, many Christians
will be exposed as hypocrites. They had the title of
being a servant of the Lord, but instead they have
served themselves. They will be in the Kingdom of
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God, but their reward in that Kingdom will be what a
hypocrite deserves. Certainly such hypocrites will not
hold positions of exalted honor in eternity.

No doubt, on that day, the Lord’s verdict on the
hypocrite will be like words that “cut him in two.” The
words will cut like a knife because they will indicate a
life wasted, and therefore, a loss of eternal rewards. In
human terms, such an experience would be described
accurately as a time of “weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

AREAL LIFE ILLUSTRATION

In the military there are two kinds of soldiers. Some
are officers, and some are enlisted. On the enlisted
side, the highest position a soldier can obtain is a
Command Sergeant Major (CSM). A CSM is the
commander’s right hand man. His primary job is to
take care of the enlisted soldiers in the unit. He looks
out for their well-being. He is a very highly respected
person in the Army.

A good friend of mine was the commander of a
large unit. He had a CSM that was known as one of
the best. He had obtained his rank after many years
in the military. He had distinguished himself in many
different environments.

If one looked at his official military records, that
person would see an unusual and accomplished sol-
dier. Unlike most soldiers in the Army, this CSM had
served in the Marines. In that capacity, he had been
involved in dangerous situations in Beirut, Lebanon.

faithalone.org
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As aresult, he had medals from the Navy. His records
also recorded his heroic exploits in Grenada. On that
island he had become one of only a few soldiers that
had participated in a parachute jump in combat. In

a career that spanned decades he was authorized to
wear a chest full of awards and medals.

Not surprisingly, he quickly rose through the ranks.
Whenever it came time for another promotion, he was
promoted ahead of his peers. At each step, his promo-
tion meant that one of his contemporaries would not
receive a promotion. But nobody begrudged him for
his success. Based upon his exploits and experience he
deserved everything he received.

And, like a good CSM, he constantly gave speeches
and told the enlisted soldiers coming up through the
ranks, that they must take care of their soldiers. He
could give himself as an example of such care, using
illustrations from many of his different experiences.

There was only one problem. All of it was a lie.

He had never been to Beirut. He had never been to
Grenada. He had lied and forged his military records.
Many of the medals he wore on his uniform were
bogus. Unfortunately for him, however, as he neared
retirement, his deception was discovered.

All this meant that he was not what he appeared. He
presented himself as a man that used his position and
experiences to help those soldiers under him. In real-
ity, he had cost the promotion of others by his lies. His
speeches were full of falsehoods. What he claimed to
be was a lie. He was a hypocrite.

APPEARING BEFORE THE JUDGE

When his deception was found out, the CSM had to
go to a military trial before a military judge. Before all
this happened, his future was bright. He would receive
the retirement pay of a CSM for the rest of his life. His
experience as a CSM would have earned him a lucra-
tive job in the civilian world. He would have retained
the respect of the military community for his service
to his fellow soldiers.

At the trial he paid a heavy price. He lost three of
his promotions, which meant his retirement pay was
significantly reduced. He went through the public
shame of telling the court that he was a fraud. He was
sentenced to six months in military prison before he
could retire. He lost whatever high paying civilian job
he would have obtained upon retirement.

I saw a picture of him being led out of the court-
room after receiving his punishment. It was a sad
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picture. His head was bowed in shame and he was
crying. At a time in his life when he should have been
going through the honor of a retirement ceremony as
one of the highest enlisted soldiers in the Army, he
was being led away by two military policemen to serve
his six months in prison.

A FEARFUL EXPECTATION

When I remember this man, I can’t help but think of
how horrible it must have been for him to live all those
years with the fearful expectation that he would be
found out. He knew that the possibility of this discov-
ery was a reality and he would suffer serious loss in so
many ways.

The same is true for Christians. The only difference
is that we know a day of reckoning is coming. We will
stand before the Judge. Jesus said it in his parables,
including the parable of the faithful or unfaithful
servant. As Christians, we carry the title of a servant.
That is what we are supposed to be. We are to serve
others.

But do we? The Lord said on the day of reckoning
some believers will be shown to be hypocrites. They
did not do what their title said they should be doing.

The story of the CSM is a sad one. What loss and
shame he experienced for not doing what he claimed.
Think of the shame the unfaithful believer will have
when he stands before the Lord. Think of the loss of
eternal rewards such a believer will experience. It will
certainly pale in comparison to what the CSM lost.

The wonderful news is that no believer has to live as
a hypocrite. With the power that the Holy Spirit pro-
vides, we can be faithful servants of the Lord. Our day
of reckoning can be one which results in the approval
of the Lord. It should be the prayer of every Christian
the he or she would be the wise and faithful servant of
the Lord’s parable in Matthew 24. F#t

Ken Yates is Editor of the Journal
for the Grace Evangelical Society and
GES’s East Coast speaker. He lives in
Columbia, SC and pastors Little River
Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, SC.
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A chapter from
Chosen to Serve:
Why Election Is for Service,
Not for Eternal Life

D)

BY SHAWN LAZAR

o you remember when it was time to give
D oral presentations in class?
It was always nerve-wracking for me.

When the teacher picked up her list of names and
started randomly choosing who would go next, I
would begin doing my best to avoid being noticed,
but never knew how best to be inconspicuous. Should
I stare at the ceiling or look at the ground? Should I
look busy going through my notes or look her in the
eyes very calmly?

Any which way, it was nerve-wracking.

I wonder how the disciples felt to have been chosen
by Jesus.

Were they nervous?

Were they excited?

Was it amazing, humbling, or awesome to have the
Son of God come to you, look you in the eyes, point
His finger, and say, “Follow Me™?

John’s Gospel records four examples of Jesus’ speak-

ing about choosing people (John 6:70; 13:18; 15:16, 19).

Not a single one refers to being individually elected
for eternal life or death. Each is an example of Jesus’
choosing someone, usually an apostle, for service.
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In John 6, Jesus declared that He had chosen the
twelve apostles:

Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the
twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (John 6:70).

This was clearly not an individual election to eternal
life, because one of the Twelve—Judas—was a devil,
and that’s hardly the kind of language used to describe
the regenerate (cf. John 13:10-11, 18). And yet Jesus is
affirming that Judas was just as chosen as the others.

Moreover, the Lord chose Judas, knowing that he
would betray Him. In his own way, Judas was chosen
to serve, too. In this case, to fulfill Scripture. He would
betray the Lord just as Ahithophel had once betrayed
David and later hanged himself (cf. 2 Sam 16:20-17:3,
23; Ps 41:9).

In John 15, the point is repeated that the apostles
were chosen by Jesus for a mission.

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit,
and that your fruit should remain, that whatever
you ask the Father in My name He may give you”
(John 15:16, emphasis added).
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Notice that Jesus compares and contrasts His choice
of the apostles with their choice of Him. That’s signifi-
cant because it suggests those choices happened on the
same plane, that they’re the same kind of election. As
Lenski explains,

The negation, “you did not choose me,” is proof
that the affirmation, “I did choose you,” cannot
refer to predestination but must refer to the
choice of the disciples as the friends whom
Jesus selected for himself (middle voice) for the
apostleship.'

The apostles, Judas included, obviously did not
choose Jesus for eternal life because the Lord doesn’t
need it—He is life, the very source of eternal life (John
1:4; 11:25; 14:6). Rather, the apostles accepted the invi-
tation to follow Jesus on His Messianic mission.

So what did Jesus choose the apostles for? Not for
eternal life, but to complete a mission in His service.
As Jesus says, they were chosen to “bear fruit” for
Him in preaching the gospel of the

They were apostles chosen to serve, to bear spiritual
fruit,® and to share the gospel promise as ambassadors
for Christ (cf. 2 Cor 5:20). And Jesus warned them that
the world would hate them for it. They would repre-
sent Christ, and would be rejected for it, because so
much of the world hates the light, and loves darkness.
So the apostles had to be prepared to suffer for His
service.

In addition to the verses above, John 6 contains
some sayings of Jesus that have been interpreted to
teach individual election to eternal life.

If you'll recall, a large crowd had followed Jesus, and
He miraculously fed them with a little boy’s humble
lunch. After that sign, they continued to follow Him,
though, perhaps, not for the right reason:

Jesus answered them and said, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, you seek Me, not because

you saw signs, but because you ate

kingdom. “So what did ICSUS of the loaves and were filled (John
6:26).
choose the aPOStleS Given the thousands of people who
“If you were of the world, the world fOI'? Not fOI' were seeking Him, Jesus said:

would love its own. Yet because
you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore

the world hates you” (John 15:19,
emphasis added).

eternal life, but to
complete a mission
in His service.”

“No one can come to Me unless the
Father who sent Me draws him; and
I will raise him up on the last day”
(John 6:44).

The problem with taking this verse

When were the apostles chosen
“out of the world”? It wasn’t during
a moment before time and space in the predestining
mind of God. Rather, it was a this-worldy election,
in time, not in eternity past. As Lenski argues, “The
context forbids that we think of an act taking place in
eternity; this choice occurred when the disciples were
drawn to Jesus.” When they were drawn to the Lord,
they left their mundane vocations behind in order to
pursue an evangelical mission.* As Moulton and Milli-
gan comment, this choice had

“nothing to do with eternal predestination, but
only with choosing them out of the world after
they were in it. He had ‘appointed’ them, and put
them into the position which they were to occupy
on their post of duty...This can be nothing else
but their going out into the world to take His
place, to produce fruit to the glory of the Father,
and to return with that fruit to their Father’s
house” (emphasis added).
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as teaching that God only elects some

individuals to eternal life, is that
John’s Gospel makes very clear that God is drawing all
men to Jesus.

Jesus is the “Light of men” who “enlightens every
man” so that “all through him might believe” because
God loves “the world” (John 1:4, 7, 9; 3:16). Jesus is
very clear that all men are being drawn:

“And I, if T am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men to Myself” (John 12:32, emphasis added).

So while it is true that “no one can come” to Jesus
without the Father’s drawing, it is also true that “all
men” are drawn. No exceptions. In other words, Jesus
is teaching that God is the One Who always takes the
initiative in salvation. You might have thought that
God was silently waiting for you to find Him of your
own accord, but the truth is God was drawing you
long before it ever occurred to you to start looking.

faithalone.org



LIGHTSTOCK

“While it is true that ‘no one
e’ to Jesus without the
Father’s drawing, it is also true

9 Wat ‘all men’ are drawn.”

However, that drawing is resistible. Just because
everyone is drawn does not guarantee that everyone
will actually believe in Jesus for everlasting life. Jesus
tells us in no uncertain terms that some people do
not believe, not because God has not drawn them, but
because they were unwilling to come.

“and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you
may have life” (John 5:40).

As George Bryson argues,

Here our Lord specifically tells us why these men
did not have the Father’s Word abiding in them.
It was not because they were not elect or that
they were not irresistibly or effectually called. It
was not because they had not been subjected to
irresistible grace. It was because they inexcusably
did not believe in God’s Son. Here our Lord tells
us why they could not have eternal life. It was not
for any of the reasons Calvinism suggests. Rather
it was because they were not willing to come to
God’s Son in faith.”

In sum, John 6:44 does not teach individual election
to eternal life. Rather, Jesus is teaching that before you
came to faith in Jesus, God was already drawing you
and all men to His Son. But that drawing is resistible.
Those who do not finally come to faith in Jesus have
no one to blame but themselves.
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ALL THAT THE FATHER GIVES

If Christ’s drawing is resistible, why, then, does Jesus
also say in John 6, “All that the Father gives Me will
come to Me”? In that case, the giving seems irresist-
ible and unconditional. And it is. But this is not about
individual election to eternal life. To see why, consider
the whole passage.

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me,
and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not
cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not
to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me. This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of
all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise
it up on the last day. For this is the will of My
Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and
believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself
will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:37-40,
emphasis added).

Notice that I emphasized the pronouns. In his arti-
cle, “Is John 6:37-40 ‘Frankly Predestinarian?””® Randy
White points out there is a grammatical difference
between the neuter pronoun that (ho) and the mas-
culine pronoun who. John correctly and consistently
uses that to refer to things, and who and whom to refer
to people. Hence, White believes the switch in gender,
from neuter to masculine, is deliberate, and essential
to properly understanding the passage.
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So what do the respective pronouns refer to? White
argues that refers to the nation of Israel, whereas who
refers to individual believers.

Remember the individual/corporate pattern in elec-
tion we explored in chapter 3¢ [See Chosen to Serve,
forthcoming.] We saw that God can unconditionally
elect a corporate body, but an individual’s partici-
pation in that body can be conditional. That same
dynamic is at play in this passage. As White says,

Jesus is teaching something both about the
national inheritance He has in Israel and
something about the individual in the crowd who

would not reject Him but come in faith then and
there.’

White points out that, according to the Bible, the
inheritance that God gives to Messiah is the nation
of Israel (Deut 7:6, 14:2, 26:19; Exod 19:5-6; Ps 50:5;
Jer2:3; Amos 3:2; Mal 3:17). The neuter that refers to
Israel as a corporate body, which Jesus will uncondi-
tionally receive as His inheritance.

However, individual participation in Israel depends
upon a person’s faith. The masculine who refers to
those believers.

When Jesus said, “All that the Father gives Me will
come to Me,” He was speaking about Israel and saying
that He will receive Israel as His unconditional inheri-
tance as Messiah.

When Jesus went on to say, “and the one who comes
to Me I will certainly not cast out,” He was speaking
about individuals coming to believe in Him. If they
did, they would be born again, and eternally secure,
from the moment of faith. As White summarizes:

even though the nation (God’s inheritance) was
rejecting Jesus, that nation would not be lost.
Rather, Christ would “raise it up on the last day”
As Paul says, in the end “all Israel will be saved”
(Rom 11:26). But what of the individual in
Christ’s day who believes? Is this individual going
down with the nation? Jesus gives great assurance
to that individual also that the one who sees Jesus
and believes, “I will not cast out”'°

When Jesus spoke of choosing people in the Gospel
of John, it was in reference to an evangelistic mission,
and a vocation to serve.

Even Judas was chosen to serve, if only in the sense
that his betrayal was used by God to bring Jesus to the
Cross.
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John’s Gospel never speaks of individuals being
chosen from all eternity for eternal life or death. As
Forster and Marston summarized,

All too often “election” has been viewed as an
irresistible ticket to blessing, rather than as

the bestowal of an office. Thus, for example,

the words “You have not chosen me but I have
chosen you” have been made into the assertion
about God selecting who should be saved.

This is unjustifiable, for the whole passage is
addressed specifically to the apostles. The choice
Jesus mentions is linked specifically to their
“appointment;” i.e., to apostolic office." I

Shawn Lazar is Director of
Publications for Grace Evangelical
Society. Look for his new book, Chosen
to Serve: Why Election is for Service,
Not for Eternal Life, available soon.
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God’s
Sovereignty
in Missions
(Acts 18:1-28)

By Zane C. Hodges

Introduction

This section (Acts 18:1-17) concludes the second mission-
ary journey. The first missionary journey (13:5-14:28)

gave prominence to the worker; the second (16:6-18:17) to
the work. In the first, we are occupied with God’s choice for His
work; in the second, with God’s control of His work. That is, in
13:5-14:28, we have the rise of Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles,
and His vindication as an Apostle in the course of actual minis-
try on the field (14:27 and 15:4 and 12 are keynotes to this). But in
16:6-18:17 we are at once conscious of the sovereign guidance of
the Spirit. Verses 16:6-10 shows how He both hinders and directs;
16:11-40 shows how He operates in individuals; and 17:1-18:17
shows how He operates in localities.

Three cities give us three different responses to the gospel.

First, Thessalonica is where Jewish opposition drove the apos-
tolic witness not only from Thessalonica but from Berea as well
(17:1-15).

Second, Athens is where Gentile pride in wisdom and indiffer-
ence to the gospel, resulted in no maintenance of apostolic witness
there.

And third, Corinth is where the Jewish opposition was frus-
trated, while Gentile interest was aroused by the gospel, and many
people were aimed at the Lord.

Corinth (18:1-17) furnishes the climax of the lessons drawn from
the second missionary journey. Here the sovereignty of God (with
which the section began, 16:6-10) emerges prominently again.
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Sovereign Provision

18:1-3. After these things Paul departed from
Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a certain
Jew named Aquila. Virtually the first event at Corinth
is Paul’s location of a Jewish couple, Aquila and Pris-
cilla, who furnish him with both a lodging and a place
to ply his trade. Though Paul did not know it at the
time, this is a premonition of the comparatively lonely
stay he will have in this city. And yet, lodging and
maintenance are provided by a sovereign Lord.

God’s sovereignty is even further manifested in that
Aquila and Priscilla only recently came from Rome.
Thus, they are just in time for the Apostle himself to
arrive.

Moreover, they were driven to move by a decree
of Claudius (because Claudius had commanded all
the Jews to depart from Rome), behind whom was a
decree of the Kings of Kings who was providing for
His gospel in Corinth (cf. the decree of Caesar Augus-
tus at the birth of Christ).

18:4-8. Paul’s usual procedure of evangelization is
followed—a procedure that, as a rule, often led to his
expulsion from a city.

He evangelized in the synagogues and, after the
arrival of Silas and Timothy, did so with unusual
fervor (compelled by the Spirit). Once again we
see the sovereign hand of God bringing the Apostle
personal comfort through his companions in the work
(Paul did not like to work alone, cf. 1 Thess 3:1, though
he could). In connection with that comfort, the Lord
compelled Paul to give an inward burden leading to
solemn witness.

The Jewish reaction (they opposed him and blas-
phemed) is typical, and Paul separates from them
with a solemn act (he shook his garments) and a
solemn assertion hardly likely to arouse their good
will (“Your blood be upon your own heads; I am
clean”).

Here, under the circumstances of separation from
the Jews—“from now on I will go to the Gentiles”—
we surely find every reason for him to anticipate
intense persecution (cf. vv 9-10 which imply he did).

The sequel to the separation (vv 7, 8) is also fraught
with danger. He occupied a house right next door
to the synagogue! No less a person than the ruler of
the synagogue defected to Christianity and many of
the Corinthians were believing and being baptized
(imperfect tenses).
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Also note the mention of baptism here, an act
implying Gentile proselytism, well calculated to
arouse Jewish hostility. Based on all past experi-
ences, an anticipated Jewish uprising was fully to be
expected.

A Divine Vision

18:9-11. Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night
by a vision. The sovereign Lord encouraged His
servant to continue witnessing in view of His gracious
purposes in Corinth.

Once again human responsibility and divine sover-
eignty merge. There is human responsibility (“Do not
be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent”) and
there is Divine sovereignty (“for I am with you, and
no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many
people in this city.”)

18:12-17. Paul’s faith was tested, and God’s faithful-
ness was proved. God had promised no harm, but He
did not promise no danger. However, as Paul is about
to open his mouth (but not even that much effort is
required), the mouth of Gallio becomes the instru-
ment of God’s deliverance. The charge (“This fellow
persuades men to worship God contrary to the law”)
was one which might well have been effective under
Roman law, but Gallio’s judgment is that Christianity
and Judaism are not legally distinguishable. This judg-
ment (given in full by Luke) may have set the tone for
Roman tolerance toward Christianity under Claudius
(cf. Bruce, Acts, p. 375-76). Gallio was no less than a
proconsul in rank and had prestigious family connec-
tions at Rome.

Thus, again, the sovereignty of God over the affairs
of earth—the supremacy of an exalted Lord—is
vindicated. The Lord’s people in Corinth are called to
Himself. But more (for He does more than we ask or
think), a significant legal decision affecting the spread
of the gospel throughout the empire was handed
down. When the Risen Lord so wishes He can bend
a Caesar’s decree (v 3) and a proconsul’s pronounce-
ment (vv 14-15) to His sovereign purposes in grace.

Back to Ephesus

18:18-23. Ephesus was passed by previously (16:6)
because of divine hindrance, and it is again passed
over by Paul because of a vow he has taken (18:18).

At this point the focus of the inspired narrative is
distinctly upon Ephesus. Luke only in the most hur-
ried fashion is concerned at all with other places (cf.
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vv 22-23). And this is only to show how Paul gets back
to Ephesus.

We observe that God is still sovereignly controlling
the choice of a time to labor in the Asian harvest field.
When His servants were inclined to labor there, the
Spirit hindered. When His servants were not inclined
to labor there, the pleas of the Ephesians themselves
did not avail (vv 19-21). God has divine ways of timing
the movements of His Word. He may turn aside by
His leading a well-intentioned desire in His servants
or He may remove the desire itself.

Here, while Paul obviously is not unwilling to
impart the gospel (he preaches on at least one sabbath
day), yet at present his heart is toward Jerusalem. A
Jewish vow is in the background (“He had his hair
cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow”), while a
Jewish feast in the foreground (“I must by all means
keep this coming feast in Jerusalem”). His heart
cannot rest at Ephesus now, so he goes on. Thus the
Lord overruled again. This becomes the keynote of his
attitude toward Asia.

The vow and the desire for the feast anticipate Paul’s
attachment to Jerusalem and its ancient customs,
attachments that later will draw him there again
with far-reaching consequences. That Paul was by no
means an “apostate” from Judaism as was supposed
at Jerusalem (cf. 21:21) is shown here. His conciliatory
actions at Jerusalem are no more than what he himself
would do on his own initiative.

However, a need becomes apparent to Paul at Ephe-
sus. But first he retraced the steps led him to the bor-
ders of Asia earlier (cf. 15:40-16:6 with vv 22-23) and
this time he is able to enter the territory unhindered
and for the fullest blessing.

Life, as well as history, is so overruled by a control-
ling hand that its various repetitions and parallelisms
are a proof of the sovereign control lying behind them.

Prelude to Paul

18:24-28. Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at
Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scrip-
tures, came to Ephesus. A further striking evidence of
sovereign “timing” is seen in the incident of Apollos.
Everything in this section is a masterful interlocking
of events.

It is clear that the ministry of Apollos at Ephesus
had a preparatory value for Paul’s later ministry. It
was not as developed as Paul’s teaching, but it was
accurate, as well as fervent. While such a ministry
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can obviously have no place after the full Pauline
revelation, it is a useful prelude to it. Like the minis-
try of John the Baptist himself, it has a preparatory
character.

But just as Apollos was preparatory at Ephesus, so
he is confirmatory at Corinth (vv 26-27). Between
these two points he receives additional instruction
from two believers (When Aquila and Priscilla heard
him, they took him aside and explained to him the
way of God more accurately) who had doubtless
learned the most from Paul. Their presence in Ephesus
at this time (cf. vv 18-19) is another point of the divine
“timing.” Thus the Risen Lord sovereignly orders that
Apollos’ ministry should precede Paul’s at Ephe-
sus, and Paul’s should precede Apollos’ at Corinth,
and that two humble believers, Aquila and Priscilla,
should at the appropriate point bridge the gap. We are
told (vv 27, 28) that Corinth was stronger for Apollos’
coming, and we do not doubt from what we subse-
quently see that Ephesus was a better field for Apollos’
having been there. Thus all is worked together by the
Risen Lord of the Church.

We already begin to see that, great though Paul
was as an instrument of divine service, his work can
be continued by a sovereign Lord even when Paul is
not present to do it. (The next section of Acts, 19:21(f,
presents the removal of the Apostle from active mis-
sionary labors.) Here in 18:24-28 we see how simple
believers whom Paul has trained can be used to per-
petuate Pauline truth through gifted men other than
Paul. We see how a greatly gifted man, helped by such
believers, can then himself help others to whom the
Apostle has ministered.

All this occurs, without Paul, under the direction of
the Lord. Thus the truth advances totally apart from
the direct efforts of one of its greatest instruments.

God is sovereign and His Word is not bound! F®

Zane Hodges taught New Testament
Greek and Exegesis at Dallas
Theological Seminary. His book, Acts of
the Risen Christ is forthcoming.
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W/

at work

BY BUD BROWN

planet. That moment concluded the first leg of my
spiritual journey and marked the beginning of
the next. The journey began many years earlier.

THE FIRST LEG

Ours was not a Christian family, but I occasion-
ally encountered church as a child. I recall being in
a Christmas play when I was a pre-schooler. A few
years later my brothers and I made occasional forays
to Sunday School as youngsters; we were drop-ofts at
the front door. I recall sitting with other kids I didn’t
know, staring at a map of some unknown place, trying
to tune into a lesson I did not understand. That was
the sum of my religious experience until High School.

But God was at work, bringing salvation to me.

My High School girlfriend attended church, so I
went with her. I don’t know if I was trying to impress
her or if I wanted to know more about who God was;
it was probably a little bit of both. My initial effort at
dabbling in church ended with that relationship. It
started up again when I met the girl I would marry.
She was a church-going girl, so I started attending
again. Church still didn’t make much sense to me, but
I kept at it.

I was born again in my twenty-fourth year on this
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Through it all, God was at work, bringing salvation
to me.

After we married, I joined the Catholic church and
attended regularly. It still was something external,
something outside of my “self” but God was at work.

I hit a milestone when a parish priest said in his
homily that good people read their Bibles. We had one
of those big, white Bibles with the embossed leather
cover and red and black lettering sitting on the coffee
table. I didn’t know what I was doing, but I started
reading it because I wanted to be “good.”

Then something happened. I started having serious
questions.

What I read in the Bible didn’t match the Church’s
teaching, so I met with the priest to ask him about it. I
don’t remember my questions. Neither do I remember
his answers. The upshot of his answer was, “Because I
said so.” I've always been an independent thinker who
recognizes when someone pulls rank. Not to put too
fine a point on it, I can say that his response didn’t cut
it with me.

In that process, God was at work, bringing salvation
to me.

I started asking around. I read more and dug
deeper. Soon I was running into people eager to tell
me about Jesus and the Bible. While my search was
underway my two younger brothers became believers.
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My youngest brother was an ardent witness; he and I
engaged in many long discussions. He invited me to a
study group he attended. I started finding answers to
my questions.

God was at work, bringing salvation to me.

The moment I said, “this stuff about Jesus is true”
came on the third night of a prophecy crusade in
1972. That evening’s presentation concerned the Great
Tribulation, the mark of the Beast, and various other
eschatological horrors. On the ride home I asked my
brother, “What do I have to do to bypass all travail?”

He handed me a gospel tract and left it up to God.
My wife was asleep so I read the tract, alone. I still see

that place in the living room where I knelt and prayed.

The rocker recliner I knelt before was clad in plush,
grey velour; a matching grey floor lamp stood beside
it. The carpet was a high low cut. It was at that spot
the first phase of my journey came to an end when I
told God I was convinced. I believed in Jesus for my
salvation.

Looking back over more than 40 years I see God
was at work. “The grace of God has appeared,
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bringing salvation for all people (Titus 2:11).” God
graciously brought salvation to me.

THE SECOND LEG

The first leg of my spiritual journey took fifteen
years. The next leg lasted seven. The Holy Spirit was at
work, showing me the root of my sinful behaviors so
I could begin to live the eternal life I'd received that
night.

I was pretty rough when the second leg started. I
was arrogant, self-willed, highly competitive, and I
was focused on gathering wealth. I still enjoyed vari-
ous mind-altering substances, and I was a ruthless
business competitor. I was conformed more to the
world than to Christ’s image.

At first the only change in my life was church on
Sundays. I gave up hunting and competitive shooting.
During the week I was still a mess. I was consumed
with building a business that would one day be all
mine. I was still angry, arrogant and proud.

But God'’s grace was at work, transforming me.

In time I left the business for Bible college. Some
ungodly behaviors had fallen away, but others still
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remained. Nobody saw this because now I was striv-
ing for academic rather than financial success. I
overachieved in my studies. I sprinted through college
in three years as a working man. I graduated at the top
of my class and became the first from that school to be
accepted at Dallas Seminary. I blew through my first
year with perfect grades. I had exchanged one idol for
another.

But God’s grace continued to work, transforming me
bit by bit.

We were out of money at the end of that first year
in seminary. Since we would not

I read Scripture with fresh eyes. It taught me that
my worth is intrinsic. I am valuable simply because we
are made in His image (Gen 1:26-28). God values us
because an attack on our lives is an attack upon him
(Gen 9:6). If you establish our value by the price God
paid for us, you could not calculate the sum (1 Pet
1:18).

The grace of God helped me understand we do not
acquire value; it is intrinsic. I was freed from the need
of being “good enough.” I already am. I can’t describe
the sense of lightness, well being, that experience

of shalom. I was released,

borrow money for education, I sat
out the next year. Instead, during
that sabbatical, God carried me to
the destination for this leg of my
spiritual journey.

One day, while I was at work
framing a house, the Lord
impressed upon me, “Why are

“At some point, no doubt
very early in life, [ had
decided that those who did
not like me would either
respect or fear me. That

renewed, set free.

That leg of the journey lasted
seven years. It had been God’s
work, leading me as declared
in scripture. “For the grace of
God has appeared, bringing
salvation for all people, train-
ing us to renounce ungodli-

you so driven?” Reflecting on that . ness and worldly passions
question led to a sudden “Aha!” 1S Why I had to excel at (Titus 2:11-12).”
moment of clarity and insight. everything,”

It was a revelation that led to a

THE THIRD LEG

revolution.

Virtually everything I did was
driven by the fact that I didn’t like myself. I didn’t like
myself because I didn’t think that anyone else did,
either. At some point, no doubt very early in life, I had
decided that those who did not like me would either
respect or fear me. That is why I had to excel at every-
thing. Business associates would admire me or fear me
as a competitor. In school people would respect me or
would fear having me in the same class lest I be the
“curve wrecker.”

How had I become my own idol? Why was my ego
and self-worth at the center of everything I had ever
done? The Holy Spirit revealed that my dislike for
myself, based on the belief that no one else liked me
for me, had grown out of a variety of meaningless
events in early childhood!

By seven years of age I was on a journey that took
over twenty years. I spent those years trying to fit in,
to be good enough. Success, respect, and fear were the
coin I used to buy my way in. I had spent my life up to
that point as an idolater. I was compelled by the need
to feel that I mattered.

But the grace of God was at work, leading me away

from the idol of works-based self-worth.
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The current leg of my spiri-
tual journey has been under-
way for over thirty years. Although I will not arrive at
the final destination in this life, God graciously grants
continued progress toward the destination.

I am not driven by the need to serve the idol. Most
of the anger, ambition, and the need to impress have
fallen away. I live simply, I don’t want much, and one
of my delights is throwing away stuff I used to collect.
It drives my wife crazy, but it’s where I'm at today.

I haven’t arrived—yet. I still stumble. I lose my
temper occasionally. I'm still overly focused on tasks
rather than people. There are still a few people I want
to think well of me. When you criticize me, I listen
for God speaking in that. If your criticism has merit,
I deal with it. If not, I try make things right with you.
But if you don’t want to be right with me, it no longer
bothers me.

Law had nothing to do with any of this. Arriving at
the place of comfort in my own skin had nothing to
do with someone’s version of the law. All of my Chris-
tian life I have known law, but it did me no good. It
did not illuminate the reason for my behavior. It gave
me no freedom from my idolatry. It only heaped guilt
by reminding me that all I did was wrong.
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Only the grace of God, poured out on my life, helped
me grow in Christ.

It was the grace of God that brought salvation to me
on the first leg of my spiritual journey. It was the grace
of God that transformed me during the next leg, and
it is the grace of God that has produced within me a
great longing for his Kingdom. It is becoming ever
more the most important thing in life. I regularly look
forward to and long for that day. Paul’s plea, “Come
quickly, Lord Jesus” is always in the back of my mind.

Oddly, perhaps, the threat of being caught doesn’t
deter me from sin. Neither does a fear of punishment.
I am deterred by the fact that one day I will have to
explain myself to Jesus at the Bema Seat, and by my
desire to have the richest experience of the kingdom
possible to me.

SOFAR

This has been my journey. God has graciously
worked in and through me, as he promised. I can
testify that indeed, this is true:

MAKE A MONTHLY DONATION!

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing
of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ (Titus 2:11-13).

When our journey has finished, we will all look
back and say, “Indeed, it’s all grace.” B

Bud Brown is President and
Co-Founder at Turnaround Pastors.

You can make a recurring, tax-deductible gift
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This book collects three hard-to-find shorter works by Hodges: The =
Atonement; Jesus, God’s Prophet; and Did Paul Preach Eternal Life? THE ATONEMEN:
Every student of the Bible will have their understanding enriched by

these studies.

USD $15:95 $8.00
Softcover 116 pages
Code: atm

Four Views on the Role of Works at the Final Judgment

Robert N. Wilkin, Thomas R. Schreiner, James
D. G. Dunn, Michael P. Barber

Through a discussion of Biblical texts, this book presents four perspectives
on the role of works at the final judgment including: Robert N. Wilkin, works
will determine rewards but not salvation, and Thomas R. Schreiner, works
will provide evidence that one actually has been saved.

USD $17.00 . .
Softcover « 240 pages Confident in Christ

Code: fj | (Second Edition)

Confident Robert N. Wilkin

The Ten Most Misunderstood

Words in the Bible g J This book examines
sixteen “tough texts
| =8 -

Robert N. Wilkin " ... || fromtheNT thatare
| often used to teach
salvation by works.

An exploration of Biblical terms
everyone knows, and yet few
understand. USD $22.00
Softcover « 278 pages
Code: cic2

USD $9.95
Softcover « 221 pages
Code: ten




The Grace New Testament Commentary

Authors include: Zane C. Hodges, Robert N. Wilkin, Hal M.
Haller, Dwight L. Hunt, René A. Lépez, ]. B. Bond, and J. Paul
Tanner, among others.

Written from a conservative, Dispensational, Free Grace per-
spective. These two volumes explain all the difficult verses that
seem to deny eternal security, eternal rewards, justification by
faith alone, and that make perseverance a condition of kingdom
entrance.

| The gi'“"f

estament

USD $29.95
Hardcover « Two Volumes « 1,334 pages
Code: ntc

The Road to Reward (Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin

25% new material! If everlasting life is a free gift, and believers “THE ROAD
are eternally secure at the moment of faith, what is our motivation TO REWARD
to live for Christ? Robert N. Wilkin takes us through the Biblical
doctrine of eternal rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

B ipuise Taenas!
i Erphi (TWEER

USD $20.00
Softcover « 200 pages
Code: rr2

Second Peter: Shunning Error in
Light of the Savior’s Return
Zane C. Hodges

Second Peter is about growing in holiness in light of the Second
Coming. Hodges shows that believers ought to take our Lord’s
prophetic teaching seriously and should draw from them a sense
of deep moral obligation to persevere in the midst of a dying
world. As you read through this commentary, you will long for the
Savior’s soon return!

USD $15.00

Softcover « 142 pages

Code: 2pet ZANE €. HODGES
Faith in His Name: Listening to the Gospel of John Falth m
Zane C. Hodges His Name

In this practical and pastoral commentary on John 1:1-6:21, you will be led

into a deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, with its empha-
sis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His Word.

USD $15.00
Softcover « 180 pages
Code: thn




Journal of
the Grace
Evangelical
Society

Journal of

100+ pages. Two issues
each year. Scholarly
yet practical articles
and reviews.

USD $18.50 / $9.25 for
new or gift subscriptions.
Code: jotges

View website for

other special deals.

.77 The Epistle

P of James
Zane C. Hodges
Thes R o

NS This is the best
commentary available
on James. The section on
James 2:14-26 has helped
thousands understand

this pivotal passage.

USD $15.00
Softcover « 128 pages
Code: jas

A Free Grace
Primer

Zane C. Hodges

Collects three of
Hodges’s books, The
Hungry Inherit, The
Gospel Under Siege,
and Grace in Eclipse.

Softcover « 524 pages

Power to
Make War

Zane C. Hodges

This book traces
the career of the
man, called in the
Bible, the “Beast,”
who will establish a
new world order.

USD $8.95
Softcover « 135 pages
Code: pow
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The Epistles
of John

Zane C. Hodges

First John is all about
fellowship with God,
not tests of life. Second

and Third John are
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also explained in this
valuable commentary.

USD $8.95
Softcover « 312 pages
Code: 1-3john

Beyond
Calvinism and

Arminianism

C. Gordon Olson

Defends a middle view
of salvation between
Calvin and Arminius.

USD $20.00
Softcover « 467 pages
Code: bca

Romans:
Deliverance
from Wrath

Zane C. Hodges

Romans teaches us
about deliverance
from temporal wrath

and slavery to sin.

USD $24.99
Softcover « 488 pages
Code: rom

Harmony
with God

Zane C. Hodges

Repentance is one of the
most misunderstood
doctrines in the

church today. If

you have questions

about repentance,
read this book.

USD $9.95
Softcover « 133 pages
Code: hwg

Best of Zane
Hodges DVD

Over 10 hours of Zane
Hodges’s messages on
two DVDs utilizing a
combination of video,
when available, or audio
with transcription.

USD $40.00
2DVDs
Code: bozhdvd

Secure and Sure
Robert N. Wilkin

Assurance of eternal life is
one of the most important,
and for many, elusive truths.
You can be secure and sure.

USD $9:95 $5.00
Softcover « 252 pages
Code: sas

Confronting
Calvinism

Anthony B. Badger

A detailed refutation of the
Five Points of Calvinism from
a Free Grace perspective.

USD $24.95
Softcover « 397 pages
Code: cc

Free Grace
Theology on Trial

Anthony B. Badger

This book presents a careful,
point-for-point defense
against the charges made

by Wayne Grudem in “Free
Grace” Theology: 5 Ways it
Diminishes the Gospel and D.A.
Carson’s Exegetical Fallacies.

USD $24.95
Softcover « 375 pages
Code: fgtt
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The Master List

Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society
—$18.50 (renewal) / $9.25 (new or gift subscrip-
tion) Other options available on website.

The Grace New Testament Commentary (2 Volumes)
—$29.95

Anthony B. Badger
—Confronting Calvinism, $24.95
—Free Grace Theology on Trial, $24.95

Harlan Betz
—Setting the Stage for Eternity, $14.00

Steve Elkins
—The Roman Road Revisited: New Vistas on the
Road to Resurrection Living, $11.95
—Keys to Kingdom Greatness: An Exposition of the
Sermon on the Mount, $19.95

Zane Hodges

—Absolutely Free (2nd ed.), $20.00

—The Atonement and Other Writings, $15:95 $8.00

—The Epistle of James, $15.00

—The Epistles of John, $8.95

—Faith in His Name: Listening to the Gospel of John,
$15.00

—First Peter: The Salvation of the Soul, $12.00

—A Free Grace Primer (Out of Print)

—Grace in Eclipse, $15.00

—The Gospel Under Siege, $16:60 $10.00

—Harmony with God, $9.95

—Hebrews (Out of Print)

—Here Walks My Enemy: The Story of Luis, $5.00
(hardcover), $3.00 (paperback)

—The Hungry Inherit, $15.00

—The Journey of Faith: Sermons on Hebrews, $15:60
$10.00

—Luke (Vol 1), $8:95 $5.00

—Luke (Vol 2), $8:95 $5.00

—Power to Make War, $8.95

—Power to Stand: An Exposition of Jude, $9.00

—Romans: Deliverance from Wrath, $24.99

—Second Peter: Shunning Error in Light of the Sav-
iors Soon Return, $15.00

—Six Secrets of the Christian Life (Second Edition),
$12.00

—Spiritual Lessons from the Life of David, $10.00

—Tough Texts: Did Jesus Teach Salvation by Works?,
$18.00

—Zane Hodges JOTGES Memorial Issue, $7.50

— What Is the Outer Darkness?, $14-060 $8.00

Shawn C. Lazar
—Beyond Doubt: How to Be Sure of Your Salvation,
$15.00

Bill Lee
—Grace Recovered, $9.95

René Lopez
—Romans Unlocked, $14.99

Ken Neff
—Choose to Live, $9.95
—Free to Choose, $9.95
—Hold Fast, $9.95

C. Gordon Olson
—Beyond Calvinism and Arminianism, $20.00

Lawrence Vance
—The Other Side of Calvinism, $29.95

Bob Wilkin

—Confident in Christ (2nd ed.), $22.00

—Four Views on the Role of Works at the Final Judg-
ment, $17.00

—A Gospel of Doubt: The Legacy of John MacArthur’s
The Gospel According to Jesus, $22.00

—Inerrancy for Dummies, $7.95

—The Road to Reward (2nd ed.), $20.00

—Secure and Sure, $9:95 $5.00

—The Ten Most Misunderstood Words in the Bible,
$9.95

Coming October 2017!

Shawn Lazar
—Chosen to Serve: Why Election Is for Service, Not
for Eternal Life

Robert N. Wilkin
—Crushing Calvinism: Twelve Key Verses

For more titles and sales go to www.faithalone.org
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The Denver
Regional Conference

By Bob Wilkin

e have decided to continue pursuing
regional conferences across the country.
People need them. You have asked for

them.

Many of you, our readers, have contacted us
expressing how lonely you feel, especially those who
do not live close to Free Grace churches. You lack
fellowship and good teaching. You would like to go to
the National Conference, but it is too far away.

By holding regional conferences, Free Grace people
can come together, and be encouraged, edified, and
equipped to continue the work of spreading the mes-
sage of eternal life.

Our latest regional was held in Denver. The Denver
Rescue Mission (DRM) graciously provided a wonder-
ful location for us to have the conference. About fifty
people gathered for three hours Friday night and six
hours on Saturday.

The messages were excellent. Speakers included
three people from DRM: Lon Gregg, Steve Walkup,
and Steve Swihart.
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Other speakers included Drs. Jody Dillow, Dix Win-
ston, Steve Lewis, John Niemeld, and me.

Messages were on eternal rewards, the outline of
Matthew’s Gospel, Mark 16:16, Joseph of Arimathea,
Matt 4:17, Heb 10:26-39, Salvation in James, Why
Faith Isn’t a Personal Encounter, and Col 1:21-23.

We are still learning how to organize these confer-
ences efficiently. Costs can easily get out of control.
But we’re improving, and you guys keep giving. So far,
it has usually been one or two donors from a par-
ticular region who help defray the cost of the whole
conference. Are you that person in your neck of the
woods?

We have at least one more regional to be held in
2017 (Sept 8-9 in Lynchburg, VA).

There are at least six regionals in the planning stages
for 2018—in San Antonio, California, Florida, South
Carolina, and either Oregon or Washington. Maybe
St. Louis, MO.

We want to hear from you. We want to go where we
are wanted. Where to next? M

For more info on upcoming conferences visit faithalone.org/
events.
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By Ron Rosso

and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom | am chief ” (1 Tim 1:15).

Notice Paul used the present tense (“l am”), as
opposed to the past tense. Thus, his being “chief
among sinners” was his current reality.

Paul was appointed by God—even before birth—
to be an apostle (cf. Gal 1:15). By the time he wrote
these words to Timothy, he had been an apostle
for decades, with an extraordinary ministry. Yet, he
was still chief among sinners! That was Paul’s sober
judgment.

And was anyone more aware than Paul of the
extraordinary and rampant evil present in the world?

No.

When Paul said he was the chief of sinners, he
was not divorced from reality, but being the quintes-
sential realist.

After all, it was Paul who also said, “For | know that
in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for |
have the will within me, but how to perform what is
good | do not find” (Rom 7:18).

Later in Romans, Paul made clear that this is the
universal plight of all Christians.

The Apostle Paul said, “This is a faithful saying
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The point is this: we all possess the same fallen-
nature. It is no less fallen and depraved in one
person than it is in any other. Of course, God has
granted us the resources to gain victories over it,
but it never changes or leaves us on this side of the
grave.

Those who spend the most time, in the brightest
light, are often most aware of their blemishes. For
example, | hate going to my dentist because he has
the ultimate lighting system. It shows every flaw pos-
sible. | much prefer the dimly lit mirrors at home!

As believers, we are to make a lifestyle of hang-
ing out in the ultimate light—the Word of God. In so
doing, we, too, will become spiritual realists.

| have discovered that the folks who are most in
touch with truth, are the most aware of their own sin.
They are quick to admit when they’re wrong, and
slow to focus on the sins of others.

| have found that, like Paul, believers who admit
they are the chief of sinners turn out to be the most
fruitful! 1R

Ron Rosso is a businessman and Bible Study teacher. He lives
in Atlantic County, NJ.
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DO YOU MAKE A GOOD

IMPRESSION?

By Bill Fiess

word “type” derives, is an interesting term. Typos

comes from a root which means “to strike,” and
thus the Greeks used the word to denote an impres-
sion made by a blow in wax or metal. They also used
typos to refer to a form, an imprint, an image, a foot-
print, a model to be imitated, an example or pattern.
The typewriter got its name because the user strikes
a key which in turn strikes an ink ribbon which
leaves an impression on a sheet of paper.

Note how we, like the Greeks, use these concepts
not just literally, but metaphorically as well. We may
say, for example, “Sally strikes me as friendly. Her
sunny nature impresses others.” We believers should

The Greek word fypos, from which our English
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strive both to model behavior which pleases God and
to strike others with the right impression. In other
words, we should set a good example to other believers
and to the world.

NEW TESTAMENT USES

The word typos is often used in the NT and is
frequently translated as “example” (“ensample” in the
KJV). Let’s look at a short list of verses containing the
word typos; we will see why it is so important that our
lives impress people the right way and that we follow
in the footprints of Our Lord. What we do matters;
great rewards are at stake.
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The NT writers use fypos in both a negative and
positive sense. For example, the Apostle Paul uses
it in a negative sense in a warning to the Corin-
thian believers:
“Now these things became our exam-
ples [typos], to the intent that we
should not lust after evil things as
they also lusted” (1 Cor 10:6; see
also 1 Cor 10:11).
The consequences of sinful
behavior in a believer’s life,
according to this passage,
are far reaching and can
be experienced in the here
and now. We know from
other passages, such as
1 Cor 3:10-15, that behavior
not pleasing to the Lord
results in serious loss of
reward in the life to come.
In his epistle to the Philip-
pians, the Apostle Paul exhorts
all believers to strive for reward
and to follow his example in godly
living:
“Not that I have already attained,
or am already perfected; but I
press on, that I may lay hold
of that for which Christ
Jesus has also laid hold
of me. Brethren, Ido
not count myself to have
apprehended; but one
thing I do, forgetting
those things which are
behind and reaching
forward to those things
which are ahead, I press toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as
are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you
think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.
Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already
attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of
the same mind. Brethren, join in following my
example, and note those who so walk, as you have
us for a pattern [typos]” (Phil 3:12-17, emphasis
added)

The Apostle Paul defines what is included in set-
ting a godly example for others: “in all things show-
ing yourself to be a pattern [fypos] of good works; in
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doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibil-
ity, sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one
who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing
evil to say of you” (Titus 2:7-8).

Not just individuals are responsible to set an exam-
ple, but entire congregations are exhorted to do such:
“so that you became examples [typos] to all in Mace-
donia and Achaia who believe” (1 Thess 1:7).

The Apostle Peter specifically addresses church
elders and the necessity that they in particular model
behavior that pleases the Lord: “nor as being lords over
those entrusted to you, but being examples [¢ypoi]
to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade
away” (1 Pet 5:3-4) There is a special reward for church
elders who faithfully and responsibly lead the people
of God.

CONCLUSION

When Charles Barkley played in the NBA, he
famously said more than once that he was not a role
model. In reality, though, he was, whether he wanted
to be or not.

Likewise, every single Christian is an example to
others, both believers and unbelievers, whether he
realizes it or not.

The question is, will we be a good example, a good
role model for others? Will we be faithful to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus? Will our lives strike people with
a favorable impression? If yes, then we will gain full
reward at the Bema and will rule with Christ in the
next life. That is good motivation. Let us type well,
friends. MR

Bill Fiess teaches math in Virginia.
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The
Mailbag

By You

want to know what’s going on, what questions
you have, what objections you have, and how
Grace in Focus has blessed you.

S end us your mail. We love to hear from you. We

“Dear friends, I enjoy the magazine and find it help-
ful.” ~D.B., Templeton, PA.

“Thank you for posting your conference audios
online. I'm enjoying them immensely!” ~P.L., Shreve-
port, LA.

“Thanks for the Flash Sale!” ~].M., Santa Teresa,
NM.

“Thanks for Grace in Focus—I enjoy them!” ~N.J.,
Siloam Springs, AR.

“I enjoy the grace message. Could really identify
with the ‘Mayberry’ article by Ken Yates. Reminded
me of my own Mayberry, growing up.” ~S.G., Jenkins-
ville, SC.

“Thank you for the magazine. We were raised in a
group (Reformed) and were taught that you couldn’t
know for certain of your salvation. Now we are free!”
~W.K.,, Tulsa, OK.

“Thank you for your recent article, ‘Not Pain Free’
by Pastor Allen Rea. I read with interest. Though I
haven’t had an accident like Pastor Rea, I have had my
dark days spiritually. I am thankful that the Lord has
brought me through that through counselling, the
Truth of the Word, and the prayers of others.” ~L.W.,,
email.

“I have benefited from your magazine.” ~L.D., Cler-
mont, FL.

“Appreciate your efforts, especially the reading
materials. 'm no longer able to attend the confer-
ences.” ~1.O., Thornton, TX.

“You guys do great work for His kingdom!” ~R.M.,
Dallas, TX.

38 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017

“I've enjoyed watching the 2017 conference online.
I can pig out and learn something at the same time
while watching YouTube. I want to thank all the
speakers that have taken the time to study and explain
the Bible.” ~C.C., DeKalb, MS.

“Thank you for helping me stay focused on giving
the gospel.” ~K.K., LaCoste, TX.

“Tough Texts is really good!” ~].D., Bynum, TX.

“Your magazine, blog posts, and books provide us
with the much needed Free Grace teaching we crave.
Keep fighting the good fight!” ~P.E., Baton Rouge, LA.

“Thanks for coming to Portland!” ~J.H., Vancouver,
WA.

“I have been so blessed by your magazine for many
years. I use it in my small group studies.” ~F.A., East
Meadow, NY.

“Keep up the great work you are doing!” TW.,
Whitewater, KS.

“I came across your site five or six months ago
scouring the internet for some heavy questions I
had. I was extremely troubled by the false doctrine of
conditional security and the lordship salvation stuft.
After looking at your site, everything started to click.”
~SW., email. M

Send your letters to ges@faithalone.org or P.O. Box 1308,
Denton, TX 76202.
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123RF



Hagar
Does Not
Deserve
Her Bad
Rap

By Marcia Hornok

HAGAR THE HEROINE?

hristians don’t usually think of Hagar as a
CBible person to emulate. Rather than submit
to Sarai, she became antagonistic and ran
away like a rebellious teen—a pregnant one. Yes, she
brought some of her suffering on herself, but con-
sider that she had been exiled from her people and
her homeland of Egypt.
As a slave she had no privileges; as a woman, she
had no rights.
She was not a Hebrew, and thus had no status.
As a maidservant, her owners used her.
That was her life.
But she had obviously become a believer in the God
of Abram, and she has a place in God’s Holy Word. So
much so, that her life story can be an example for us.

POINTS TO CONSIDER

First, it must be noted that God had promised
Abram a son, but God never said Sarai would be the
son’s mother until Ishmael was thirteen years old (Gen
17:25). God’s plans were not thwarted by Ishmael’s
birth. In fact, God’s promise to Hagar to multiply
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Ishmael’s descendants so they cannot be counted
parallels His blessing to Abraham. Both would beget
twelve leaders and become a great nation (cf. Gen
16:10; 17:20; 21:18; 25:16). Thus, Abraham’s descen-
dants through both Ishmael and Isaac exist today.

Second, Sarai gave Hagar to Abram as his wife (Gen
16:3). This may have been bigamy, but it was not adul-
tery. (Later, God used maidservants to produce four of
the twelve tribes of Israel.)

Third, God did special things for Hagar. Both times
in the wilderness (Genesis 16 and 21) God conversed
with her. In fact, Hagar is the first Bible person God
favored with His appearance as “The Angel of the
Lord” (Gen 16:7). He told her what to do about her
problems with Sarai. Amazingly, He sent her back
to the place of conflict and told her to submit’ to the
source of her suffering. No rescue for Hagar—what
kind of solution was that?

GOD'S PROMISES TO HAGAR

Like Hagar, we often try to run away from our prob-
lems. We trust in God to fix them, but His solution for
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us may similarly be “return and
submit” to your pain (Gen 16:9).
Like Hagar, we can do this because
of God’s promises. What were
they??

1. Her son Ishmael would be
like a wild donkey. Donkeys were
valued animals—the Dodge Ram
trucks of that day—but a wild
donkey implies a free-roaming or
nomadic existence. God told Hagar
that Ishmael would live free and
independent, not be a slave like
herself.

2. Ishmael would have a power-
ful hand. He would be strong and
prevail, meaning he would not run
away from conflict like she did.

3. And Ishmael would have a
place of his own in the presence® of
his brethren, not be exiled from his
family like Hagar was.

These promises for her son were
so wonderful, Hagar did some-
thing no one else in all of Scripture
had the privilege of doing—she
gave God a new name.* He is the
“God who sees.” Her son’s name
will remind her that “God hears.”
Hagar’s wilderness experience gave
her new insights about God. She
is not abandoned—God sees and
hears. Rather than eliminating her
suffering, He gave her something
to help her endure it—Himself.
With this assurance, she returned
to Abram and Sarai.

Calculating from ages given in
Genesis 16 and 21, Hagar lived
in her undesirable situation for
about seventeen years before God
allowed her to leave (Genesis 21).
Then she found herself in the wil-
derness again, dying of thirst. But
God heard the cry of the son whose
name means “God Who hears,”
and the “God Who sees” opened
Hagar’s eyes to see a well. (Abra-
ham and his descendants had to
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dig their own wells, but God pro-
vided one for Hagar and Ishmael.)

HAGAR'S LEGACY TO US

When you suffer, do you also
want to run away? Do you plead for
the thorn’s removal or at least ask
God to show you reasons?

God gives promises not
explanations.

“Hagar’s wilderness
experience gave
her new insights

about God. She is

not abandoned—

God sees and
hears. Rather than
eliminating her

suffering, He gave her
something to help her
endure it—Himself.”

He wants us to ask “Who are
You, Lord?” not “Why am I
suffering?”

Every [be]wilderness is an
opportunity to see God in a new
way and learn things you did not
know before.

With this perspective of Hagar,
we can also see Ishmael in a new
light. Another “first” in Genesis is
found in 21:20, “God was with the
lad.” Later, this phrase about God’s
presence is given in the book for
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph,
but Ishmael was first. Is God’s
presence enough for us, especially
when we suffer? After we believe
the promise of eternal life, the best
promise in Scripture is that God

is with us. Not only does He see
and hear, but He never leaves or
forsakes us.

We may not get a remedy, but
we are not without resources. We
have God’s presence. He sees our
needs and hears our pleas. When
we remember this, we can respond
like Hagar—surrender to God and
submit to suffering if that is what
God wants. ¥#

Marcia
Hornok is the
; managing
— editor of

- CHERA

Fellowship, a

| quarterly print
IL - magazine for
£ people who
~ have been

widowed. She is the wife of a retired
minister and mother of six.

1. The Hebrew word related to being
afflicted or humbled is found in v 6, Sarai
dealt “harshly” with her; v 9, Hagar should
“submit” herself under Sarai’s hand; and
v 11, God heard her “affliction” (cf., Gen
15:3).

2. Tony Maalouf presents this perspective
in his book, Arabs in the Shadow of Israel
(Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2003), pp.
49-106.

3. Some translations say he will dwell
in hostility to his brethren, but compare
the Hebrew in 16:8 “from face of™...Sarai,
to the Hebrew in 16:12 “in faces of ...all
his brethren. It is a geographical term (see
Maalouf, p. 73).

4. Others assigned a name to the place
where they encountered God, but Hagar
assigned a new name to God.
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Grace Goes to Zambia

By Ken Yates

just got back from Zambia, Africa and wanted to
give an update.
The trip was outstanding.

My daughter, Kathryn, son-in-law Dewey, and I
were gone about two weeks.

I taught at a Bible college there. One of the profes-
sors is a young man from Zambia that I tutored in
Greek while he was attending a seminary in Colum-
bia, SC (where I live). I had given him three books by
Zane published by GES and he asked if I could come
teach there.

I had 22 pastors in class for a total of 40 hours.

The class was on eternal salvation. They had never
been exposed to Free Grace Theology. They were
extremely interested and asked tons of questions. I
gave each of them a copy of Absolutely Free and one
of the little handouts put out by Bob Bryant (Cypress
Valley Bible Church and 289 Design) on the difference
between salvation and discipleship.

The pastors were very receptive. At the end of the
course they said it had changed the way they saw the
Bible and how they were going to preach and do min-
istry. Praise God!

I also had the opportunity to preach at a church
(Sunnyside Baptist Church) in the capital of the
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country
(Lusaka). There
is a service in
English and one
in the native
language. Itisa
large church with the two services having around 500
people.

Since the clear message of grace and assurance is
extremely rare in Zambia, I preached a simple message
on the Woman at the Well. After the service in the
native language, the translator told me that the people
were very interested in what the passage taught. They
were saying that nobody had ever told them that Jesus
offers eternal life to them as a free gift.

Needless to say, I was thrilled. This experience con-
firms what I have seen in other countries. The folks
are very receptive to Free Grace teaching and they are
excited about how Free Grace opens up the Scriptures.

Trips such as this involves a lot of time but are very
rewarding. The hard part is realizing that often there
are no Free Grace teachers to build them up afterward.
I'look forward to GES doing
more of this overseas ministry in
the near future. B®

M
SUNNYSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

Ken Yates is Editor of the Journal
of the Grace Evangelical Society and
GES’s East Coast speaker. He lives in
Columbia, SC and pastors Little River
Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, SC.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT?

By Bob Wilkin

Preachers and Theologians
Sometimes Make Up Stuff

reachers and theologians tend to be care-
P ful when explaining fundamental Biblical

truths like the deity of Christ, substitution-
ary atonement, Jesus’ bodily resurrection on the
third day, the Second Coming of Christ, and the
inerrancy of Scripture.

By careful, I mean that they will quote Scrip-
tures to back up their explanations. And they will
try hard to avoid going beyond what the Scrip-
tures say.

But when it comes to the doctrines of justifica-
tion and sanctification the same preachers and
theologians are often not careful. We see this all
the time when they explain justification by faith
alone. It becomes justification by submission,
surrender, following Christ, and obeying Christ.
While Scriptures may be mentioned, their argu-
ments are primarily theological. Jesus is the King
of kings. He is sovereign. So to believe in Him we
must surrender to His authority, rule, and reign.

At least that is how the argument goes.

No Scripture says what they argue. They simply
argue based on what they think makes sense.

The same is true in many cases when it comes to
sanctification. Recently I received an email point-
ing me to the greatest message the blogger, himself
a theologian, had ever heard on sanctification. The
message was on walking in the Spirit based on
Romans 6 and Galatians 5.
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Is Walking in the Spirit
Obeying God?

The speaker suggested that walking in the Spirit
boils down to obeying God in the power of the
Holy Spirit. For him the issue is obedience to God’s
commands.

The funny thing is his view is directly con-
tradicted by Romans 6-8 and Galatians 5. Paul
makes it clear in both places that sanctification
cannot come by focusing on the commandments.
Only by focusing on Christ and falling more and
more in love with Him can we grow spiritually.

In other words, obedience to God’s commands
is the result of walking in the Spirit over time, not
the definition of walking in the Spirit itself.

Walking in the Spirit
Is a Faith Walk

Even a casual reading of Galatians shows that
walking in the Spirit is the opposite of walking in
the flesh. The Judaizers who were bothering the
believers in Galatia were teaching that in order to
be justified one must be circumcised and keep the
Law of Moses (Gal 1:8-9; 5:4). Sanctification, in
their understanding, is a condition of justification.
That is, one must continue to live a set apart life in
order to remain justified before God.

Walking in the flesh is not, as many wrongly
think, outright rebellion against God. Biblically,
the concept of walking in the flesh is legalism. It
is the person who is actually seeking to obey and
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please God, but he is doing so in
the wrong way—by focusing on
commandments, on rules and
regulations.

Think of Mormons, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, United Pentecostals,
devout Catholics and Orthodox,
and Lordship Salvation folks. They
mean well. They want to please
God. But their understanding of
justification and sanctification is
legalistic.

Yes, but don’t some of these
preachers speak of obeying God
in the power of the Spirit? Yes, they
do. But simply by sprinkling the
words “in the power of the Spirit”
over legalism does not undo the
damage. Even Roman Catholics
today speak of the necessity of
God’s grace and the power of the
Spirit of God in our lives.

When I heard the speaker define
walking in the Spirit as obeying
God in the power of the Holy Spirit,
I thought, he is making this up. He
has no text which says or implies
that. He simply knows that the
audience will eat that up. He is call-
ing them to obey and he is throwing
in a mystical reference to the power
of the Spirit.

Admittedly the Holy Spirit does
enable believers to obey, but that is
not what walking in the Spirit it.

Walking in the Spirit is the
opposite of walking in the flesh.

Walking in the spirit is the oppo-
site of legalism.

It starts with living each day with
assurance that I have everlasting
life by faith in Christ, apart from
works, and that there is nothing I
can do to miss out on the kingdom.
Gal 3:1-14 and 5:1-4 shows that
clearly. Those who lack certainty
of their eternal destiny cannot
walk in the Spirit because they will
of necessity look to their works

for assurance. Those who have
certainty by faith in Christ, apart
from works, will walk in the Spirit
if they are hungry for God’s truth
and gather with other like-minded
believers each week under sound
Bible teaching in a local church.
See Gal 5:1-6:18. God takes the
clear teaching of His Word and
transforms the lives of those who
are walking by faith (Rom 12:2;
Gal 5:8; 6:6, 16; 2 Cor 3:18).

“Walking in the Spirit
is the opposite of
walking in the flesh.
Walking in the spirit
is the opposite of
legalism.”

Another Explanation
of Walking in the
Spirit: Spiritual
Breathing

I've heard another explanation
of walking in the Spirit. Some say
it is confessing our sins and then
asking the Spirit of God to take
control. This is sometimes called
spiritual breathing. Exhale your
sins and inhale the Holy Spirit.

But there is no text which says

this. Yes, we are to confess our sins.
But walking in the Spirit is walking

spiritually as opposed to carnally.
Legalists walk carnally. Whether
believers or unbelievers, they are
like Pharisees. To walk spiritually
is to see reality the way God does.
It is to have “the mind of Christ”
(1 Cor 2:16). We see ourselves as

secure in Christ and we see change

as something God produces in us
as long as we are open to God’s

44 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017

Word and gather each week to hear
it clearly taught.

The Word of God
Transforms Those
Who Are Open

Change takes place over time.
There is power in God’s Word
being taught. Week in and week
out our minds are changed. Our
worldview changes. No one sermon
gives us all we need to grow. It is
the accumulation of solid sermons
over months and years and decades
that the Spirit of God uses to trans-
form us into the image of the Lord
Jesus Christ (2 Cor 3:18).

So, walk in the Spirit. That is,
retain assurance by continuing
to abide in God’s grace and sit
under sound Bible doctrine. You
will grow over time if you do. God
will do that work in you if you are
receptive to His Word. Mt

Bob Wilkin
is Executive
Director of Grace
Evangelical
Society. He lives
in Highland
Village, TX
with his wife
of 40 years,
Sharon. His new
book, Crushing
Calvinism: Twelve Key Verses is coming
soon.
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Q&A

By Staft

ARE BELIEVERS UNDER
LAW TODAY?

Galatians 2:19 and Rom

7:14 seem to be saying that

believers are no longer
under the Law of Moses, or any
law. When we become believers,
we are set free from law. Have I
missed the boat? ~RE, email

I think you have one leg in
the boat and one leg in the
water. Let’s see if we can

get you fully back in the boat.

You are correct that believers are
no longer under the Law of Moses
(Rom 6:14; 7:4-6; 8:2; 10:4; Gal 2:19;
etc.).

However, believers in the Church
Age are under law. The Greek word
is nomos. If you do a concordance
study, you will find that the law
which we are under is variously
called “the law of liberty” (Jas
2:12), “the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:2), “the law
of Christ” (Gal 6:2), and “the royal
law” (Jas 2:8).

What is this law we are under?

The commands of the NT.

Nine of the Ten Commandments
are part of both the Law of Moses
and the law of Christ. Only the
fourth commandment, to remem-
ber the Sabbath (the seventh day,
Saturday), is not part of the law of
Christ. The commands we find in
the teachings of the Lord Jesus and
His Apostles are our law today.

Of course, we are not born again
by keeping the law of Christ, or any

faithalone.org

law. But the law of Christ is part of
our sanctification.

Though you did not ask, I think
Romans 7 makes it clear that a fix-
ation on the commandments, even
the commandments for us today,
will not result in godliness, but in
defeat. Our focus must be on the
Commander, not the commands.
As we focus on Jesus, we fall more
in love with Him and we long
to please Him and we are trans-
formed (2 Cor 3:18). Of course, we
are to study the commands we are
under and to pray for the Spirit of
God to empower us to keep them.
When we confess our sins (1 John
1:9), we are admitting that we
broke one of the commands and
that we desire to keep it.

It is going too far to say that
believers today are not under law
atall.

~Bob

FORGIVE US OUR SINS

“If we confess our sins,

He is faithful and just to

forgive us our sins and to
cleansc us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9).
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If Jesus died for our sins (past,
present and future), why do we
confess our sins and repent from
our sins even after becoming
Christians? If we are already for-
given, what is the point of confess-
ing our sins and repenting from
our sins?

~Anon., email.

You are absolutely correct
that Jesus died for all of
our sins. When we believe

in Him for eternal life we receive
the forgiveness of sins. That is
what many call positional forgive-
ness. When it comes to our eternal
destiny we are eternally secure
and forgiven.

However, John is not talking
about that. He is talking about
having fellowship with Christ.
There is a difference. You can see
that this is John’s purpose just a
few verses earlier (1 John 1:3).

If we want to have intimacy with
the Father and the Son, we need to
walk in a way that pleases them.
When we sin, in order to maintain
that fellowship, we need to confess
our sins. We are then forgiven of
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those sins on a daily basis that
would keep us from enjoying a
close relationship with Him here
and now.

An illustration might help.

When a child is born into a
family, that child will always be
a child (positionally). However,
when the child disobeys his earthly
father, the child needs to set things
straight if a harmonious relation-
ship within the family is to be
maintained (there needs to be daily
“forgiveness”).

Jesus taught this truth in the
Upper Room with the disciples
when He washed their feet. Even
though they were His children,
they needed a daily cleansing of
their “feet” in order to have inti-
macy with Him.

I hope this helps!

~Ken

In your article, “Putting

the Gospel Debate in

Sharper Focus” you state
the folldwing regarding the Free
Grace theology view: “Fourth,
eternal salvation once gained can
never be lost.”

Then, in your article, “The Range
of Inerrancy,” you write about Bart
Ehrman, who fell away from the
Christian faith. Later you write,
“I fear that there are many who
will fall away from the faith due
to being taught a broad view of
inerrancy.”

Please explain the difference
between losing one’s salvation
(which you affirm is impossible)
and falling away from the faith
(which you affirm is possible).

Thank you in advance for your
response.

~B.V,, email
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Most people think that if

a person falls away from

the faith, that is, com-
mits apostasy, he will not get into
Christ’s kingdom. Apostates, they
say, will be eternally condemned.

Yet Jesus said, “He who lives
and believes in Me shall never die”
(John 11:26). This is the promise of
eternal security.

Thus if you believe in Christ
today, that promise is true of you.
As aliving human being who
believes in Jesus, you will never die.
That means even if you apostatize

“As a living human
being who believes in
Jesus, you will never
die. That means even
if you apostatize in
the future, you will
retain everlasting life.”

in the future, you will retain ever-
lasting life.

If Bart Ehrman ever believed in
Jesus for everlasting life, then he is
still born again today, even though
he lost his faith.

Southern Baptists call this
doctrine once saved, always saved.
Theologians call it eternal security.

I need to make one final caveat.

A person who has never believed
the promise of everlasting life may
well identify himself as a believer
and as an Evangelical Christian.

If that person later falls away from
his former beliefs and stops calling
himself an Evangelical, we might
legitimately say that he fell away,

even though he was never born
again.

So a person who falls away might
be born again or not born again.
It depends on whether he ever
believed the promise of everlasting
life.

~Bob

What do you do if I've lost
my assurance due to sin?
A life long struggle with
pornography and a relapse after
only 8 months of sobriety left me
in despair. When I realized that
I blew eight months of sobriety,
an overwhelming feeling of panic
and despair hit me and the first
thing that came into mind was
“I think I just lost my salvation.”
That was 18 months ago and I still
struggle with both my addiction
and assurance. At some point I
began to believe that if I didn’t
overcome that sin, I would go
to hell. So I believed recovery
was my “last chance.” Part of me
doubts my doubt, but I still can’t
seem to shake that profound expe-
rience even if it was just a feeling
of despair and panic. Now what?
~Anon., email.

It is probably safe to say

that every believer has

experienced some doubts
about their eternal salvation at
some time in their life. There are
a number of reasons why this is
the case. Sin can cause us to go
through it. Being exposed to false
teaching can do it as well. We may
even read a passage of Scripture
that we don’t understand and
think that it is telling us we can
lose our salvation. And when
we sin we are out of fellowship
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with God and this gives Satan an
opportunity to attack us spiritu-
ally and cause us to question what
we know to be true.

The answer to these doubts is to
always go back to Jesus’ promise of
everlasting life. If you believe you
can lose your salvation because
of sin, you haven’t yet understood
Jesus’ promise which is condi-
tioned on your faith, not on your
works (whether good or bad).

There are many clear passages
that tell you that once you have
believed in Jesus Christ for ever-
lasting life, you have it as a present
possession. For example, you can
read John 3:16; 5:24; 6:47; 10:28;
11:25-26; and 1 John 5:13. Notice
the only condition is to believe in
Jesus.

If Jesus promised believers ever-
lasting life as a present possession,
and you believe Him, then what do
you have as a present possession?
Everlasting life.

You don’t have to wait until we
“go to heaven” to get it. You cannot
earn it or keep it by works. And,
since everlasting life is ever-lasting,
it can never end. Once you have it,
it is yours forever.

In moments of doubt due to
sin, turn away from looking at
your sins and believe His promise
instead.

Even when you lose your assur-
ance, for whatever reason, you still
do not lose your eternal salvation.
However, as you have experienced,
when you lose your assurance it
can have a devastating impact on
your fellowship with God. When a
believer is not sure he is a child of
God, by definition his relationship
with God is not what it should be.

In my ministry I have counselled
many young men. I have seen the
strangle hold that pornography
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can have. I have seen it be a factor
in many cases of adultery and in
the break up of many marriages.

I have also seen men who desper-
ately want to be free from this sin,
but struggle with the bondage they
are in.

You say that you have fallen in
this area and want to know what
to do now. As already stated, the
first thing you need to do is to be
assured of your eternal salvation.
Read the verses I mentioned above.
While your sin, as all sin, has seri-
ous consequences, there is no sin

“God welcomes His
wayward children
back with open arms.’

>

that causes us to lose our eternal
salvation. Every believer sins on
a daily basis. If we could lose our
salvation, we all would be eternally
lost. In reference to the sin that you
write about, how many Christian
men do you think look at women
in lust and thus commit adultery
on a recurring basis?

The assurance of salvation
is critical because you need to
know that you are a child of God
and that God wants you to grow
spiritually. If you continue to doubt
your salvation and do what you do
in order to earn eternal life, you are
following a recipe that will result
in failure. As a child of God you
can boldly come into God’s pres-
ence and ask Christ to live through
you to change you (Heb 4:14-16).
Christ, through the Spirit of God,
will help you in your weaknesses
(Rom 8:26)—ves, even the weak-
ness of looking at pornography.
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I think one of the major prob-
lems we have as believers is that we
often think we are solely respon-
sible for straightening our lives out
when we fail. We think that we
are so bad we need to beg God for
another chance. We are like the
prodigal son in Luke 15. He wanted
to return to his father after failing
miserably and thought he could
only do it as a slave. He would have
to work, just for the privilege of
being a slave for his father.

But the parable teaches us that
God welcomes His wayward
children back with open arms. He
wants us to “succeed” spiritually.
He wants to help us. He is more
than willing to meet us half-way if
we come to Him for help (Jas 4:8).

We do not have the promise that
God will take away all our sinful
desires. But if we go to Christ for
help, we do know that He will
give that help. He will help us in
our struggles with sin and will
continue the ongoing process of
making us more like Him (2 Cor
3:18).

~Ken I

Send your questions to questions@
faithalone.org.
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